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How far we C onſent · 


. Al i Conſented to on both fides, That Chriſtians 
c truly regenerate by the word and Spirit of grace, 
TY 20d none bur ſuch, are the Members of the Invi- 
be Church, as it bath been. commonly taken, 
for the ſociety of che living members of the 15 
call body of Chtiſt. 
| 2. That it is the duty of all 1 embers of the particular "I 
ſible Church, and nectſſarie ( botb a precepti, & medii) 
both by Divine Commandment; and as. a necefſa ary: means of 
their own ſalvation, to he truly regenerate, and Toes in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Job. 3 5. 100 1.15. re pe DA aw fall 
hat it is earneſtly to be w Vall lawn means 
aligencly: to beindeavoured both by Faitors any people, that 
all the members of the Church Fab bemoſth 16. 
Mr. Baih, Diſſwaſve, Chap. 7. pag; 156, | 
4. That ſuch as are born of Chriſtian parents, ID ie 
in their infancy into the oe ofthe Church, 55 tiated : 
members of the ſame Church, . deſtitute; 0 1 5 i 
grace, untill they juilly deprive th a emlelyes of the Pe 8 4 
that Fellowfhip. For even of ſuch is the kingdom of God. 4 
10. 14. 
5. That though ic be comfortable, and defareable in the ad» 
B miſſion 


-Y "Of the Holineſſe of Church. members. | 
miſſion of members into the Church, hen the whole Church 
and all the members thereof are ſarisficd in the ſincerity of the - 
regeneration of ſuch who areto be received , («ſpecially in the 
firit gathering and plantation of a Church:) yet neither injudg- 
ment, nor praiſe do we ſuſpend their admiſſion, till we be con- 
vinced in our conſciences, of the certain and infallible ſignes of 

their regeneration. - 5 
6. That the hipocrifie of ſundrie members in the Church, and 
the toleration of ſome open ſcandals therein, doth not forthwith 
take away the nature of the Church. For there muſt be a time 

to proceed orderly a . them, which if negle&ed , thought 
do defile the purity of a Church, and without repentance will 
in time ſubvert ir, yet not till after ſome time of Gods patience. 
Revel. 2.4, 5. and Chap. 3. 12. and Chap: 2. 21. 

7. That notwithſtanding the diſcovery of hipocrific in ſun- 

drie members of the Church „ and the toleration of ſome open 
ſcandals: JE ſeparation is not forthwith to be made from the 
Church. For it may be a fin of inſirmity in the Church: and we 
are to proceed with patience againſt the infirmity of a brother, 
much more of a whole Church. By hafly withdrawing, Refor- 

. mation is not procured, but retarded. © at 
8. That if a man cannot continue in the fellotyſhip of the 
Church where he hath lived, but ſhall be conſtrained to yeeld 
unto ſome fin, or ſhall ſee no hope of reformation of evils, aſter 
long waiting, and all good means uſed, we ſup none will 
deny a man liberty in ſuch a caſe to withdraw himſelf ; ſo it be 
without condemnation of that Church, fromwhence he with- 
drawerth, unlefſe the Charch fall into fundamentall hereſies and 
blalphemies, and perſiſt thettm (aſter con viction Jour of mali 
eldus wickedneſſdm. 151 KT IE 

9. When a man is to make his choice, unto what Church to 

Joyn himſelf, we 1 no man will deny him this liberty, to 

 joyn himſelf to ſuch A Church, as he findeth moſt pure, and 

c 9 powerfull in the adnũniſtration of che ordinances 

:- 0 | | 


of the Holineſſe of Church-members. 3 
485 „ 
The ſtate of the Queſtion miſtaken,by Mr. Baily, and Apollonius. 2 


Mr. Baih in his Diſſwaſtve from the errors of the Times, taketh out 
judgement and practiſe to be quite contrary to what we have 
declared above, in the 5. 6.7. Poſitions, and accordingly under- 
raketh to diſpute againſt our judgement and practiſe herein. But 
I know no ground he hath. had from us here, either ſo to report 
us, or ſo to refute us; howbeit,in his Refutat ion, ſome things are 
delivered by him, which may juſtly cequice ſome further reviſal. 
Ine like miſtake of us, I finde in Apoſhniam, in the ſtating of his 
fir Queſtion. Nevertheleſſe I blame neither of them, ſeeing i 
may be) they have met with ſome of the Separation, who haply 
have ſo ſtated the Queilion, though (for ought I know) none 


of us. Mien enn 
t ST. III. 
IT be ſtating of the Queſtion by Mr. Rutterford conſidered. 


Mr. Ratterfird maketh way for clearing the tate of the Que- 4 
mon, by ſome diſtinctions, and ſome concluſions, and (in the -.4 
way) by anſwering ſome queſtions ; in Chap. 9. of his Peaceable 4 


ea. 1 4 
His Diſtinctions (pag. 93, 94.) are ten, whereof eight of them 
ſhould not refuſe: onely the eighth and tenth I cannot ſo resdi- 
' ly accept, without ſome ſubdiſſinction. Let it le confodered (ſaith 
he in his tenth Diſtinction) if a Church - may not he teurmed by the 
Spirit of God, an whore, no Church o Spouſe, jure, & merito, 8 quoad 
vocationem paſſivam, in reſedt of bad deſerving , and their not Au- 
Lad the call of God on their parts : and jet thats: ſame Church remain 
de facto, formalirer, & quoad vocationem Dei activam, formaly, 


and on Gods part, in regard of bis alive vocation and calling, the Sp a : 
and Bride of Chriſt pouſe 2 


This diſtin&ion I can admit, if it be underſtood of a Church, 
thathath formerly anſwered the call ef God , and ſubmitted to 
the miniftery of the Goſpel at leaſt in outward profeſſion, ofthe 

fundamentals of ſound doctrine and pure worſhip. For ſuch a 
Church, though they or their children may afterwards-degene- 
2. rate, 


— 


Fl Of be Holineſſe of Church*imembers. 
rate, and go an whoring from God in doctrine and worſhip; yet 
God ( in his patience and bounty) is not wont ſo ſoon to caſt off 
them, as they caſt off him. The next generation after Joſbnub 
went an whoring from God, and forſook the Lord God of their 
fathers, and ſerved Baalim, and Aſptaroth: yet ſtill the Lord ac- 
counted them his people, and ſent them judges and Prophets to 
reſtore, and recover them. 5 en 2 
Pur if a ſociety of men ſhould have the word of God truly 
taught unto them, and be thereby externally called to the fel- 
lowſhip of Chriit, and of his Church, and yet be never wrought 
upon to ſubmit themſelves to the call of God no not in outward 
ffeſſion, I durſt not account ſuch a ſociety for a Spouſe and 
;hurch of God, notwithſtanding Gods active externall calling 
of them. And therefore his firſt Concluſion hence deduced, I dare 
not accept. Thai Saint by external calling ( ſuch a calling, whereto we 
Anſwer at all is given) are the true matter of a viſible Church. *: 
For this Concluſion implyeth within it ſelf a contradiction: 
here is indeed an external} calling, but here be no Saints ( no not 
in outward proſeſſion) accepting that Calling. Now lock as an 
inward calling doth notconfiitute an invifible Church; without 
an inward an{wering of that call: ſo neither doch an external 
calling conſtitute a viſible Church, without an externall anſwer 
of that call; neither are they Saints by externall calling, who do 
not externally anſwer the call offered to them. 
With the fame ſubdiſtinction ( if I may ſo call ir) Iwould ae- 
cept his 8. Diſtinction. For where a people have fortnetly-cove 
nanted to profeſſe, and confeſſe the faith vf Chriſt according to 
God, the Magiſtrate may compell them act imperame on his part 
(7mperato, on theirs) to ſtand to their profeſſion, as Joſiah dealt 
withthe Iſraelites, 2 Chron. 34.33. But where people never cove- 
nanted to profeſſe the faith, I ſet not he a Magiſtrate can com- 
pell them, to tindertake ſuch 4 proftſſion. David did not compell 
his tribucary ſubjects, Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Syrians, 
'Philiftines;to profeſſe the faith, or Religion of tlie God of Iſrae). 
Mr."Rxtberfords Reaſons to make good his firſt Concluſion 
will reach ſo far as hath been ſaid;batno further, ' 
1. The word Eccleſia (ſaith he) the called of God proveth this: For 
thoſe are a true viſible Church, where God bath ſet up a Candleſtick; and 


whom 


df aheHolinefſe el Churgh members. 5 
whom Cod caleth to repent ances to remiſſion of fins 5: and life. eternal in 
Chriſt : becauſe ther eis a ſettled Miniſtery Cabling, CE TOY on 

Anſ,, Where God fetcech up Candlehick, there js indeed a 
true vibblo Church; for th e Gandlellick is che Church, eſpecial- 
ly if ir be of gold (though wingled with much droſſe) Rev, 1. 20. 
but not every where, where God ſetteth up a Candle, doth he al- 
ſo ſet up a Candleſtick. Paul was fer up for a Candle in Arabia g. 

eers together, Gal. 1, 17, 18. but whether God ſettled any Can- 
dleſtick, or Church there, it is not certain: certainly it is not re- 
corded amongſt the Acts of the Apoliles. | . 


— 


Vet I ſhould not refuſe (according to the former, Diſtinction) 


1 * ' - 


that where there hath been a Churchbefore, which hath yeeld · 


E S 


ed profeſſed ſubjection to che Goſpel of Chriſt, then in caſe a ſet- 


led Miniſtery be fill continued there, God ill continuetha true 
vilſible Church there; becauſe he hath not called} away his Em- 
baflador from chem, bur ſtill ſtretcheth out his hand (though 
it may be) to a rebellious and gainſaying people, Rom. 10.2 1. And 
very probable ic is,; that where God continueth a ſetled Miniſtery 
. of the Golpel or doctrine of gracg,, there though many may he 
. rebellipag yer ill ſome. remnants are found, whogladly receive 
. the word, and ſubmit to it: and more, whoprofellzic. | 
But if chere be an unĩverſall reſiſtance of the Call, given hy. 
the rainiſtery of the Word, az there was in thoſe invited gueſts, 
(Lk. 14. 18.) when they all with one accord began to — — 
cuſes though Eccleſia be Cæt us wocatorum , yet I dare not beleeve 
that ſuch a Cætus uocatermm, is, Eccleſia, For che Church is a eom- 
pany. of called ones, not by men onely, whoſe Call may be alto- 
gether rejected z but of God, who by calling maketh ſuch im- 
preſſion upon the hearts of men, as conyinceth them of the voice 
of God in che Word, and ſubdueth them. to yeeld ſubjectian to 


217 


che Word, though not ſincerely, yet at leaſt feinedly, and in hi- 
pocrilie, Pſal. 18.444. „ 
But it there be no Anſwer at all, no not in outward profeſſion, . 
it is not ſuch a Call, as denominateth the hearers to be Cætus vo- 
catorum; no, not though that externall call be given by a ſettled 
Miniſtery. For what it a religious State ſhonld provide to ſettle 
a preaching Miniltery in every Pariſh in Ireland, it is not the ſet- 
- led Miniſtery, nor the externall call given by that Miniſtery to 


repentanse, 


* 7 br. 7 
— 


* Of the Holineſſe' of Church :mormbers; 
repentance, remiſſion of fins, and life eternall in Chriſt, that wilt" 
make the malignant refre&ary hearers Cætum vocatorum, ſuch as 
may denominate them to be a Church. And therefore his 

2d: Reaſon will not hold, no more then the firſt, which is : Be- 
cattſe all io whom the word ij preached are called the vi ſible Church : as all ' 
withinthe bouſe are the veſſels within the bouſe viſibly, though there be in 
the h n d veſſels of bonour, and veſſels of diſbonour. 7:1 | 

For we ſafely deny, that all to whom che word is preached 
are called the viſible Church. For then might many Indians, and 
wilde Iriſh be called the viſible Church. All within che houſe are 
not of the houſe, no not in vifible appearance: much leſſe are all 
that hear the word within the houſe. For the word may be 
preached in the world out of the Church, as well as in it: though 
Teafily grant it, that ſuch as hearing the word do yeeld profeſ- 
ſed ſubſection to it, are veſſels within the Church, hwfocver 
ſome of them may be veſſels of diſhonour, as well as others of 
honour. © * | ee US 

His 3d: Reaſon taken from Mr. Ainſirurths Conceſſion, will. 
reach no further chen the former. = IE e 

The Saints (faith he) by calling are the onely matter of 4 viſtble- 
Church: yet withall we bold, that many are called, but fem choſen... So 
alſo the kingdom of heaven is a draw-nit, wherein are good and bad fiÞes: 

a barm ft ure, wherein are good wheat and chaſfe. „ 

All this we willingly grant. But it was never Mr. Ainſworths 
meaning, that all who are called to be Saints (i Mr, Rutterfords- 
ſenſe) are true matter of a viſible Church; to wit, when they are 
onely called or ex lorted to be Saints, by the externall voice of 
the miniſtery of man, without any inward power of the Spirit of 
God to ſubdue them ſo much as to viſible profeſſion of dalntſhip. 
When men are called tobe Saints by the mihiſtery of man, but 
da abhor and deride the very name and ſhew of a Saint, it was- 
never his meaning to account or call ſuch, Saints by calling. 

Yea, but Mr. Ainſworth ackpowledgeth , many are called, but few 
choſenz and we ſay as much, and the place alledged ſaith as much 
expreſly, Matth. 20. 16. But thoſe that were ſo called, were not 
onely called by the externall voice of man but by ſo much effi- 
cacy of the Spieit, that they all came into the vineyard, and be- 


eame labourer: in the vineyard, though” not all, with * | 


go the eee urcl. member 
of heart. I would have no man here miſtaken by: oa 
tion of externall calling. For an externall calling as it is i diſtin n 
guiſbed from effectuall, may be put for ſuch a calling by the 
voice of Gods Miniſters as either obtaineth no Anſwer at Mall (not 
ſo much as conviction in judgement, nor any out ward reforma- 
tion ol life, like that of che Atbenians, AG. 17. 18.) or reacheth 
to convi tion of judgement, and ſome ſtirrage of affe&ions, and 
(ome —_—— reformation of life, as that of Simon Mag. Naw + 
all ſuch as in Scripture phraſe are termed Saints by calling, recei- 
ved a ſtronger calling then the former ſort of theſe. They were 
either effe&ually called to ſanctiſcation in Chriſt Jeſus, or, at 
leaſt were wrought upon tothe conviction of their Jadgementz, 
and to the * of their outward converſation to the pro- 
feſſion of holineſſe. Never doth the Scriprure call them Sainesly 
- calling, who were onely called by the excernall voice of. man, 
bat were never ſubdued 0 the acknowledgement, and profeſion 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
Mr. Ratterford his ad: Concluſion tending to clear che ſtate of 
8 the Queſtion, is this; 5 
All the members of abe viſible Church, de jure, by right, or H 
obligation onght.to be $ aints effeFuall called. 
Hereih we fully conſent with him 343 bath boen fad aboreia 
che ad: and 3d: Pofition. | 
is 3d:Conclufion is: 
Baz, de fatto, a the viſible — fuldof the world, all the 


| mem the ke Church are not effe all; I 
Fed. 4 I by « pby T ra 4 juftiſted, ſancłi- 


phyſical obligation, for the true native 

and eſſence of a viſible Church, that all the members of. it he inwardly cal- 

led and ſanclified. Every profeſſor is obliged to beleive +. elſe the wrath of 
. and be i ts. condenmed already. But to niche a man a 
vi r q and ſo a member of the true te Charch, as viſible, ſa- 

o # not efſemtially required, o # be fp be no * 

5 Md viſible, if be beletve not. 


That this may berighth 2 obſerue Gaich herber the vifible 
Favor pd gigs tr 2 i 2 1. In concreto, ug 
_ Church; 2.in Idee d viſible Church cunſidered in con- 

creto ic a part of the univerſall, Catholick inviſible Chuteb: in which cun- 
„ fidexation we deny (ſaith he) reprobyuter and wnbyleevers * 


Fibe Church. 
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But if the Church be conſidered in abſtracto; amdir the notion of vi- 
ſibility e viſible, and performing all the externall ads of profeſſing, 
preaching, bearing, governing, &. All the externall:proftſſirs, who are 
not manifeſily and open ſcandalous , are to be reputed" menther, of the 
true viſible C hure. R. 3 | Sho 

This his zd: Concluſion Iconſent unto: chongh this Diſtin- 
Qion, which he bringeth for the clearing of it, I ſhould ha ve un- 
derſtood it better, if he had applyed the termes contrariwiſe ; to 
witz that the Church conſidered im alſtracto, as it ĩs in ĩes on na- 
ture, by Chriſts initicuitony ſo onely the regenerate: profeſt be- 
leevers, are the members of it; But conſidered 3x concrete, as it it 
exiſtent in ics viſible ſubje&s, ſo. reprobates, and unregenerate 
Chriſtians, yet profeſſing the faith: chey may be tlie menibers of 
it. As in like caſe, it is ſaid of faithjcontdered in ubſtraſto, in its 
dani; is, free from doubting a for doubting ĩs not of the 
nature of faith, but contrary to it. But confitler faith in eoncretoy. 
as ĩt is found in this or thatſubje&( according to the common 
condition of regenerate men) ſo it is ever mixed. wich ſome 
doubting, more or leſſe. But ſo long as we agree in the point, 


* 


we will not vary about Nen | 0 

Bur the Condufions, which he inferrech from chĩs Diſtinction, 
call for a word or two of reviſall. 05 IN Ns 

x. Saith he, Separatifts arguments muſt be weak: | for they all con- 
elude that which we deny not, and no other thing, to wit, that beretichs, 
eduiterers,, ſorcereri, blaſpbemers, be no parts of ibe viſible Church, u i 
is aC hurt. Lg W 

But (by his leave) their Arguments prove two things more: 
1. That ſuch ſcandalous perſons eught not to be admitted into 
the viſible Church: 2. That being in the viſible Church, they 
onghe to be caſt V juſt cenſure. Nor are their Arguments to 
prove theſe argued of weaknes, by that diſtinction, from whence 
this concluſion is inferred. 108 327 3 WIE 

It is true, when they argue, that ſuch a Church ceaſeth to be a 
Church, where ſuch are tolerated, there indeed the wea kneſſe of 
their Arguments bewrayeth it ſelf. But y et it may be doubted, 
whether Mr. Rutherford himſelf do not ſeem to favour ours, of 
ing of theirs, when in the next page (pag: 97.) he reſolveth, That 
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inthe viſible Church conſidered , 


idered under the notion of viſibilit, all eternal! 
rofefſors, who are not manifeſily n4 openly ſcandalous, are to be reputed 
Members of the true viſible Church. MATEO 
Whichif it beſo, dg noe then the Arguments of theSeparatiſts 
conclude, that hereticks, adulterers, ſorcerers, blaſphemers, ace 
no parts of Chriſts viſible Church, not onely as ic is a Church, 
but alſo as it is viſible? For if all externall profeſſors, who are not ma- 
nifeſtly and openly ſcandalout are to be reputed members of the true viſible 
Church, cpoſi dered under the notion of viſs-attty; then ſurely hereticks, 
adalcerers, ſorcerers, and b!aſphemeis{ who are manifeſily and 
openly ſcandalous) they are no parts of the viſible Church, no 
not as vifible. Ys * 
His 2d: Concluſion inferred, from the former Diſtinction, is, 


VC 

i anoteof theChurch: he former of Ecelgha docginy the other of Ele 

eee ooo eddgtentt te 

I have ſometimes met with ſuch adiltin&ion of Dialeſtice:that 

it is either dicens,or nens: nor do I refuſe ti . e ofitto 
to 


Feeleſis. Neither would I deny: a 
bea now of he Chorch, if ce proſſhon of Faith, ere 
therwiſe the Miniltery. teachi 


| yathe preackir 
the Goſpel beJoyned wich it. Ocherwiſe the teaching 
of the Goſpel, though it be dren net is not Ecclefss decens, un- 
leſſe the auditory do profeſſe che Goſpel. and fo been, and not 
nee whazis canghe.. 
His 3d: Concluſion inferred from the Diſtinction above, touch- 
ing profeſſion, I would not wave it? let it ſtand; Laffect not di- 
ſtance, but conſent, ſo far as may be, without prejudice to the 
trurh. Bot when from theſe premiſes, he cometh to draw up the 
fac of the Queſtion, Icannox ſo freely and fully cloſe with him 
chere. 


T bs cer Gt ar Yet | | 

ing born is eee e Cade e 
grace, be the onely true matter of a right and lamfull conſiſtent viſible 
_ Chureb and Congregation: ſo that we are to jan with no company of. the 
worſhippers of God, buet ſuch vifible Saints a theſe : And to \acknowledge 
. no other ſociety for a true Church, whereto we are obliged to Jin our ſelver, 
A members, ſave onely ſuch a ſociety :? TL a | 
Or i ibis ſufficient fur the nature and right conſtitution of a true viſible 

C N Church 
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Church, that the company we are to Janne our ſelves unto, as n mem 
bers, have in it theſe true marks of viſible Church; The pure word of God 


porely preacpest 3 yve 2act mens at adminiſtred, with diſcipline ac> - 


cording to . word; and Twithal,” 4 ; people expernally profe Ning the fore- 
faid hes poſe they cannot give 10 1 manifeſt tokens and evidences, 
that they are e 25 called, and partakers of the Divine Nature, tranſia 
ted from death 10 life, elefied, called, and lied ? Thu latter (ſaith 
he) we held & the trath of God: thoſe of the epargtion, hold the former. 

But if thoſe of the Separation hold rhe fotter;' we (here) do 
not held with 1 5 but N dur Diſſent from them as ap- 
peareth In the 5 6, 7. Poſitions, layed down above, in the begin- 
ning of this Chapter. 

And for the latter, which he faith, he (wich che reſt 54⁰ hold 
as the trut of God; We h Ader to underſt; ind him a little mote 
clearly; before we cant eclare either our aſſerit, or diſſent. For he 
may take thoſe Marks either joyntly, or ſeverally: if joyntly, we 
conſent with hin, Theres the irne nalure of a viſibleChurch; where the 

e word of Ou! 4250 preached, 2 Ly phone Aueh 


red, with di ord of Ged. But chen his 
words 060 rightly: d, inte hey: properly mean. For 
we conceive the ih ot duely adniiviſtred ;"if my 


be adminiftred to Hh ip ſuch ag are ignorant and 
fcandalous. Nor i g ad 228 


Kk. ignorant and fende perlont be adm adm tec ing be 


1 


I: Neverrheleſſe;we ſhouldi not deny chat though all theſ nile | 


"ſhould not concur 3250 yz yet che nature of a true Church may 
. and, chou 105 4455 Ale for im ity. A8 at caſe) if diſci- 
'plinebe not du iniſtred, nor the Sacraments according to 
the word Ge, as it was in Corinth when the inceſtueus p ö 


and many other abuſes both in di cipline, and in the Lords Sup- 1 


per were . yet the nature and ellence of a true Church 
was preſerved amongſt; them. 

Bat if he intend theſe Marks to he taken ſeverally, then the | 
Preachin of the word alone, without ſome profeſſed ſubjection 
to it, will not be a mark of a true Church. The preaching of the 


pure word of God purely, (as by Paulat Achens, A&. 17.) was 
ts 1 I ere: : unleſſe the „ 


no certain mark of a pure Churc 
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had yeelded profeſſed ſubjection to it. Nor would the circumci · 
ſion of the Sichemires, argue a true Church amongſt them; much 
leſſe Diſcipline, without profeſſed ſubjection of the people to the 
word, in a way of Ged. Neither will it much mend the matter 
to ſay, (with Mr. Rutherford) That it is not the preaching of the wird 
eccaſionally, that is a property or mark of a true Church : but the conſtant 
preaching ef it. For amongſt us the pure word of God is preached 
purely, and weekly to the Indians, to two Congregations by 
turns; and they reſort conſtantly to the hearing of it : And haply 
means may be procured for the continuance of it (as hath been 
honorably begun by the Lady Armin, and others : ) and yet that 
will not conſtitute a Church of Indians, without ſome more pro- 
felled ſabjection to it, then conſtant attendance upon the hearing 
of it will reach unto. Howbeit now (through mercy) ſundrie of 
them yeeld ſubjeQion. | - . inlet w 
And for Diſc ipline, though ĩt were (as ſometimeic hath been) 
ſtrictiy adminiſtred in a cloyſter of 3ozks, no open ſcandalous 
vice tolerated amongſt them: yea though they ſhould enjoy boch 
the Sacraments in both kinds, adminiſtred amongſt them (as by 
ſpeciall diſpenſation might have been allowed to them, as was 
tothe Bohemians; ) yet without the preaching of the pure word of 
God (yea, and ſome profeſſed CubjeRion to it) that would not 


conſũtute them a tue Church of God, - 


Forbetter clearing che dern of the Queſtion Mr. Rutherford 
propoundeth, and aſſoyleth fome Queſtions, There be ( ſaith he) 


many queſtions infolded here of divers natures © For, 


1. Tbe Queſtion is, if a ſociety bave the word, and ſeals, and right diſ- 
cipline, andubey profeſſe the truth, but ſuppoſe their lives be wicked, be- 
ther bey not be anſwerable to that which they profeſſe ? 

- * T anſwer: ({aith he) No doubt , they ought tobe anſwerable to their 
Light, and obeythe boly calling, 
ell, and good: herein we freely conſent with him. 

2. 9. What if many of them lead a life contrary to what they do pro- 
feſſe, and yet the Governors uſe not the rod of Diſcipline to cenſure them, 
then whether ſbouldthe members ſeparate from that Eburch? 

They ought to ſeparate (ſay the Separatiſts: ) They ought not to ſepa- 

rate from ibe Church, and worſpip, ſay we. They are to ftay with their Ao- 


we 
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12 Of the Holineſe of Church-m = 
we fay ſo too. But what if the Church, and the Rulers thereof 
will net hear us? We ſay then, it were requiſite to inform other 
neighbour Churches what is ſcandalous amongſt us, and to 
ſollicite them 0 joyne with us in ſeeking the conviction, and 
reformation of our Church. But what if ſuch help cannot be 
had: or being had, do not prevail? may not a man in ſuch a caſe 
for the comfort of his own Son), and in way of witneſie⸗ bearing 
againſt ſuch enormities, peaceably withdraw himſelf from 
them, and ioyne to another more pure congregation? We know 
no cauſe to doubt of it. Feremiab( though a Prophet) withdrew 
himſelf from Jeruſalem, e 12. And Calvine giveth the Rea- 
ſon, Tedebat enim ipſum urbit, quia videbat-ſe fruſtra operam conſumert: 
Tedio itaque confettus, quia videbat ſe nihil conſequi apud homines du- 
ros & refraBarios, binc factum eſt ut cuperet ſe ſultrahere 4 conſpellu to- 
tins populi. And this expoſit ion is ſutable to Feremzes own expreſ= } 
fion of his owndefire (Chap. 9. 2.) O (ſaith he) tharT had in the + 
wilderneſſe a lodging place of wayfaring men, that I might leave my peo» 
ple, and go from them: for they be all adulterers, an aſſembly of treacheryue 
3. His 3d: Queſtion, which he affoyterh for clearing the 
point, is, What if there be purity of doctrine, l ut extreame wickedneſſe 
contrary to their diltrine, whether is that company a true Church er not? 

T anſwer, (faith he) it is a true vi ſible, and a teaching, or night mi- 
niſteriall Church, but ( (6 farre as can be ſeen) not an holy, nor a ſanSified 
Church, andtherfore muſt not be deſerted, and left. | 

But purity uf doctrine, though it may be a good teſtimony of a 
pure Miniſtety, and denominate it to be a true, viſible, teaching, 
tight Miniſtery : yet it will not argue tke company, where pure 
doctrine is taught, to be a true viſible teaching, right, minĩſte- 
riall Church, in caſe the whole body of the people do live in extreme wic- 
kedneſſe contrary to their doctrine. Indeed if the doctrine be pure, and 
but a fe names in the Church yeeld profeſſed ſubjection to ir, 
I ſhould grant that Church might be accounted a true viſible 
Church, in regard of the better part of it, as it was wich Sardis, 
Rev:3.1.t0 4. But if the whole ſociety ſhould live in extreme wic- 
kednefle contrary to their doctrine, and yet be a Church, then a 
company might be a Church only for their hearing ſake; though 
they heard with ſcorn and blaſphemy. If ſuch a company be 

£ 1 85 Eccleſia, 
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from ſuch a Church after due admonition, and convictian, is no 


. * 


4. I bat if the guides of the Church recezue in for members of the 
Church, thoſe that are known to le muſt ſcandalous, and wicked; and not 
ſuch Saints, as Paul writeth zumo, at Rome, Corinth, E pheſis, Colo e 
The anſſwer ts, the faults of the Guides are not your faults,who are pri 
vate members. Tou are to keep publick communion in tbe, publick.. ordj- 
 nances of Chriſt, but not to partake with their unfruitfull workes of dark 
ue ſe, but to reprove them rather, * | e 
But if private members be perſwaded in conſcience from the 
word of God, that themſelves have due right, and intereſt, as 
well in the admiſſion of members, as in excommunication of of- 
fenders, or in election of officers, how ſhall, they keep themſelves 
from partaking in the fins of their officers, if they ſuffer them to 
go on infuch amanifelt breach of rule, wichout due proceeding 
againſt them for their reformation? 


Not that I would e AT to proceed againſt their of- 


ficers without conſulting wich other Churches, ( officers, and. 


brethren) and without due time 


out officers, who indeed are not private, but a publick Society) 


may withdraw from the communion of ſuch officers: ¶ Rom. 16. 
17: and from miniſtring co theme as well as before they admitted 


them to communion , and elected them to mĩniſtration? Ic is eſ- 


ſentiall to . to have power to admit unto communi- 


on and to withdraw from communion. 8 85 | 
5. & What if the. members of the Church can give no reall proofes, 


that they are inwardly called, ſmffified, and juſtified, and yet uo ſcanda - 


lous out-breakings to be ſeenen them to teſtifie the contrary? 
I anſwer, ( laich he) foraſmuch at grace may Be under many aſbes, ( as 


a piece of gold under mountains of earth) if they profe ſe the ſound faith, 


they are a true vi ſible Church, and we are ro acknowledge them ar ſuch,and 


to icyne our ſelves as members to ſuch a ſoclety: or being members already, 


me are to remain in that ſaciety, and not to ſeparate from it in any ſort. 
But I marvell here, why he putteth in this fayourable anſwer 
with cwo ſuch cautions, or conditions ,which if they were both 


— 


W os wanting 


et allowed, and due means uſed, 
for their reformation. But if no means prevail, hat hindreth, 
but that the body of priyate brethren (that is, che Church wich- 


* 
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wanting; his Anſwer would ſtill be the ſame. The two cautions 
be, 1. No ſcandalous out-breakings to be ſeen àmongſt them: 
2· If they profeſſe the ſound fat 


- Now what if they profeſſe, and proteſt againſt the ſoùnd faith 
delivered by their Miniſters ? And what if they do break out into 
notorious ſcandals, living in extreme wickedneſſe? as he ſaid 
before in ©. 3. Notwithſtanding the abſence of both theſe con- 
ditions here required, and the putting of the contraty, yet the 
congregation. was ſtill to be accounted, a true, biſtble, teaching rigbe 
miniſteriall Church, and therefore muſt not be deſerted, and left: See is 
Anſwer to O. 3. So whether the body of the brethren ( which is 
the Church) profeſſe the true faith, or profeſſe ĩt not; whether 
out breakings into open ſcandals be found amongſt them, or 
not: yet ſtill we maſt give to ſuch Churches the right hand of 


. 


Fellowthip, and nor deſert them. 
But for our parts, we ſhould not diſſent, that ſuch àa Congre-- 
gation may be a true viſible Church of God, where thoſe tro 
conditions are found: And withall, that there may be a lawfull- 
remaining in ſuck a Church. Nevertheleſſe, we beleeve allo there 
may be à latyfull departure from it, withoüt finfull ſeparations 
in caſe we neither renounce their Church-eſtate nor brotherly 
communion with them, when we {hall have occafion to come 
3 amongſt them. If a man may remove from one Church to ano- 
| ther for the greater expediency of kĩs outward calling: why not 
much rather for the greater expediency of his {piricuall ediſica- 
tion? But in this I ſuppoſe there will be no diſſent. 1 
His ch. Conclufion is occa ſioned by Mr. Ainſworth complaint, 
that ſwarms of Atheiſts, Idolaters; Papiſts, and Erronious Secta- 
ries, Witches, Theeves, Adulterers, lyars, &c. are found in the 
Churches from which they ſeparate. Whereupon he holdeth out 
this for a | os. ö 
4h. Concluſion That howſoever openly and groſly propbane wicked 
perſon ( as known Atheifts, and mockers of Religion, Idblaters, Papiſts, 
Heretichs, witches, theeves, adulterers) are not to be received imo the 
Church, as members thereof, matillthey give evidence of their repentance: 
nor to be keptin the Church but to be excommunicated ©- yet there is no- 
thing more required, as touching the eſſentiall properties, and nature of 
being members of a Church, as vifible,but that they profeſſe before "mw the 
CEN atth 
| 3 


— 


J 
1 g 7 

; * 
p _ 
1 p 


| 7 
In this Concluſion of his, there be three diſtin& Propoſitions 
included: wbereaf the two firſt tend much towards reconcilia- 
tion: the third will need ſome explication, and in ſome ſence, 
after a ſort may be admitted. LE: 
The t. Propoſition included in this his 4th. Concluſion, is, 
© That notorious ſcandaloms perſons are not to be received into the Chureh, 
à member iubereof, untill they gige evidence of their repentance. _ 
2. That ſuch like notorious offenders are not to be kept in the Church, 
nt to be excommunicated. . 2 
- Both theſe e embrace with him, as the holy truths of God. 
3. That nevertheleſſe, There is nothing more required to the efſence, 
.. and nature aud being of the memberi, of a Church, s vi ſible, hut that they 
profeſſe before men the faiths and deſire the ſeals of ibe Covenant, ani 
But this 3d: Propoſition, as ĩt r in way of an Ar- 


1 
* 
. 


Covenant, and crave fellowſhip with the 


-gument a diverſi doch imply, that both the divers parts might be 
Fund in one and the ſame ſubject, that ſome perſons. may be no- 


-torious offenders (as known Ackeilts, mackers of Religion, Ido- 
- laters, Papiſts, Hercticks, witches, ) and yet. profeſſe before men 


ſeemeth to me to imply a contradiftion; For Atheiſts; 


But this 
mockers of Religion, and witches do not ptofeſſe the faith, but 
renounce it. Idolaters, Papiſts, and Heretichs do not profeſſe the 

true faithʒ but ſubvert the fou ndations ef it. | | | 

Neyerthelefle Ldeny not; but that inſame ſence, any ſuch no- 

- torigus offendor may ha ve the eſſence and being of a member of 
the Church, as viſible, to wit, in this ſence, a corrupt and rotten 
member, fit to be cut off. A member of the viſible Church( though 

. formerly an inoffenſive profeſſor of the faith) may afterwards 

fall away into any of theſe notorious ſcandals, and yet for a 

. while ſtil retain the eſſence and being of a member of the Church 
as viſible, to wit, till the Church ha ve orderly proceeded againſt 
him; otherwiſe the Church ſhould want power to proceed to 

the ex communication of ſuch a notorious delinquent: For what 
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hath the Church to do, to judge men without? 1 Cor.5.12. But 
: Cuch wichin the Church are to be caſt out? 1 Cor. 5. 11. And if 


ſuch 
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ſucht were olerated! in a Church; 3a Chtiſian un ſhould have | 
little comfort to Joyn in fellowſhip wich ſuch a Church, 5 or to 
continue long in it, if joy ned. 

Por take this 40h. Concluſion (as it is dere enen by the 
Author, and to his intent) and apply it to a Civil Society, and 
ſee if it be not deceirfull and dangerous: though I believe he him- 
ſelf neither intend deceit, nor danger to the Church init. Howſo- 
ever rebels and traitors, robbers and murderers; are not to be 
received i into the civill ſociety of the oommon · wealth, 5 untill 
they give in ſecurlty of theit good beliavionr: nor to be tolera - 
ted in the common- wealth, but to be cut off, and executed : yet 
there-is nothing more required, as touching the eſſentiall pro- 
perties or nature of being members of a common- wealth, bur 
that they be born and live in it, chat they profeſſe ſubjection to 
the laws and government before men, and deſire che liberties of 
ſubjects, and crave fellowſhip with the common -· wealth. And 
therefore a Countrey conſiſting of ſuch ĩs a true viſible common- 
wealth, and a man coming amongſt them; oughr to joyne with 
en; and of chem, 08g ut not to ſeparate from them. 

But who ſeeth not, there is abroad difference between theſe 
two, what is eſſentially required, to make men members of a ſo- 
ciety fit and ripe to be cut off:) and what is neceſſarily required 
to make men ſuch members of a rie; whereumto a man ought 
to joyne himſelf, and unto e Ware he e not to 
ſeparate himſelf from chem? 
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But as if his 40. Qonthifion (dach as it is ins 4 very 
ſtaffe and flate of the controverkie, Mr. Ratherford proveth ic 17 
fix Arguments: 145 
1. From the manner of receiving aenbere in the A poſtalich, Churelh 
where Ananias, and Saphira ( bipoerites) and Simon Magus (net 
before a ſorcerer) were received into the Church. 4271 
2. Fromtbe eſtate of the viſible Church plante 4 and e wu 
15. which is / a Dram · net, ( wherein are fiſbes of all forts: or n 


one 
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41 that of Corinth, Galatia, Epheſus, Thyatira, Sardis, Laodicea: where 

mam wicked perſons were found, a Demas, Hymeneus,$c. 

But all tkeſe Arguments do prove no more, then what we 

Willingliy grant, namely, theſe two ching? 3; 
ieee kipocri v1 and falſe SHIT 13 52 LG V5 

„ That hipocrires, and fa e brech ren may creep into the 


6. From the right conſtitution of the Churches planted by the Apoſtles, 


4 * 
* 5 


Burch, yea into the pureſt Churches, l 

2. That ſuch hipocrites; and falſe brethren may afterwards 
break forth into open notorious ſcandals, yea and may ( at leaſt 
for a time) be tolerated in them, and yet not take away the na- 


ture and eſſence of a true viſible Church. | 
' Oftheſe things chere is no controverſie. But none of all theſe 
Arguments do prove any one of theſe three things: | 
1. That theſe Churches did receive any open ſcandalous per- 
ſons into their communion without profeſſion of their repent- 
ance: or that they did toleràte them in the Church with Gods 
allowance. It is true, Philip received Simon Magus who had been 
da great ſorcerer: but did not Simon renounce his divelliſh art and 
profeſtion, before he was baptized ; as well as thoſeof like pro- 
tellion? 4 19, 18, 19,20. 
2. Theſe Arguments do not proye, that a Chriſtian man was 
.bound in copſcience to joyn himſelf unto ſuch a Church, where 
ſuch 1 | | 


ous ſcandals weretolerated, in caſe hehad opportu- 
nity and liberty to Joyn himſelf to ſome other Church, who 
1 » ked more faithfully according to the order of the Goſpel. 
I, is true indeed; whileſt'the Church 5 Ilrael, or of the au 
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18 'Of the Holintſſe of Church members. 

ſtood in fellowſhip of covenant with God there was no other 
Church under heaven, to which a Falchf | 
Joyne. For ltacl way not endly Gods people, but bs peculiar 
people by covenant : and therefore untill they renounced the co- 
venant, and Chriſt the ſurety of the covenant , God cot 


— 


ligious proſelytes muſt joyne to them, or live out of Charch- 

owlſhip. But the caſe is not Io now: now, no one Gentile- 
church is a peculiar people to God; other Gentile churches are 
oo people, as well as they. Ia Chriſtian man fee ſwarms of 
Athei ; 
one Church, he may lawfully forbear his joyning with them, 
and Mae to another more pure. y ; 

3. Neither do choſe Arguments prove, that a member of ſuch } 
4 Church, where ſuch notorious ſcandals are tolerated, may | 
not after all good means of reformation uſed in vain, wich- 


ely adminiſtred, if ſuch another may be found, and felleF ,- 
Tip with it orderly obtained. When the golden calves were 
erected in Iſrael, and the true Prieſts were caſt out of their office, 
the godly Prieſts left their poſſeſſions, and imployments in the 
ſy agogues , and went up to Jeruſalem; and ſuch as ſer cheir 


*— + 4 


of Iſrael, unto Jeruſalem to worſhip the Lord God of their fa- 
thers. 2 Chron. 11, 13,14, 15, 16. And may not Chriltians now go 
and do likewiſe, in the like caſe? 


f * + 0 RO Ng 
Declaring the ſtate of the Queſtion acoording to our pprebenfion. 
When Tfeek the true ſtate of e in our brethren of 
the Presbyteriall way, Ide not Tatisfie my (elf in the clear ap- 
prehenſion of their judgments. For yhen they ſpeak, What ought 
tobe (ieh. Hehe qualification of Charch-thentbets, they ſpeak 
Iafely and hotily , that the members of che Church ought te be 
Saints by calling, yea and fincerely alſo to anſwer their calling. 
But when they ſpeak de faGs, what members are found to be 
even in the pureſt Churches, they ſay, they are often found to be 


ull proſelyte might Þ 


| Ou d not f | 
take any other into Church-fe]lowſhip with him: and fo all re- 
and Epicures, Idolaters, and adulterers tolerated in 1 


draw himſelf from ſuch a Church, and ioyne to another more 1 : | 


7 "kipocriter, F 


and pradiſe: a0 7 ds eſſe 

Neither do we diſſent from them in Tok —_ . | 
although they are pleaſed ro "og aainſtus in defence of this 
| Kin way e never deny 
. . N hich 
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are lat thy received; as ; 


13 ance, and faith in 


Fee : gue do not ſcandal thei profeſſcn wich an une 


hen la, \1 ſay y they may 8 confirmed, I mean they may not 
be admitted to the ſeal of the Lords Sur ery which | is a Sacra- 


| id Bop 25 re not to be 
bers inte the Charch:or if born in the Church, yet ſo oc 
in ignorance to cheir ripe age, they are not to be pron 
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Fete make prof of ther Ga; which, ;chey 


DJ 


— 


20 / leni bot mien 
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1 Cor. 15.34. a 

25 1 Witches, Pepi, 54 all Holetcks, i ka aber 
deny the faitk, or profeſſe a falſe faith againſt eee N 
on of Chriſtian Religion, they are not to be feceiv ors. | 1 
into the fellowſhip of the Church, without repentanee and re- 
formation. { 

For ſuch profeſſe not the faith ef Chriſt, 5 but alber no o faith, 
0 e ee REY 
3. Perfoiis hotori cand, cnfor an ygroſſe 0 
De Ardukenneſſe ? y, 
1 e rer eee lucy 
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© Forſuc ſuch thou; baker prof th faith Chil 255 a.. | 


— lac are they to be eden wy any Eeclef 85 A 
vill cenſures either to joyne themſelv es l con- 


tinue in tke Church, or to be confitmed in Church · eſtate, by pars 1 
raking/in che oommunen of the Terdd Supf pda bath Noo YN 
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‚ A 1 fai wache reaſon ay be giv from ada attern of the 
WZ#:Church of Fel ol Re * cherche Was 
at firſt planted viſibly and eminently in Abidhim/Fam, he and 
his ſeert being received into covenant with God, and alted to 1 
| wo fellowfhi . che ſeal thereof Jin. circomcition?" 1 
3 deen of the promiſe (in 1 
ing Iſauc — 9 out of the Churchias unworthy to continue i 
in aka holy * 1 ip. Gena. 9, o/ ON LY 
The liken . t ul have been the yg of K an Gor tits 
* ee cation -F 27 760 eee 
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chongh . e was indulgen % 4-24 cut * | 
om the inheritance both of the bircherig hr, and of the bleſ-- 
fing; Hebr. 12. 16,17. Whenge it was that himſelf was depri ved of 
Church: fellowſnip, and his polterity, deprived botk of < Chureh=: 
fell 17 — and o the ſealo the Covenant, and bleſlipg, which: 
was ci mcifiog. And N recko :th op Edom amanye- 
then nations uncircumciſed: Jer 9. 266. 
In Jacobs family, although. is, bleſſing reached beyond. che, 
b leſſing of his anceſtors, (Gen. 49. 26:) to all his Children, 0 40 
that they and their poſierity Were all of chem admitted into the 
fellow ſhip ofthe Church: and though they had txpiatory ſacri- 
fices 1 A2 them even for known:ſcandalous offences, wor | 
being offered might keep ſundry of them in the Church, 
otkherwiſe might juſtly deſerve cutting eff from the cong..,, .ci- 
on: yet even in the Church of eel, there was order taken for 
theexcommunication of ſcandalous: offcidors., as is proved at 
large by judicious and learned, Miniſter of Edinburgh, Mr. 
i, ih Aaron Rod Blolſoming, book 1. Ca. b. & ca 1a. What 
ever therefore is alledged from the pattern of the Church of 
Iced, 12 he jaar 1 8 of a Chu — oe _—_ no- 
ä 8 ndalous pe Fern foun eren e he finfull 
f Church- diſcipline ia che to tion of- 6 abc 
Fo ab in tbe Church: and it may allo argde the continuance 
- of their Church · eſtate notwithſtanding ſuch toleration; but it 
2 nt arg 8 full e *. ere of ſuch. 
erſons, nor A 1 
Belles, Vas ſuch as were members of the Church of lrath 


ll coleration of ſuch offendors init. 

(even born Le Were: to profeſſe their faith and obedience 
be or the 10 * 2525 ople, Way Appear from the ordenof 
confellion = God himſel thro zwliere; 

ficlt froits:gnd: tithes, he was 


20 el 
e TE dae ane ofthe , the Prieſt, at the taber- 
nacle ef ilhing eſtatTof 
7 redemption 
15 9000 d of the faichfulneſſe 
| 3 them that land; And withially 
Find were 12 ai pro of their obedience tothe Com- 


e God, OF 14) and in thus doing, they: haben 
11 2 


e / 


r i. Bio... on. 


a hd $-'3 9 
* Me 
— . 1 a hb 
. PP 
> oy 


— 3 1 
a R , Te 
7 Rl e 
N n 
4 n 


N ene n kf C * e RW RAS > Tt 
Sy TA N 
N 7 
* }, 44408; 5 
. e ; I 
by - = \ 
iP 7 % Fog : 
, * N ” ** 
. — — ; 4% Þ 5 2 
iS 
. 
1 0 a 
* 1h 
i — 
. 


and avouched the Lord to be thats God: 5 Aud the Lord avouch- ; 
ed them to be his ople, 2, 17 18. 
And that the like or greater care was had of che rofeſſon 
and converſation of ſuch proſelytes, as were admittec iato the 
Church of Iſrael, will not go about to ſhew out of the Jewiſh 
writers; the Jewiſh writers were not eye · Wit neſſes thereof, as li- 
ving after thoſe times. But the Prophecie of Iſaiah may abun · 
 daiitly ſuffice to fſhew, what manner of perſons were 1 5 505 
cepted to be prolelytes both in the old a 4 new Teſtament 
they were, as joyneck themſelves to the Lecce ee 0h 10 
his Name, to be his ſervants, keeping tris Sabbat and taking 
hold of his Covenant: .. 56. 6,7. | 


Srer. II. 


8 11. 


2. A ad: Argument tending to clear what manner of perſd 
* receded members of the Church may be taken from 
e; fov he received none to his Baptiſme, but ſuch 
— their fins, and theretrith profeſſed their repentance, 
and faith in Chtiſt, whowasto come fie him, whence alfb his 
Baptiſme was called: Thebaptifme of repentance , for the remiſſin-of 
nt. Manh. 3.6. AB. 19. 4. Lick, 3.3 Whence the Argument 
ariſeth thus. 

Such whom a Golpeipittery would refuſe, and wich · hold 
2 Baptiſme, ſuch ought not to be received into Charchs- 

owlhip. 

But — miniſtery of the Goſpel would refuſe, and with · hold 
ſcandalous perſons from Baptiſme, and receive none but ſuch a6 
profeſſed faith and re 1 00 | ; 

Therefore ſcandalou 1 not to be. received to 
Cburch-fellowihip, butch ; as Tk faith and repentance. © 
The former Propofition (the . J is granted on all hate, 

For ſuch as may not partakejn any ſeal of Church-fellowſtip, 
may not partake in Charch-feltowlkip. The latter ĩs proved by 
the inſtanceof John Baptiſt, who baptized all that came tohim, 
eonfeſling their fins, and ee urea whether Publi- 
canes, teuldiers, or other people. But when he ſaw many of the 


Phariſees 
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Obj. EN John did receive theſe Phariſees and S addunes to hi Ba- 


briefly rehearſe them, and clear them 


Phariſees and Sadduces come to his Baptiſme, he refuſed them 
with a ſharp eee - war*ga of vipers, who hath warned you to 
fy from ibe wrath to come ? Match. 3. 7. ; 


3 


tiſme, though be did intertainthem with fuch a ſbarp r prof: 

 Anſe It ſeemeth to me incredible, contradictory to the very 
ſtyle of Johns baptiſme, that he ſhould adminiſter the baptiſme 
ot repentance, and yet haptiſe impenitent perſons, a generation 
of vipers ; unleſſe baptiſme weretziven not to ſeale up our initia» 


tion into Chriſt, but to beget it which orthodox. Divinity doth 
rejelt, it is not eredible that Jahn would cal holy things to dogs, 
or pearls to ſwine : or that he would make the Temple 


of God, 
a den not onely of theives, but (which is worſe ) of vipers. It is 


farre more credible, tkat the ſpeech of the Evangeliſt (Lick. 7. 29. 


30:) reached to theſe Phariſees as well as others;that all the peo- 
ple and the Publicanes, who heard Jabn, juſtified God, being bap- 
rejected the counſel of God againft themſel ve, and were n 
tized of him. Holy Auguſtine is moſt clear in this point , that nei» 
ther Jobn Baptiſt admitted any open ſcandalous. perſons to his 


. baptiſmegnor that in the Church of Chriſt any ſhould be received 


unto baptiſme who live ĩn any ſinfull courſe, till they profeſſe re- 
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3. A 34. Argument (or rather, a 3d. head of Arguments) may 
be taken fromithe eſtate and conditionof the members of 50 


Apoſislick Churches, which becauſe they are expreſſed more at 
large in the way of the Churches Sh. 3.Se&. 3.) I mall here 

| | from ſuch exceptions, as 
have been made againſt them by our brethren of the Presbyteri- 
all wa 7. 27 por | 


Thos. Reaſomihere, was talen from the nere relation, between ibe 
Church, and tbe Lord Jeſas, with theother perſons in the Trinity. The 


Lord Jefw is the bead of the Church, even of the viſible Church : and the 


2 viſible 


LD 
2 


ot bap»- | 


encan e and reformation. Aud for that purpoſe-wrote a whole 
bool entituled, De Fide c operibuu, extant in his. h. Tome · 
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14 Of. the Holineſſe of Church 
viſible Church is the. body of -Ehriſt Jeſur. 1 Cor. 1 2. 27. The viſih!6- 
d is ſaid to be the nen of God by the Spirit. Epheſ. 2.22. 
Jo he the temple of the holy Ghoſt, and the Spirit of God to dwell in them 
\Cor.3, 165. To be efponſed to Chriſt, as a chaſte virgin, 2 Cor. 11.2. 
The members ofthe vi ſible Church are ſaidto be ſons. and danghters of the: 
Lord God Almighty: 2 Cor. 6.18. and are exhorted 10 be, followers of 
God, as dear children: Epheſ. 5. 1. Nom hom can the viſible Chureb he 
called the member 4 of the ay of Chriſt, or the | ſpouſe of Chriſt, or the tem · 
ples ofthe holy Ghoſt, or the ſor and daughters of the heavehly:Father, ex 
cept the members in charitable diſeretion be (a indeed the holy Ghoſt dew 
feribeththem 10 be) Saints by calling? 1 Cor. 1. 2. and faitbfull brethren,” 
Coloſ. 1. 2. and i hat not onely by .externall profeſſion (for theſe are 10 
bigh ſtiles for hipcrites) but in ſome meaſure of fincerity aud trb- 

This Rezſoncaſt into form runneth thusʒ if particular (or vi- 
ſible) Churches ſtand in ſo neer relation unto Chriſt, as members 
to their head, ſpouſes to their husband; unto the holy Ghoſt as 
bis temples: to the Father, as his ſons and daughters: then we 
cannot lawfully receive any members into the Church, bur-ſuctp 
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as in charĩtable diſcretion may be eſteemed Saints by calling, 1 


and faithfull brethren. * ; 19111 

But rhe formet is true: therefore the latter. The connexion of 
the major Propoſuion Mr. Rusberford would grant, if Chriſt were 
the head of the viſible Church as viſible. And ſoTintend it, that 
Chriſt is the head of the Church, not onely as inviſible, but vifi- 
ble alſo. But this he denieth ; Por, ſaith he, that Cbriſt is the head of 
the viſible Church, as viſible, is not in all the word of God. 

I would not here ſtrain at words. There may be a fallacy, in 
_ affirming Chriſt tobe head of the viſible Church, as vifible. For 
then it would follow, that he is not onely the head of every viſi- 
ble Church, (which may well paſſe:) but alſo that he is the 
head onely of the viſible Church, and ſo not of the invifible. Bac 
chat ĩs far from my meaning : and I hope, far from his intention, 
to faſten it upon us. But this Iſay, that Chriſt is the head of the 
Church, as the Church, whether it be conſidered as invifible;or 
viſible. For even the Church confidered as viſible is the king 
dome of Chriſt; for ſo the Church is called the kingdom of hea- 
ven, when it is compated to a field, wherein are tares, and wheat, 

io a draw · net, wherein are good fiſh, and bad: virgins * ITY 
fooli 


* 


9 
* RN 
- * - LY 3 X ? 1 * * 2 2 
Sn 5 as, N 3 8 
>. WOT pO * OERTEIT" ENS. / * 


2 
N 


3 
2 


7 
* = 
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3 and25. 1, 2.14. And whois the head and King of this Kingdom. 
bur Chriſt e The Laws of this Kingdom 5 ba. bis r the 
$ officers of this Kingdome are his ſervants: che people of this 


4 
: 


kingdpme , are his ſubjects by p 


nances adminiſtred in this kingdcme are bis Inſtitutions: the 


F enſures are the judge ments of his mouth, which maketh me to 


Cfriſt to be head of the Chureb,, as viſible, and that bis heudſbip thereto # 
ni in althe werd of God. But therefore in a few words after he 
I _ qualifieth his ſpeech; In a large ſence (ſaith he) Chriſt may be called 
Ve bead af the Chureb viſable, as viſible in Ca Re ner of eto 
| mongroces for the {ay ery goverentent and uſroftbehger. - - > 

But this maketh meſtil re IE eſo judicious 
L andlcarneda man ſhould adyiſedly anddrliberately, gabe Chrif 
the head of ibe viſible Church (as viſible) onely in regard of the inſtena 
JF of commongraces..For are there not in the viſible Church, as'viſi- 
I ble,as fille Saints, as viſible Hippocrites? And is Chriſt 


ferences C for ought I ee) do una voidably fol- 


| low. No matyell, ifddyded Sectaries ſleighe ordained Miniſters, | 


and all publick-vifible Charch-ordinavces; when no greater be- 
1 -nefit can be expected from them, (in the judgements of the grea- 
] .ceft Divine» of this Age) but the influence of common grace. 
1 But fam hence; 1har Chriſti the bead of the Church uiflble as viſible, 
E in in telle of the infiuence of commun graces 3 be ( faith he) that 
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2 n ſe of Charch-members. 4 23 
J fooliſh, ſervants profitable and ſſothfull: Aab. 13. 24. and 47. 


ofeſſed ſubjection? the ordis 
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26 % ile Holineſſe of . cia 1 | 1 
to be admitted members ofthe Church under Chri ſt the bead , there 1 1 . 


4 of Chriſt but onely an union with Chriſt as head according to the influs |} 
ence of common gifts.In which reſpe&, Chriſt may be called the head of Ja» 

das the traitor, and of ſome other r hipoeriticall profeſſors. Aud 40% ah 2 
the promiſcusus multitude, that is, a multitude of profane Atheiſts, and 
ſeandglous mockers be not au of ICbriſt aur are to be acknowledged s 
bis members, hut ty be excommunicated i yet the promi ſeuun a of 
profe erg, whereof there be repr -obate and eleth, 00d and had. are to be 7e= ; p : 
cerved, and acknowlea 5 as _— 0 1 . M body, G be 
i 2 2 * 


mon gracess. } 3 N ance 05 the N 
DEE: 1 = 105 it wil onaveidably follow, that 
ver ſome plea may be made for hipocrites : yet pro hane 1 
nd Candah e HA; a pl oats Boe 125 1 
ar nk ſons) are not to be received as anos of iſts 
able body. Fox they e all communion w Chet 1 
as head, neither act ord ing to the 1 nce of ſaving life, nor ac- 
cordinꝑ to the influence common graces. The Argument run- 
_ - neth plain. 3 
bs. They. that haveno ſpirituall communion with Chriſt, they } 
& |  -.... houldnotbe received ac members of the Church, whereor Chriſt 1 
is the head. 1 
| But prophageAtheiſls, and ſcandalous mockers , andgrofly 
ant perſons have no ſpiritual communion with Chrift(nei- Þ 


4 . | influence of (avi „ norof c common 
4 | Gilt and therefore ſuch perſons as 72 1 received mem- 
bers of chatbody the Chuce eof Chriſt is the esd. 


— „that ſuch F 
f icated. * Whence 1 
ly 5 if they a ap car tobeſuch be- 

ey ought not to be rece ed. The Argu- 


ght un nicated; or caſt. 
1 | h mou ont ofthe Church 1 . 
3 not to be received into Ghurch · communien. 1 
1 But 2 9 22 eine 


required an union with Chriſt the bead, according to the Tn fees of the 
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1 — be Nee of and cal out of bony 


Therefore they oughtnot to be received] into Church commu- 


nion 


4 Rel 2. 'As for hipoerites, the caſe is otherwiſe. They may be 
42 received members into the Church, hot becauſe they 889 fel 
3 Jowfbipwith Obriſt the head, onely according to theinflaenceo 
donmon gifts: but becauſe having receiyed ſome ſpirituall gifts 
cCengb counnen they are 755 to profeſſe before wer 
erciſe oßſaving gift alſo, and i jos bo edi cerned fron 
1 . e gewent bf. chart 
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if eee be TR ro ed, h,{bo 
be received into the fellowſhipof the Chur 
f . hencegtharhipocrites are CALLE Al ILL h 
I inprivily intothe fellow! Saints, Galat. 2. 4. 
ider had lawfultrig erf Ing they ſhould no 
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thren, not onely in ſome externall profeſſion, [ 1 in ſome eee of „ 
cerig and ah, 1 

Not but that Saints by externall profelion( who 1 5 prove 
no better then hipocrites) may be admitted: nor becauſe hipo- 
crites, when they declare themielves to be hip6crires ; do forch- 3. 
with 7pſo faclo, 20 to be Church: members: but becauſe de jure, 


all Church. members ought to be Saints, and falthfull brethren 4 * 


And thofe that havethe keyes of the Church,ſti6nld not open che 
deore ti any, but ſuch as in 160 K iblediſcrerion, theyiconcelve } 
tobe better then hipoctites, even Sligte by calling, and fairhfull F 
brethreh ; and oe wh f3ch Hi 872 exam Hon, as to diſ - 
my ge derber deen Chi iflians, for is 
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reſt 
; ement, or deff air. 1 U . IF 1 | 
A ne t why way not bipocrites cvinteiownbipes | 
170 received as members, into the body of the Church! 
wh ereof Chriſt Is the head, L, Seeing they bave ion em * 2 the 1 
brad, according ti the influen Om 
Af is not union 1th 
commoh'gifts, that maketh 
body d Ch 


dead members: and dead members in de like dead — 1 
purge: Joh. f - 


ches in the vine, God will cut off, and not engraft, or 
15.2. 6. Aud ſuch ab have a n. te te 3 Wo ure dead; Chriſt 
WI ene e a8 an cad; 2 1 
e ee Rez. T. 253. yea! nd to deſtroy che Church with 1 
„Eben th ey hk aerbus. 28.17. 88 1 
o Tha\ returned a Re) to Mr. Ruvherforde-ick 1 
© taken frem the high Mites given to 
gende e dere to Ohriſt, they 
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in in fo weighty a cauſe; 
fant obſcu- | 1 
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5 he pooh as the raven 1.6650 05 Chriſts 1 2 9 | 
or eſpouſage, or redemption, or ſalvation. Chriſt is the Rede- 
mer and Saviour of his elect, whether the fruits of their election 
be viſible or not · 455 be is che head and Spouſe of his drag 


an ens true and fi ncere members of i Its 6 chough hey 
able profeſſion of theincovenant with bim, and of the rela- 
tion to im in the ſi ght of all men. 2 


„Az for thoſe 4— Mr. 1 0 ( peakerh. of * hay. #5 


a wheiſts, ſcandalow mockers, diſſembling bapociiter, we are. fo far from 
the Arminian Doctrine ca extend Lane : 


all grace to them, that 
mmon grace of exterpall, 


wewould not extend to thenthe,c 


64 1 * in the viſible e we diſcerned them evidently 


| 6 If; thoſe who are con- 
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ng d, are. to.be Uni hl 
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tie, n members into Jour: 0 2 5 except. 4 T2 . WG 75 
gonernment, which you cannot 00 From th, word 0 0 Nem 10 
refuſe communion 10 nde known to ers. of Chrifts body, 

and io ſeparate e all one. Ane there, re in thu you ſep atate your 
hin Pond, > | 


Mr, Ratberfordis: e x \wrongfully. iokoemel, that we. 
refuſe communian, or.admiſhign of any ſound bel reyer, or mer 
ber. of eee of — piety into our Churches, eſpe- 
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ment at all: nor ever di chat IK now. Neither. do we o much 
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| 1 ** of our Gau he be willing ts ce cle: yea 
rather encourage hit, and Faltrad i to it. Onely ic it tr 
we do not compell any man to Joyne with us, eint his will, 
as knowing Chriſt accepterh a willing people; Fal. 110. 3. len 
nt we therefore that ſeparate from ſuch, but they from uss. 
Whecher or no we can make good our Church: government 
from Gods word, though he be pleaſed co deny it, and our 
fel ves ſee no cauſe of preſuming on our own ſtrength: Vet we 
Believe on {hd Lord lefus Chrift{who is the head and King of 
trübe Churct-govertimentY chat tiimfelf will bear witneſſe from 
heaven to that government, which his Goſpel hath taught ws; 
and will alſo in due time e „and opportunſty, FIC 
make good from his word, what we practiſe according to it or 
elfe we live not by 5 y faith ee but by fancie. Means 
nile, as we beleeve; we ſpeak, we never yet reid ot Heard, ay 
tuch exceptions againſte e Churel government, as night gie 
us juſt ground to ſcruple ir. 
Mr. Rusberfard * in pag. 257, 258, 259. of his Dae 


R; ht of Prezbyteries) to give fe tne. 8 c n bede 
I the Ar Es ire om the ac ts | 
to ch-ny | TD 


ng 0 e by 965 dſeribeiß them to be )'S aims by calling; 
rCor. 1.2. el nere Cees. 2. and that not onely in 
external profe (for beſe are" 150 kogh Piles for hipooriter,) bat in ſome 
meaſure of fmeerity all tri | 
This Arguunent we c bene ee. of it above.” Bur 
Mr. Rutherford here ca etb it imo ors; fron . 
Thoſe onely we are to admit members o the viſible Church', who inthe 


Judgement of ebarity are conceived to be fich, a wer the members of the 
TOY Church of Corinth and Eee. DE 


But 


of it | tube? SA Es 


But onely ſuch a were the habitat ion of God by big Spirit ( not onely in 
ofeſion, but in ſome meaſure: of ſincerity and truth were the members 
of the viſible Church of Corinth and Epbeſus. 
"Therefore juch onely are we to admit to he members of the viſible 
Chureb. 
This form of Argument is different from what I intended and 
* above, which runs thus: 
F particular (or viſible) ue in ſo meer relation to Chriſt, 
es members to their head, and 2 to their luuband : unto the holy 
. Gboſt, as bus temples, and babit ; tatbe F ather, as hw ſont and daugb- 1 
ters then we cannot — receive wg: re into the Cbureb, but 
faltbfull . | 
But abe — true. -thereforethe Loews 5 
But 4 a categorical Form 0 ſeem more acomptable, 3 tante 


ae be — wr 
RR Ghoſt, the members; and Ia * 
Chriſt, this ſons and daughters of GOd — — 


Nr e . Andr Obur- 
e by 


An . Tha Argument 0 faith he) concludeth not the Dweſtion © 
ir proceedeth onely upon our conception, that we are to admit ſuch 


* a ant — or evverive to be the hf of ; 
0 l amen, (in cannot be infallible) then 


1 Chriſt 
' — 4 


we may admit thoſe Dat are not regenerate, if we conceive them 60 be red 
generates 
Very true, we readily grant it. 


N 2 os ren ſo fllhythe the members adhd. 
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3 Of the Helineſſt of church. aemburs/ | 
muſt be Saint, and faithful, not onely in profeſſion, but in ſome meaſure 
of ſincerity aud trath. FI RN e ee 
Reply. We ſay not falſly in either of theſe: for both are true: 
the members of the Churches muſt be Saints; that is, de jus, 
onght to be Saints, not onely in profeſſion, but in ſome meaſure 
of fincerity and truth. Therefore we may not lawfully admit 
any members into the Church, but ſuch as in charicable diſcre · 
tion we judge to be Saints, and faichfull in ſome meaſure of fin- 
cerity and truth. lt is trueʒ that he ſaith, the Church may be 
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deceived,: and the Apoſtolick Churches were themſelves decej- 


ved;yea-and the Apoſtles themſelves alſo in the diſcerning of 
the ſpirituall eſtate of Ananiæ, and Sapbira, Simon Magus, and 
ſuch like, at their firſt ad miſſion. Neither doth. God require ei - 
ther of the Apoſtles, or Churches, either then, or now, that we 
ſhould be able to keno the hearts of men { which is Gods own 
peculiar attribute: ) But yet in judgement of charity, they con- 
ceived them all to be Saints, and faithful whom they admired, 
when they did ad mit them. If thoſe whom they admitted de · 
clined afterwards, from their holy profeſſion, and declared 
themſelves by their fruits to be ſcandalous hipocrites, the Apo- 
ſtles did accordingly proceed 'againit them eit her by ordinary 
or extraordinary cenſ ure. 
2. His ad. Anſwers, the aſſemption id falſe, for the Apoſties admitted 
to be members of the Church vifvble at Corinth, and ' Ephefus-, not aneh 
Saint by true profeſſims but alſo carnall men, denyers of the refurreQiion, 
rte of the tables of devils * and in Epheſus, falſe apofiles, and hart: 
evel 2:3. Spry dvr" ane. BER 
' Reph. Ic is true, the Aſſumption is falſe, to wit, the Aſſump · 
tion which he miſcollected : but not the Aſſumption which dur 
; enen e med, holdeth forth: which was this, Be- 
n e E 8 woe 1 
' = Thatthemembersof Churebes planted and ackmwledged by! the A- 
poſiles, were ſuch as they in charitable diſcretion judged to be Saints, and 
faithful brethren, (and particularly, the templerof the hoh) Ghoſt) 
e e e tn ee ee ene 
And for ſuch the Apoſtle doth exprefly acknowledge them: 
1 Cor: 1.2. Nef 2-22. + © „„ vibes 0099 a5 
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Devils, it dork noo vore ah 4 beg i rain 10 
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Mother In Lr, when he ING ener 3.406 
if he ſo lived-tha i it was publickly kn 

-Ibdabthnot appeare in * Text, char Pant admitted leihe | 
Charch of Epbefus, falſe Apoſtles and Lyars, the Text al ledged, _— 
S Civ. 2: 2,3.) ſaith no ſuch thing : but only, that the An- 9 
gelt chat is, t e Hderſhip) of the Church of Epheſus, tryed =o 
dum, "many faid they were Apoliles, andere not, and found of 


; But whether they tryed them before cheir enteance into the 
2 Church, pans a es EC 0 l % 29 
1 a them before, and 38 Lan ande re- 
: Ewe ix is rhiarwhich weereadily i 
1 ved, they weve falle Apoſtles in their firſt entrance, and 
* 2 was more remiſſe in try ing them, and admittingthem 
inda their firſt ntance, tan the El on r e h 5 
Bat in caſe tlieſefalſe Apoſtles mereMimberzof Kees — 
1 the Elders tryed them, and found them-luch, (to vethe 1 
1 mi the honour due to his. vigilancie and-faithifulnefſe)1 
dare be bold to fay;ithey did not appeareto the Apoſtle to bee 
fal Bntchren, mu c Apo eo when the received them 
into the Church A ee him at all) but to 
bimthey appeared as Dem did, when at firſt he acounted him, 
ow-nelper, Phil, -24-. afterwards ,' he oved a 
Fm. 4. 10. Sure I am, Paul-doth' 
1 Epboſis, that after. his . griexous wolves 
1 Lale enter in ren „not pi dhe Hock. Als 
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Obj. But when Paul giveth the Church and Members of Gurinth" 


neh ſpirituall Styles, be ſpeaketh of them according tothe beſt part, (For 
lle e . the Covenant is written and dhe for 

_ the Elefis/ſahe,and for believers, & c. nor doe the-Promiſes of ibe Co 
venant indeed, and in Gods intention belong to the viſible Churobg 
though the word be preached to carnall men fer their convic in. 
Rephyi I truſt, he will not deny that the word is preached to 
carnall men fur their converſion alſo, as well as for their con- 
vickion z unleſſe they be not only carnall, but reprobate. And 
ſurely ſundry parts of his Epiſtle are directed tothe Inſtructibn 
and reformation of the partakers at Idols Tables, and of the 
Denyers of the reſurrection: of whom to ſay, that they were all 
Reprobates, or carnall inen deſtitute of all Spiritual life; or chat 


the word was written only for their conviction, and not ſop 


their; unfeigned * xa it / is more then can be juſtified. 
Godly men may fall farre and: foule, both in judgement 
et I know no reaſon, but that the true Saints in Corint 


ately canverted from Paganry, might as eaſily fall to deny th 
reſurrection, as Peter to deny the death & reſurrection of Chriſi | 
Jeſus, Mat. 16. 2 1. 22. Nor doe I ſee why the like Saiũtiꝭ at C 


rinth, might not-zasdvell fall ro paitake with Idolaters, ar dhe 
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Tables of Devils, as Solomon converſe in conjugall coinmunion; 
with his Idolatrous wives, yea and erect Temples to their Idols 
and Devils, and to maintaine their Tables at an dxceſſve- 
charges and yet lie ſtillxetaine his Saint ſlũp and they thæits ?: 


3. Hi ſhird unſmer icli affirming this 
only wee are to admit: ta the viſihle Church, 


0 
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wee - concede 


fition tobe falſe; thoſs |} _ 
gee wh | 


Saints, aud ſo are per ſwaded of them intbe judfemen' of Charity ] . 

For the Apoſtles did agmit all Profeſſars, even 30004 at one Ser- 

mon in one diy, Ads 2. And they could not be per ſwaded in the judge? 
Ag 415 15365 ne! 


ment 5 Charity, tbat ubey were all Saints. 


deply.If Mr. Rutter ford can as wel prove that Propofitidn to be 


falſe, as he doth afflrm̃ it to be falſe, we mũſt without tergiverſa⸗- 
tion or evaſion, yeild the cauſe. But the reaſon he giveth of the 
falſhood of it, is only his bare aſſertion upon a weak ſoundation 
That the Apoſtles did admit all Profeſſors, becauſe they admitted e- 
ven 3 ooo at one Sermon in one day. Ads. 2. of whom they could nor 


be per ſwuded in the judgement: of charity, that they were all Saints. 
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©..\Reply: ai 12 merten Pres thin 
re, the all oppoſert, and —————— 
orant ne, noriAtheiſts, nor any 
ane modes abefeed annere Wege above ; 
Amel. ain eg iI uon 
2. Its too beoad an aflecrlon; chat che l, did 
2 all Aloe if it be extended to ſuch as profefſe Chriſt 
-with'thely mouthes, but ĩn their wòrkes dor deny him; or if 
; be extended to all ſuch, as doe ortlinarily heare the 
urtls and crave Fellowſtiip/wich-che Chitrch in tlie Sacra- 
enz. There is no ground any ſuch Latitude ofadmiffon in 
je New - Teſtament t A "1 
As forthoſe wege the genes Adder 2 
mon, in one day: There is no ground of any ſuck ;pmicene of 
adm lin all the New · Teſtament. e 151: 
„bor thaſe 3000 which the Apoſtles admitted aſter our der 
mon, in dur day: they were not ſuch as only heard that Ser. 
Mionz)bur were pricked in their hearts at the hearing of it: 
ed not as Stephens hearers, to kick at it; (A957 '54) 
but lov ngly and reverently to ſubmit themſelvesits the in- 
. direction of them that wounded them, faying to 
. (Peter; N uther the Apoſtles, Men and — wedo? 
„l. 37. And hen they were inſt uctedꝭ and Hor tet to re- 
ent; and be baptized into the name of Chriſt, and to fave 
themſelves from that froward generation, they gladly received 
Ver, gt And that in a time, when che rereiving of 
3 3 And theſe are ſaid to have continued 
Apoſtles doctrine and) Fell owlhip, verb z. to 
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8 Theſe are not che Char acterg of all Pro- 
feſſors, but of Saints: nor can it-be! argued: the Ap 
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fern in heart to, though. in tlie 
ous in life. In che ſecond Epiſtle, » 
teth theChurch to 7 5 him 1 vp. communion, he doth. 
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| ble) hat they ſhould renounce Felto ſhip wi 
ples even from this ſtyle, for ye art (laith-he ) the : 
the living God: and What a 1 en ot God | 
with Idols, 2 Cor. 6. 16. Paul when he writeth t 
the Election and ordination of _ Ea. Tony ber 
Church of Eybeſus,and ſuch orher thi '  Oburch- 
Order; he therein looketh at Ey. 17 a8 l . | 
And yet when he ſummeth up vpe of piſile, -thefs 
things (faith he)-haveIwritten rorhee, 'That 5 5 
bow io leave iy ſelfe in the Houſe of Gods - Which 155 
| 


lwing God, the Pillar and ground of Truth, 1 Tum. 117005 . 
ſible Church of Epheſus, as adminiſtred by Elders and Deacons 
was the Houſe of God, it was alſo the ” Temples of . — 
Choſt. In the for mer᷑ place pᷣ the Corinth c ac r. 6:16 The: po- 
fe arguerh the Church of Corinth 2 Temple of the HU 
Ghoſt, becauſe the Lord fald;1 will dwell in tha. ' arid/Willke 
in them. And that ver AA of Chriſts walk ing in chem he 15 
Lord himſelſe vouchſafethᷣ to the ſeven villble Churches of Af 
Reus g. 1. and the very truth is, if the vile Church of Chr 
as Mile, were not the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, (even u iti ig 
aminiſteriall and gove . 1 — -commeth/all the 
ſpirizuall-efficacy and p that is found in the Admini- 
Gand of ches lord b. __ oe rr and Caifanes: of the 
5 . 
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>The forme which he caſteth wifle Argument into 990 a 
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rers 7 _ r 5 10 ſul 2 5 T each 
2 Chirchain make Tryall, and ed of the true 
2 2 0 feng Per fon, 4 Va receive him — the 


1 every Member f ab Charchis no only in Profeſ ron, but 
in n ſincerity and truth, to be a Saint and faith full. 

Ergo, the Officers and Body of each Cburch, muſt make Tryall, and 
be ſatisfied of the true faith, and Jentlifieation of every perſon, before. 
they receive him into the Chir b. 

Reply. This Sjllagilineis none of mine (but Mr. Bailyes : |) 
ror. can:it be gathered from any worde of mine, in the Place 
whence hefetcheth it. 485131 

My words be theſe, \ N 

In the way of our Churches; Chap. 3. Sect. 3. page 56. 
Wee dee Members ĩmathe Church, be ſuch (as according 

eee Chiiſtians Jay be conceivedtobe 1 retei⸗ 
Wee into Fellowſhip with Chriſt, the head of the'Churcks. 

en follow our Reaſons, from the neare relation e 
Chriſt Jeſus, and the Church, and the High ſtyles which there- 
upon the Apoſtles give to xiuble Churches, and to their Mem- 
hens, ( dp —— e 158 —.— —.— 
one 125 ag 


Beth tb C1 Gor: —— L Beten Call 7 
Nl anos — wn ee hap: theſe are too high 


ts mea ſure vffencerity and truth. 
1 cee and charitable diſcretion, are 
evicen . laying dow ne our poſition, and in 
the con os 0 one dn gument, methinkes, if Chriſtian can- 


- dour, Kine, yet legicalf reaſon ſhould have enforced the ex- 
e — 9 of his Syllogiſme: which had 
e e dome, he had ned. Gelquy ofjultexception, at leaſta great 
WR TY GeWe pats 
5 the argument 8 will runne thus (beſides the true 
Heme which, I intended and expreſſed above, page 52. 
- -If the Church, ant Members of the Church, — to be 
Saints and Haithfull not only in externall profeſſion; but in 
ſome meeaſureoffiporriey and tuch: then the Elders and'Breth- 
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2 . a 8 ; 
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be — 2 bucſach 
— e ckurity ney concelye to W IJ 
r ] i} 6 s 3 
But the Church and Members of the Church ought'eo:bd 
Saints and faithfull, not oy mn RIES ee 1om bud i 
ſe me meaſure of ſincerity and truch. : 5585 
| Therefore the Elders and Becthren are not to Lane | 
as Members into the Church, hut ſuch as in judgemientof chart 
ty, they conceive to be Saints, and faithfull. wo 8 
Let us now conſider Mr. Baihes anſwer-. 
Wee anſwer (faith he) no part of thi Argument is bene 
Maj or „and the Minor, and concli fion are vitious. / 2 5 
The concluſion is two wayes 1 45 2 
. — 


1. It conmeth not neere the queſt wr 1712 


to ſeperate from a Church, ich 
Memberb, — 3 . wr Past . . 
cation of tbeir © ens o 6 Fo de 
Habeler not concluded, this Arrow. erbte mark. 
Keph. Mr. Baily taketh his aimeamiſſoifhethink, we liebt 
our arguments (as Arrowes at ſuch a max e crogur 
The Queſtion ot Seperation is a. qiſtind Qae Abeba hl 
in hand: every delinquendie in a Church, whether 
or Members, or boch) doth not fbrthwächt put re Ane 
ceſſity of deperation, Onmiapriustentanda: neceſſt e 
on is the la dy of gro Lend nos 100 Nan 
good meanes, ſtil remaining ivenrable; fy 8 


a lawfull expedieneie of rem 


Church, to a more pure, withour then . 
hat h been opened above, in ene che fate 
hand with Mr. Rutterford: 55 


2. The 2d. fault which Mr. Baily 72. 1 
That it conderneth not the Bftate of fy 2 88 
ring of new Churches, or admiſſion 0 1 into them. 2 wt | 

of 


. 
ND. 1; 1015 


there may ſeeme ¶ ſaib he) to be 3 for the: Tryull 5 
Members before admiſfon's but the reformed Oburche, h 4 ehem 
ſelves to be ſo farre nue, that they ee 7 de Sen 


they are not concerned in this 6a ſe vf duni non. Ry ei Manger —. 
borneinthe Cburch, uiul. — en ſeuled ra them in n wen 
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Rea 
able, mo way es for 10% be 
to 1 0 ee = 
; arm arches, then 
2 nf bites Rs 7 5 


Dur 15 h he 
. a, 3 # AE to op- 


ofa d Church 
ad according to the 


| primitive} act; tern 
viſeth in his Scripta Anglicana, cenſur ; 2 Con) inatioue | 

wehavelpc en before, and ma . 1 Hag) more her 
£ ra ile is a e party, 4 ety {not apy x 
| mich le ſe main /pi arof A ne, ( | 
nor any groun of bur ſy 


as he ſaith. He is not e 


"Ih 


4 1 90 e 

8 N 4 7 falt 0 Me. 1 1 

se that every mem 1 e Kg 5 
"wot ap vor rod wb Th mini 75 Y If, 


_ the officers and body of the Church 705 
| . 855 eilen of eyery perſons, bf 725 receiy Lk Inte 


es 's power in the prople woult We one \of thew's a Se- 


| governor, : e. 6 
Reply. It is Mr. Baihes inference; and not Coke ; "ak becauſe 
the erties of the Church ought to be Saints, and faichf full, 
therefore the body of the people malt take trial, and be fatis fied 
in the true faich, and (aero of Py Whbin, they receive 


into 


eee 
il v/ eber nin keys. | 
"them, Nos chls le neither dor füge 
Menges 2 185 ded the firſt g athetin of a Ch 1 
the people do meet together, and do pi ar dme duties 
yer and fpiricgal all conference ragether, till they be well ſat 
10 in elle ſpi inal 20 eſtate one of Ferber: yet this facll⸗ 
fadige .* 110 
often falleth ſhort of certaintie and fin ceritie of fanctifcation. 
Andł after a er, isfarniſhed with Elders, it it the Elders of- 
fee to try tl 3.200 and, . of ſuch as offer theni · 
ſelyes to! the 116 1 aritie, they 


6 | ry 1 25 bee Fo 3 5 obo 25 ay be- 


2 55 ſed In the ty 17 5 
*Br ar Teas opel > tO! 2 
q. ae ncerile, a6 

Nor will 8 Fi es Church; over 
ra £c Fi in, Ji 


Me charl- 


themſel ves to 978 hon 
ple 5 ch his cafe) uo tote th 
e WE Sau aſſayed 


e Di Ach lei, 
1 


8 
were afraid bim at firſt, 457 not 


Diſciple : Ad. 9. 26. There is, a 
e pgeth to 18085 
ir i rer Oh Fine with le- 


8 c 
ante lik 1 Cor. 5. 
42 925 5 0 e isa j 1 Rule or Sen be 
euliar to Elders. 

But apainſtthe fatisfadlion of the Elders or officers. C. Baily 
Pleadeth, If there he any tr in it, that the Meer ſhould he ſai fied 1 
the true and ſincere grace of theix Members at their Ft admiſſbon , why 

not as well afterwards,when thoſe who afoſt were taken for. truly regene= 
rate have thereafter fallen into ſuch error in Judgement, and ſuch practiſer 
of life, a have wen Juſt ground to com lude the 7 generation of ſome, 
aud to d oubi Fo enegener ation Fathers: ? Nom if 55 uncertaiutie of rege« 
perationbe a Juſt cauſe to hold a man ont of all Churches, is ij not 4 ito 


: oauſe 


| po her then charſtable diſeretion, which 
er 


tw. AX 


& ption agal nſt the profe pn, Or | , a 


Jem caſt #manon 3 by alin o 2 — 
toiney appeateth; which at firſt was covered 2 Tet none of ur — 
fene tlie 5 eee. . 8 Funes 
a gend io man PO} he Aeg 3,390; 
Ee $96 dy mas, i 


| 5 3 Bd 9 Gabon an evÞ 
1 d as if we required certainty of rege- 
neta tion, and inward: finceritie in ſuch as rete to be — 
Church : member; ew we expreſl ard pur ſel ves cher 
. our Tenent before cure A rgument, 
and in an in the conelu c e 8 -Quit 
Gini mg 


ne hagd eee 
or . Ane 


th 7 4348 L e e 


wif ians) wien be e 
but ſuch as we — — 


dntrüdiſtingi ſhed fro profellions, der 10 50 
terfore; of ou whence 
Fir robe wary ory 18 Dr 
_\Zhemmbars of he viſio Ghurch( faith the condufion Negtrithe 
6 ſealleth then ) ihe member; of ibe boch ar abe ſhouts of Clniſty 
E yes eee 2 
e at 
e 5 boly Ghoſt indeed deferibeth alem to belSaintrby _ 
Za ed bes nw een e el. 
Now there is the ame wide difference between ctieſe tos as 
was obſer ved before in the former, Geke pla the A- 
Ps — 8 N 


a n ** 9 . p es J * % 9. * r 1 * p a NA tat 3 2 * y 
, * nr RT 2 * * a. a 1 I 4: a 6, q V7 r N * 2 : 
8 12. 22 ir 2 bY 4 N — 4 * 

e 9 . * 7 x me 4 A 

Fe * 7 N mn * E * 

I * _ % * 
1 * 2 
- 
- oof * 
. : - 
- . 4 9 
a © - — 
* 
- 
"= 
# 
o 


| hn he looked 


of a mountain, — — lands it, yet he. 


 8t4ecelvinggio members into che Ohurch, ut ſürhas if 
ment of charit 


| ohbiſche 
- withefſes. And yet chert is none 1 affencts, — may jaſtly 
Expoſe a Church-member to a new tryall, if he fall into then. ': 
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m_— to be members anch pol 
ſons and daughters of the Altoigity wennde 
Karl able ſeretion Heer HighedoF chem ther of es. 
A Fthemt a as Saite ande 2H full brerhren, not on 5 
i outwatd f rofefſi 0 but 15 — begebe Gt | 
And ei wache hing to ſay, the Apoſtſe gave then ſu 
high ſliles: and Aae was'certain of Abele regeneration, 
and of the inwarditrath-of their finceritie The ſumme of che 
Argument rondetk to this ſcope; that a5 the ts received 
notz nor acknowledged Church members, but fach as inicharis 
table diſcretion they 888 to be Saints, and faithfull bre · 
thren: no more ſhould we. He chat in ſhootiag aimethat the i 


ſnoot higher, then he that abmetk at a Neil: ſorkepchatiiins I 


-areSaints) and faithfull brethrenz theyfhall 
"Cc egmorex 8 that indifferently acc \ 

hipocricei; if lg be-they williops * 
receive th Ic i 4311 


— 2 ö torwarar gun they gives 
IT Non s 3 r O17 f 238 179 
d that ofa tiyall 


k andal},wher ſrhere 
. but we v to tryall abou 
voffences will not lde juſt ground, c 
tia: 2 e of certaintie, . 
und Lon, inceſt, Noabedtunkenbeffe, and Peters p | 
tyſpend:our fuſpitiontot- irvi N =>" 
they former hbvomede > 
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Wie have (cen Mr. Baihes excepriontagainſt the concluſion of 

dur Argument, us alſe againſt the major e He facthes 
proeredetł to except againſtthie minor. 7 

| 2 The minor ( lalth he) m do deny ara very dang 3 vn 

the comrary: every member of a viſible Church is "in in truth all 


ala and Saint. Key! 
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x will tranſport an honeſt m 


ae and a Saint. 


(Caith he) it in earn 


goth gb Ted pre ee of « 


of mine; eicher in words, or ſence, or ſcope. 


* * 52 ; 8 5 


Of the Holineſſe of Chus ch. member. 45 
Reply. See whicher N contention ,and. miſguided: zeal 
| neſtminde. This minor is not onely none of 
mine, but Mr. Bail well knoweth it to be none of mine. For take 
my Argument, as bimſeltwas pleaſed to caſt it into a ſyllogiſme, 
and the minor was this, (in the 163: pag. of his Diſſwaſive:) 
. But every meyer af each Chuncþy i not onely inprofeſon, bur in ſnce> 


rity and truth 30 be a Saint, and faithful. 
axalt difference between theſe two; every mem · 


4% 2 


» „Nou | there. Is 


ber of a vifible Church is in truth and fincericy a beleever, and 


Saint and this, Every member of a viſable Church is to be a be- 


e former exprefſerh what a Church- memberis, de falta: this 


latter expreſſech what he is tobe ( or ought to be) de jure. This 


latter I on ag a truth, and he bimſelf owned it as my minor: 
yea which is more, he owned it alſo as his own Tenent. For thus 

e expreſly declareth his own judgement, (pag. 156.) Ve grant 
8 ly to be wiſhed, and all lamfull meant would dili- 


; Surely then members of che Church (howloeyer they he, yet) 
they re to be, that is, gughr to be, holy and gracious. 


: [992 - 73 wh TS 109 & Þ 8700 

Mic, Beih ſfudy out ſome other meaning of, Are io le bohy then, 
exght to be holy, he muſt then takethe minor to himſelf; it is none 
4 * 1 5 8 5 1 8 Wade - 


ee . ene 
- Bar againki this Minor of his own making, hercaſoneth ears 


© Thu, ſaith he, i againſt Scripture; and all experience in every viſible 


| Ch ch. All who are called. are not choſen : In the field of God, there. are 
Fares among the 1 in his fold, goats ne the ſheep; in hu net, bad. 


bes among the good: in lis boxſe veſſels of dzſhonour, not of hoxonr onely,@ 
fu the beſt Ghurches of the Scxipture, me have too many bad members, Ju- 
das, Ananias, Saphiras Simon. Magus, Hy meneus , ard P hiletus, 
Demapandrlr Laff 5D Go oo 

j All chis we acknowledge, if not as a certain, yet-as a probable 
truth. nor did we-gver dqubt of it. Onely this we beleeve, that 
none of theſe bad, members were known to be ſuch, unte the 
Church, when they, were receiyed members into the Chugth,. It, 
is true indeed of 7444, that £ 1ippor 
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Ohridt knew him to be an. 
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all the diſciples: hey alf n ſuſpected their own treachery to 
their Maſter, as his. And Eee not judicat de oecultir, Beſides 
Chriſt had ſome ſpeciall reaſon, why he received him into bis 
family: that the counſel of God, and the Stripture might be ful- 


filled, He that eateth biead with me, bath tif 7 bl ber l againſt me: 


Pſal. 41. 9. with Fob. 13. 18. 
The proofs that they bring ( aith Mr. Bath) come mo! Fu tothe Ser. 
on. 
P And it is true, they come not up to cheQuelifon 25 it is filed 
in his invention: but they come up fully to The Queſtion, 20 lt is 
ſtated in our apprehenſion. 

That in l. Cor. I. 1, 2: ſanTified in Chri ft, 2d called to be Sajnts, i 
Jon underſtand ir (faith he) of an outward calling alone, it is not peri 
nem: if ye underſtand it of an inward cfficacions call, it is irne, not of eve« 
ry meinher, but of ſome onely ; as is clear by the Apoſtles complaint of many 
among them : of ſume for inceft: of others, for injurious defranting of their 
reighbonrs: of ſont for carnall ſchiſme t: of others for Prophave eee 
at the Lords 1 of ethers for fundamentall error. 

Reply. We underſtand, the Apoſtle intendeth tt of an Inwar, 
and 4 A call. And'chou © ie ight not be true of ver 
member, that they were all o e eftually called, and fan- 


Aified: yet ic was true, that in the judgement of charit Jer 


in the concluſion our proofs come up unto) they were a concei· 


ſort, he ſaluteth the brethren at Philippi, as ſaints in Chriſt ( Phi. 
x. 10 and ſuch Saints as were effectually called in his judgment. 
For he was confident of this very ching, that he which had be egun 
a good work in them, would finiſhit to the day of Chriſty ver. 6, 
And thiis he intendeth not of ſome ofthem onely, but of them th N 
for ſo he declateth himſelf, v. 7: Even a it # mett for me ro ie 
of you all, becanſe T have you in my heart,; in much at both'in my bonds, 
and in the defence and d confirmation of the Goſpel, 2 Je «ll are porters o 


"The s Apoſſles complaint of ſome of chem in Cotinth, Wilk not 
Alter the caſe there. The inceſt of one did not argue the Ki poctifie 
of his eſtate, no more then that of Lot. The injurious defraudin 
of ** * was not ſo great a wrong, as Davids defrand 
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5 n of his wife, chen of his ſobriety, and then of his 


carnall ſchiſmes and divifions were 10 be found amongft 


, Chriſts diſciples, who ſhould be the greateſt: and carnall emula- 
tions in the diſciples oſ Jobs againſt the diſciples of Chriſt. Their 
drunkenneſſe was rather at their love-feaſts, then at the Lords 


table; and but occaſiona lly in either, not prophanely intended. 


Their fundamentall errors in denyall of the reſurrection might 
2s ſoon be incident to yong Chriſtians newly converted from 


Pagancy, as it was found in Peter (concerning Chriſt) who yet 


was born and brought up, an Iſraelite, Matth. 1 6. 21. 22. In one 


word, chere is no compla int which Paul maketh of any crime in 


the members of the Church of Corinth, but may be found, and 


hath been found in thoſe that have been Saints effeQually cal- 


words of the text, which Jex preſly tranſcribed; and quoted. Fon 


led, not onely in the judgement of charity, but in liacerity, and 
| The text quoted out of Gal. 1. 2: Mr. B aily ſaich ien bach | 


nothing ſounding to the preſent Queſtion. But that Quotation 
was not mine, but the miſtake of the Printer, who took; Col. 1. 
2: forʒ Gal. 1. 2. which Mr. Baily might eafily diſcern from the 


| aa I quoted Saints h calling, out of 1 Con. 1. 2. ſo out of Colof, 1. 2: 


I quoted Fairbfidl brethren : which comerh as neer the preſent que- 
ſtion, as Saints by calling. But to the Argument taken from che 


relation of the Church to the perſons in the-Trinicy (which he 
calleth, the main, and third proof of the minor, but is indeed the 

That ſuch pritũledges muſt be underſtood of the univerſall and inviſi- 
ble Churchzor when any of them are applied io a particular viſible Church, 


they muſt be under ſtood of that Church, not according to every one, but one» 


bh the living and grations members thereof. c. 


Reply. We had the ſame Anſwer before from Mr. Rutherford. 
where to the ſame Reply returned to him, may ſerve here: and 


ſomewhat more may be added. As, 


1. It is not meet, that the particular viſible Church ſhould be 
an heterogeneall body from the inviſible Catholick Church. Ic 
were a monſter in nature, if Socrate / (a particular man) ſhould be 
of an heterogeneall nature from Home, which is an uni verſall 


man, and as ſuch, inviſible. 


2. The 


Den 
2 a. 


* 


, 5 k a w 8 * * : a * r 4 3 W . 217 9 8 8 r f ju 84 9 v 
N » "Y 8 2 2 i ky 24 "I 8 R 7 n 4 ; 2 . * Is * Wb * : 7 = 8 2 ** l 2 * ? 22 14 * * r oy * * 1 n K * i * 
88 97 . 2 8 . N wy - Nen y 9 7 < ; *% 1 : s 7 ” 2 
4 * * g \ & CHE , 4 5 2 ; 
* W . bo * . 1 N - 
* - . 4 4 4 z 0 * a 1 > ö 5 
£ : . # * 5 2 
ö the 0 £0 HY FL bY - 
: 4 * 9 SSH 
* . * f xe © 4 
I } p ” ' cf :, * 7 on 
© 8 * © , . 2 a 
. 5 WE 
wa l * - *. 1 
+ oo. 5 iP 
e Ca | | h E Corinth I $2 £* - * 
212. | po eth t urch ok * 1 Wi 


ö * y 
Y 3 Po dow and A. ry 
e * N 4 


particular viſible Church) the temple of the holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. 


3. 16. Where he ſpeaketh of ſuch a temple as may be deſtroyed, 


— 


v. 17. which the uni verſall inviſible Church cannot. And ot᷑ the 
ſame particular viſible Church Paul ſpeaketh, when he telleth 
them, Te are the body of Chriſt, and members in particulare I. Cor. i 2. 25. 
3. Paul dehorteth the vilible Church of Corinib from! fellows 
ſhip with the temple of idols, becauſe themſolves are the temple 
of God, 2 Cor. 6. 16. Ne dehorteth the viſible members alſo from 
fornication, from making themſelves the members of an harlot, 
_ reaſon taken from theit memberſhip with Chriſt, x Corinehe 
6. 450 ks: . re hs 3 : 


- | 4+ The Pagan, who occaſionally came into their: viſible 


Church-mecting, he was convinced by the power of the holy 


Ghoſt breathing in their adminiſtrations, that God was in them 


1 * 


of a truth. 1 Cor. 14.24, 257. * 92 Nin 
5. Paul directing Timothy; how to order matters in the election 


and ordination of Elders and Deacons, (which all concern the 


vifible miniſteriall Church, as ſome call it) he telleth him: chat 
he wtote theſe things unto him, that he mightknow hom to behave 
himſelf inthe houſe of God which i the Church of the living God, the pil- 
God, and the temple ol God, and the Churckof God, Eknow no 
difference. 2 „ n e 
6. And whence is all that ſpirituall power and life: which the 
people of God do ardinarily finde in all the vifible Churckèes of 
the Saints, in all their holy adminiſtrations, if Chriſt be not the 
head of thoſe viſible Churches, and if the holy Ghoſt dwell not 
in them? Mr. Z aily may (peak long enough of our leading men 
towards Anabaptiſme, and Socinianiſme: but (to ſpeak the 
truth; as conſcience conſtraineth me before the Lord) it I ſhould 
intent to drive men to Enthufiaſme,ana Familiſme (which is the 
worſt kinde of Anabaptiſme, and Socinianiſme) Iſhould take no 
other courſe, but theſe principles chiefly ; why do men ſtand: ſo 
much upon vifible Churches, and their purity? They are neither 
temples of the holy Ghoſt, nor memhers of Chriſt, nor children of 
God almighty: theſe glorious [tiles belong not to them, but to an 
hidden inviſible company of Saints ſcattered univerſally., and 


lar and ground of truth; 1 Tim. 3. 15. Now between the houſe f 


. 


8 72a, 


inviſibly 


orld over. And will 1 not this firen then 0 

nds of Seekers anc nd Familiſts, toſeek Chriſt een 

in true ſpirituall life) in deſerts and fecretchambers? HManth: 24. 
26. We tand; we 15 viſible Churches, or ordaine dElders; or 
Nan ap eſe are 18s, and ſhels: the kernel, and Spirit of life 
ciety. But ſurely it is neither gaod nor ſafe, 

the viſible Churches of Saints, I ſay not, 
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to him, pe be o not Fra kim i their 8 2 : that is, fuch as] in 
judgement of charĩitable diſcretion, we conceive to be Saints. xz 
A ih, Argument to prove the fame conclufion ( which is the 
2d Reaſen mentioned in the way of our Churches)is takenfrom 
AA. 2. 47; The'Lord added daily tb the n undd be ſound. 


* The Reaſon ſtandeth thus: | 
_ =» Such; and ſuch onely may we Jawfully EY as additional 
2 member to the Church, whom che Lord a dech to the Church. 


(Pat che Lord addeth do che Churth - ſoctfes bat beſavedar = 
leattinthe Jadgemencof charitable Ariftiat r do 
chat he nr eee And cherefore ff Theſ, and fachonely: way 
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chem in order, as objeckions, aud Ser ſuch Replyet to em as 
Iconceive may ſuffice. P1497 BW eee e urn; Bi 
Obj. i. Gal 28, of fpeciall and geln, rovidence are not rules to 
1 of duties. God addeth to the ( Burob, 1 n i inviſible and {tap 
iſ We + it followeth not therefore, me are t0 adde to theChurch viſible, « 
> wiſeble. Gods adding u inviſible by ing faith, and ſæving grace to * 1 
5 #0 profeſſe ſi neerely: but becauſe we 20 ut faith nor ſoncerity;, thereſure 
2 \ Gods adding cannot he a rule to'onr adding. God doth adde a perſon fal- 
4 ig into open ſcandall io the Church inviſible, having given bim true faith: |} 
"= "0 * Chureb i is not ty ade — fo cut bing ih Nor is the pe? in 
3 om. 
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| Romy 14. expounded by ary except your ſelves, of receiving into Chuuch- "= 
comm. IP OE St Th, fx: 33 
Reply 1. It is true, the acts of Gods ſpeciall providence; he- 
ther of grace or judgement, are not rules to us of duty: And 
therefore though Chriſt elected and ordained Juda to the Apo- 
ſtleſhip, (to him a known devils and traicors) yet we may not 
clect, or ordain a known Jude to a paſtorall office. The Lord cut 
off the firſt known hipocritesby death ( Anania and Saphira:) we 
may not do che lixe. Theſerwere acts of ſpeciall providence, and 
of ſoveraigne power in the Church, and ſo extraordinary. But 
when the Lord is ſaid to adde unto the Church i ſuch as ſhould 
he ſayed, it is aid alſo, he did it daily; The Lord added daily to the' 
, Church ſuch e bond be ſaved. Thas therefore was no ſpeciall or ex- 
traordinatie at hut an act of daily diſpenſation: and therfore a 
2. The Lords act in adding daily to the Church ſuch as ſhould 
be ſaved, was not onely by giving chem faith, and thereby ad- 
ding them to the invifible Church: but by giving hem an heart 
to offen themſelves to che fellowſhip, of the viſible Church, and 


to profelle their ſaid beter hen 23nd by opening the hearts of 


the Apoſtles and brethren to receive them, For the adding of 
them and of ſuch like to the Church, it is expounded. of their 
ad wiſſion into vifible communion in viſible ordinances. For ſo it 
of them, (v. 41, 42:). They continued in tbe Apoſſles doctrine, 
d fellowſhip and breaking of bread; and prayers, Theſe are acts of 
Mile communion in che vinble Charch. n. 
. Though we fee not faith, nor ſincerity, (as God ſeeth them.) 
yet we lee them in their fruits, to wit, in thę profeſſion of their 
faith, and in their outward Chriſtian — 2 And there- 
; Fore Bone af be thus far a pattern to us, that as he added 
lally to the viſible Church ſuch as were in a viſible ſtate of. ſal- 
vation both before him, and men: So e may receive into the 
Church ſuch as we conceive (according to ; Chriſtian chaficy); 
are ia 2 vilible ſtate of ſalvation, In brief, ſuch as God daily.ad- 
aged to the viſible Church, ſuch (according to our diſcerning) are 
ue to tecei ye into the Church. F 
But God added daily to the viſible Church ſuch as were in a 
vilible fate of ſalvation · And cherefor © WE are to receive into 
| | the 
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ly ſuch as ſhall be ſaved to te hurch, and nothing elf: 
knoten of them but fact th ice eden; ie 
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ot onely into tlie 
Reh is no wiete 
laid of men of no faich, or of Falſe faith. Dehne ieee 


3. That therefore me ure to receive; mes of faith though of 
weak faith) into the Church, as God hath received them. 
- Neither is it a true exception, that the place (in Ro. 14077 
not ſo expounded by am except on» ſel de- 2 8 
Diodatu (a godly learned Miniſter of Geneva, and not any of 
us in Mr. Rutherford; fence) he thus ex poundeth the place, Re- 
oeive ou] that u, aich he, into the communion of the Church, into the 
. uy cgrity - 


— 


re Fag23 


brother. 

But beſide the E: tion of ſuck a Commenter, the Apollle 
himſelt (che beſt Expoſitor of himſelf) leadeth me to this Expo · 
fition- For he proſecuteth the fame argument, throughout this 
Chapter, to the 12h. S. of Chap: 15. and in v. yth. of Chap: 15. he 


reneweth the like ex hort ation (as in Chap. 14 1:) by way of 


. conclufion © Wherefore receive ye( ſaith he) v — 2 (the ſame 
word in both places) receive ye one another, Chriſt | alfo received ur 
1 the glory of God; Nom Thay that Swe Teſus was a Mini ſter of the 


| 2. circumciſion c. | 


ion 3 Gentiles, to 3 of God, that we 
W 


| Geer rejoyet and gloriſie tis people, then we 
Gates phe to receive chem of th ci 


| the 11 we Gentiles 
_ whliche 


ofthe Jews: v.7,5,9,H0- | - > Sort 
3 t eo receive themof chb olreumci · 
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provent he arro- 
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niſter of eircumeifion, or of Moſes, but of Chriſt, and the 
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50 yet received us: why then ſhould not we rey 
ſlats to all beotherly communion? 


Obj. 2. Ifwbere there ino ſhew of ſaving work of nei ion * or TAY | 


neration) there the flewards of Gods houſe, 2 keep ſuch out of the viſi- 


caſt ont of the Church, becauſe God harh not received them. 


For iz is the ſane prwer which 29 out of the Ene tat ble | 


ont of the Church, 


charity, 3 nd; into be 2 3 „ as a 


The Argument dandeth thus; ; If Chriſt a Miuiſter of the eit 


ee, 


miniſters? the e hach e as Gen- 
might glorifie' God | 


| eee e at Moſef rituals) to gloriſie Fo | 


Romane Miniſters, left any of them ſhould Cay, I Will 
Minifter tothe circumciſion; Lat not called to be a Mi- 


efore let us notreceive any — — 
ſhipywhy, ith the Apoſle,” Chriftwas'a Miniſter of the 


bie Church, becauſe God hath noi received hem: then if any after they be 
recezved into the Church ſpall be found not tobe re generale, they ſhould be | 
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Church, as hath been ſhewed. | 
2. I would not deny; but that non-regeneration being known 
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a man born and baptized in the Church, after he be grown upto 
yeers, do continue groſly and ſecurely ignorant of the principles 
of Religion, Huppoſe, ſuch an one my jultly be eſteemed unrege- 
nerate (for without knowledge the minde cannot be good: ) and 
being {uch, he may juſtly be debarred from the fellowſhip of the 
Lords table, and ſuch other Church: priviledges, as be peculiar 
to confirmed members. Suppoſe further, that ſuch a perſon being 
admoniſhed by the Elders and brethren of the Church, for his 
groſſe ignorance, do nevertheleſſe uill continue in groſſe igno- 
rance; and in br of means of inſtruction, and (as is the wont 
of ſuch) ſuppoſe he be kon to neglect Family Duties, prayer, 
Catechiſing of his houſhold, examination of their proficing by 
publick ordinances, and ſhall after admonition for theſe known 


defects, ſtill continue in his ignorance, and negligence, and that 


after publick rebukes for the ſame before the Church, I demand, 
whether ſuch a perſon may not juſtly be caſt out of the Church 
for his unregeneration, and theſe offenfive fruits of it? 3 
I be Reaſons againſt it will not here held: which all fall iiſto 
one: De occultis nan judicat Eeccleſia. 
. > Reply.' But theſe are known and palpable offences: and may 
be proved by many witneſſes: and publick ſcandals they be, 
though they be rather ſins of omiſſion, then commiſſion. 
Say not Gad goeth before the ſtewards of his Church, in adding them to 
the viſible.Church( though they be unregenerate ) when they profeſſe the 
Fon 530 LAOEBDNGS Bus 10 IF | | 
For ſuch groſly ignorant perſons cannot profeſſe the truth; 
how can inan profeſſe what he underſtandeth not? And if he 
could make ſome piece of a profeſſion: yet he denieth the truth 
and power of it, whileſi he bringe;h forch no anſwerable fruit 
y Chriſt would ha ve had the dreſſers of his vineyard to cut 
dom the barren ſig · tree, and caſt it out of the vineyard. And 
though the dreſſers interceded for reſpite another yeer ; yet if ic 
Co continued the 4th. yeer, then they alſo thought ic meet, te have 
it cut down. Lak. 13, 6. to 9 . 20s 
Obj. 3. If theiſtewards in Gods honſe,,, ſhould not adde to his Church, 
wham God doth nut adde: it ſeemeth ta inſer, that all the people are ſte- 
wards; and ſa oſſiceri, contrary to God's we on 4-11, 1 Cor, 12. a9. 
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| (andknown publickly) may eaſily fall out (by the juſt hand of 
Godhj to be a juſt caule of calting out of the Church. For, ſuppoſe 
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'Or that only officers admit Chur members, which is againſt our brethrens 
Aduoctrine. Forthey teach, That the whole multitude of beleevers are onely 
to adde, and caft out. Ws, ron 
Reply. We acknowledge no ſuch doctrĩne for ours, That the 
"whole multitude of Belee vers are onely io adde and cuſt ont, when 
they are furniſhed with officers. For the officers are the ſtewards 
of Gods houſe by ſpeciall calling: 1 Cor. 4. 1. And though we al- 
low the multitude of brethren a concurrence and conſent in the 
publick acts of the Church: yet we reſer ve to the Elders, that u- 
ling power, which the Lord hath committed to them: 1 Tim. 5. 4 
17. But fo far as the Lord hath committed any concurrence ß 
power in Church a&s to the multitude of brethien, iſofarhath 
he made them ſtewards, or (which is all one) diſpenſers of that 
power: according to what we read, 1 Per. 4. 10. Arevery mau bub ñ 
received the gift, ſo let him miniſter the ſame as g od ſtewards Hibe mani- I 
fold grace of God. Therefore, that the tile, aud ſome act of ſteward - 
{hip ſhould be allowed to all che brethren of che Church, in not 


abhorrent from Scripture language. 5 | 
Obj. 4. This Argument from-NQx. 2. 47. (us did the former) inferrath 
flatly, that no other muſt be received as members in a wifible Chunch, thut 
ach a are firit tried; and found to berexllyboly, and fuch as ſball be (ave 
Me would not be deceived with iheir diſtinEions of inward and.intwayd 
balineſſe, of ſeeming and reall grace, of charitable and veritable difcern« 
ing. This concluſton beareth expreſly;,#hat none may be members of gvifi- 
ble Church, lus thoſe who ſball be ſaved, and ſo who are trulyele8. + 
Reph. Neither the former Argument, nor this from Add. a. 3. 
as it is framed by us, doth infer ſuch a conclufion, That no other 
muſtbereceived as members into the vifibleChurch , buùt thoſe 
who are truly elect, really ai and ſhall be ſaved. We infer no 
further concluſion but this, That as God added none to the vitis 
ble Church, but ſuch as ſhould be ſa ved: ſo we ought to receive 
none into the vifible Church, but ſuch as we in judgement of cha⸗ 
ritie conceive to bein a ſtate of ſal vation. s Mr. aii wou ld not 
be deceived witch our Piſtinctiens: ſo we would be loath, he, or 
any elſe ſhould be deceived by them. Lene 
4 ' The Diſtind ions are made not to cloud but to clear both the 
4 truth, and our judgements. If hebedeceivedinhisapprehenfion 
I | of our meaning, it is not we that deceived him, but he dzceiveth 
himſelf by forcing a meaning upon us beyond our words, and 
againſt our words. 8 . Obj. 
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068, 5. Thioplace fle Altai i * fichar 4s were eto role Javedwere 
added to the Church: is thus indefinite P ropoſition to be underſtood amizer- 
falh, that all who were to be ſaved were added to the Church ? Then men 
molt be juſtiſtedb and ſandiiſied, and put into the way of ſalvation befure 
they be admitted tothe Church; and then though tbey were never added tg 

ho Chweh they may well be "har ooh 
And then why do not they adde totheir Church all that ang 10 be ſaved? 
why do they exelude' many, whom they grant 46 be truly gracious and >, 
his fr” Mr So cannot une of their Independencie, or 


ö N Covenant 

1 590 the Pry repoſition henninerſall PF it berecyprocall and O 
W He? Be i ſo;tbat all mbo were to he ſaved were added to the 
Church : yet mat all who are added to theChurch be fawed ? Thy 10 art 
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1 5 1 ee bee —— lt Ak 
uss that none ele were to pad bycha Lend co th 
Church but ſuch asfhonld be ſaved. 

And lar bein juſtified,andſanAificd,chey mightindeed have 
been ſaved, though they had not joynedibut yet they had ſinned, 
if they had not joyned, at leaſt aſſayed to be joyned. Church · or- 
dinances may not be taken in vain: and they are vain to us, if 
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out them. 
The objector i300 credblous;f he beleeve every ſuch Ae 
report: 7 hat we exclude any from our Churches whom we grant to be truly 
gracious and eleft. We exclude none fuch, and much ſeſſe, upon this 
ground alone, Becauſe they cannot approve our udependenay aud Co- 
ven ant. We ha ve received ſome members in our Churches, who are 
not onely Presbyteriall in judgement, but Epiſcopall als. Nor 
do I kao that ever we refuſed any approved godly perſon er 
point of difference in judgment about Church- governme . N 
do we pinch upon any godly mans donſcience in point Se ve 
nant; in caſe he be willing toprofeſſe his ſubje&ion to C 
bi Church according tothe order of tlie Goſpel. Nor do we linie 
him to our own way of the order of the Goſpel, but as it ſhall be 
cleared and approved to his omen conſcience . F aceſſant able & 
gample ; A Cicinen of Zion ſuould not take up an evill report 
(much leſſeia talſereport q againſt his neighhour. As for the con 
verſion and reciprocation ef the Propoſition, we ſay the ſame of 
it, at of the univerſality of it; before. It is poſſible: * Apo 
Propefition was utither uni vetſal, nor reciprocal, in the 
ſence. There muſt be ſome to be ſa ved, not added to the 


and there might be ſome added tothe Church, who hats not 


be ſaved . It is enough to us, if all thoſe whom the Lord added to 
the Church were ſuch as were to be ſaved, either in the jude 
of the Lord, or in the judgement of the Apoſtles and rethren, 


And Thope the Obje&or will not ſay , that that is ane ent 
untrich Th niſl of Fad. amend inet Apoſt Ten G 
NE SY 2 b. & of hie Ipe- 
ciall and ſoveraigne nd ſo extrabrdigary;ar bi 
. n ny 1 ao 
and a devitywehayenoruletacleftor din | ry urch 
officer; Let if ſuthia man be urch either a8 
as officer, or as a member, we do not holde Ihar bis —— mt firve 55 
dbl ruhe Pam bim the power and right to do the,gGians o amen 
Meer, till the Church upon * have proceedec E all 


him. It may be ſo (as the objector ſaith) that man men ee 
brought into the Church by the Apaltles and Pro 85 ho 
were not ſave: But thisremaineth to be proved by him That 
they brought any into the Church, uhom R did not concelie 


- * a 
8 . 8 / 
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Fifth Argumemt(butthe third mentioned in the way of oar 
L\ Churches) tending to prove it to be no. unjuſt ſcrupuloſity, 
but our faithſulneſſe, to admit no members into our Church, 
but ſuch as we conceive to be faithfull Brethren, and Saints by 
8 ,-is taken from Mat. 16.16. to 19. The Argument ſtand- 
eth thus: 'q © ere 
If the Lord Jeſus make the Profeſſion of the Faith of his Name 
land ſuch a Profeflion,.as Fleſh and Blood hath not revealed to a 
man, but his Heavenly'Father)to be the Rock, or Foundation up- 
on Which his viſible Church is. built, then we ſhal build a Church 
without a Foundation, by receiving ſuch Members into the 
Church as doe not hold forth ſuch a Profeſſion , but either 
through Ignorance make no Profeſſion at all, or ſuch a verball 
Profeſton 5 as ſavoureth not of any gracious work of the Father 
upon their heart. 30 tlow e 

But the former js true, as. appeareth by the Texts where Chriſt 
maketh Peters confeſſion of; Chriſt revealed to him by the Father, 
believed on, and profeſſed by himſelſe, to bethe Rock on which 


* 
£ 


his Church is builded. 3111 Mig ste dennis » 31h 
Object. 1 This maketh as much againſt ycur ſelves as againſt 
< us except all, and every one whom you idmit, be huilded upon 
ge this Rocke. If chere be Hypoctises in:yogr Church (as you 
cannot deny it) then yo build vichout a Foundation. 
5 n tculdf Chriſtian j ng: 
tiealar Church x as: with a private mamberg::66 with ac: | 
Church in) matters neceſſary editheir eſtate. Npriyate pati cult 
Chriſtian, that maketh not \ſacka prafeſion'of Chriſt, as.is ſair« 
able to Arora ens 1 he buildeth his houſe notupm 
aloe but upon fand, bb. v a to 7. And ſo doth every 
2 4 ſundyw 977 — 
upon Rock;and:wilna ſtandhut fall in he day of Trynlis if 
their Profeſfion be onely vechall, Aout eng rift in 
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heart 
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heart or life, But yet if the body of the Ch ech.ar a conſiderable F 
part of them make a good God p feſſion « of Ch fi which the . 1 
doe not deny, but approve by a Cfrriſtian e 3 the tes 1 
ceiving of ſome Hypocrites _—_ them, Ni br not be a ſubverſ- 1 
on of the foundationʒ nor of / chem that art builded upon it; but 
it will . rove ( that I may allude to the Apoſtles words © ip 
a building's hay and ſtubble upon a golden foundation, which 
will in time (if —— healed) be conſumed; but the F oundation 
and precious Members builrupon it, wil ſtand. When every one in 
the Church at Ferufalemwas an H ite, and an evill doer, their 
wickedneſſe kindled ſuch a fire of Gods wrath, as burnt them up 
Hike briars and thornes, Iſa.9.1 Nas But if there be a remnant of 
an holy ſeed amongſt them, t ns op the ſubſtance and ſy 
portation of the reſt, at leaft for 2 n, Iſa. 6. 13. which may by 
a neceſſary and wholeſome warning againſt the promiſcuous and 
ſecure admiſſion of all forts of Hypocrites, and evill-perfonsinto 
the Church, without putting difference betweene precious ans . 
vile. 


Objett:2. « By this Argument, Peter beſore this confeſſion 1 was 
ec an-unchurctied Paſtor, built upon no Church ſoundatiorn. 
Reply. The words of Chriſt to Peter, are a promiſe of reward 
to his Confelion; Thai upon it be wif build bis Church, not that there- 
by he was now admined into the Church. For there was no 
Chriftian Church 1 planced-, but onely fit materialls 
for it, gathered b 75 hay 75 and the Apoſtles oat of the. lof 
ſheepof che Chu Neither may it be faid ; That the 
— —„— erer were bullt upon no Church- 
dDouodation, or no Church tum feſſipti: For every Iſraelite though 
borne in the Churchi warte mate an holy Profeſſion (or _ 
feſſtion) before the Lord In Hd Tabernzcle, when he was to 
fent himſelſe ſolemp ly before the Lords Deut:26.2.0 18. 


Peler himſelfe, if he webs baßtiſed by Toby Baptiſt elch 
rache Apoſtles ns were ) he w admired thereto dy way of Con 
ſeſſion . 3. Weblin an 
Oh, 5 A By this place is not Thardke Weser 
ee grom 6 Miniſterv; for then a 
no Parochiali Church can the Gates of Hell 5 revalle Al 
——— —— good realen „ av Auguſtine; Chryſo ome, du 
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0 the Baba of Chird)-minmlave. 3 
4 Tren, Hierom, Nazianzet, Cyprian, Ambreſe er. and our Di- 
vines againſt the Papifls (whom you fide with in this) deny, 
ce that Chriſt meaneth here of the vifible Church (as of Rome or 
Corintb) but of the Catholick and Inviſible Church. 
Keply. 1 The queſtion in hand, is not to whom the Keyes are 


iven, but what manner of perſons are meet to be received Mem- 


rs of the viſible Church. But if the Queſtion here were, To 


whom the Keyes were given; The Objectors reaſon maketh no 
more againſt a Parochiall Church. then againſt the Miniſters. Fer 
tei anal be good, That in caſe the Keyes be given to 
ee the Church of Beleevers , then againſt no Patochiall C er 
could the Gates of Hell prevailez then in caſe the Keyes be 


to the Miniſters, againſt no Miniſters could the Gates of "Hell | 


eyaile. - 
1 As for thoſe anclent Divines( whom eb callech Fathers)whom 
he alleadgeth to prove, that Chriſt meant not the viſible Church, 
ec hut the Catholicke and inxiible Church : Lſhall make further 
Anſwer to them hen he declareth iheit Teſtimonies. It is no un- 
uſuall with them, to call erery viſible Church a Catholi 
Church, which profeſſerh the Carholicke Faith. And every vi- 
| fible Chbcobt in reſpett- of the life, and naturt of it, 
which ãs liddeuꝭ may be called invifible. Gtherwilez \the name 
of an invifible Church ĩs rarely to be found (if at Al un ehe Wri⸗ 


ters of thoſe times, for ought I remember. As for our Divines, 


h ſome of them underſtand our Saviours words of the Ca- 
+ + Ag 


tho 
cholic , yrealldpe bert Hod ey wha doe 
underſtand his words of the 8 inviſible ES _ 
of the particular viſi e or Corinth) they 
ſpeake i ic in regard of the 2 li of gel ion of ſuch a 3 
cular viſible Church, which im ſuch a caſt thei Gat - bg 
Hell doe prevaile. But tuch ay ten viſible Churches 


Gates of Hell have prevail inſtuntoudefeftion;; e 
not built upon the Nocke, mot u be de ene pro- 

8 felled, by the Revelation of the Gidſt; For againſt ſuch a 
pareicalar rifibleChucch ſo buli Gates of Hell did never 

prevaile, eo dra them — — then rhe Gates of 
Hell can ; prevaile againth any; A Saint to draw him th de- 
ene eee it ish at fir . fromthis word, 


doe 


— 
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60 + Of the, Holineſe of Churcii members. 
doe prove the” EE: the defeftion- of any faichfull 
Saint, as wel as of the Catholick inviſible Church. But ſet the Text 
be dueſy weighed : Is not the Church( in Mat. 16.18. called the 
Kingdome of Heaven (the Reyes whereof were given to Peer) 
v. 19? And will it found for good Divialityi, to ſay the Gutes of 
Hell can prevaile-agatnittheKingdome of Heaven d wherefore 
is ic oalled the Kingdome of Heaven , it it be not above tlie pres 
vail ing aſſaults of Earth or Hell ? Now that Kingdome of Hea- 
ven (of tyhich Peter received che Keyes): is not onely the unver- 
fall Catholicke invifble Church, but the particular viſible 
Church alſo: Or el ſe erer and other Elders diſpenſe cheſe Keyes 
in particular vifible Churches, without a Comm iſſion. No ty if a 
particular vifible Church be the Kingdome of Heaven, it may be 
removed (as a Candleſtick to another place; ) but it cannot be 
2 ſned; henbe Cht᷑iſt threatneth the Apoſtatizing exves, 
that the Kingdome of God ſtiall be rakem from chem; and as a 
Vineyard let but td other Hiidbaridmen i but not deftroyed, Aal. 
21.43. and t. Hence alſo: the Lord threatneth the Church of 
Epbeſus,” That he will (in cafe ot their impenitency)) remove the 
Candle ick (that:is hisCtiarchYout of that place but note 
tinguiſn ie, Rev. 2.5. Methinkyi the fervints of Gad ſhould 
tremble to erect: ſuch a fate of al viſible Church Cin lippdotilie 
and n as whoſe very foundation ithreatneth 
certain Diſſolution, and Deſol ation. 
e eM ei ns tig lomo dong: 
HHS eee 
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II. 


Gn inſt the Argument propounded( and hitherto cleared in 
E che former Section) there be other Objections raiſed by o- 
therst e Let us follow them in order. 
he next Objection ( chich after the ſormer, is the fourth) is 
propainded: by Mr. Bayh Wee: may not ( faith he) admit; 
1 That the Church faundeti upon the Rock, is every particular 
es of the Catholicke. and viſible 


:6 vilble Church. The privil 

Church «C be meaneh ply che; inviſible Church) Which the 

© Jefuits by all their wraſtlings have never heen able to extort 
| LN : from 
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Of the Holineſſe of Church-members. 61 
from us for their Idol of Reme,hall we throw hem away upon 
ec every Independent Congregation ? How unſtable Rocks theſe 
« Congregations are, and howeafily by ſmall temprations ſha- 
ce ken in peices themſelves may remember, = 
Reh. We doe not ſay, that every particular viſible Church 
is founded upon the Rock, too too frequent experience demon- 
ſtrateth che contrary; many are built upon the Authority and 
Lawes of the State, and many upon the hypocriſie of Profeſ- 
ſors; but this is it I ſay (as the Text ſaich) that every Church 
which tke Lord Jeſas buildeth, is bu ilded upon this Reck, to 
wit; upon himſelfe belteved on, by the revelation of the Father, 
and profeſſed before the Lord, and his people. Many Plantati- 
ons there be ( and ſo, many Churches.) which the heavenly Fa- 
ker hath not planted; and they ſhall in time be rooted out, whe- 
ther Churches, or Church · members, or Church- traditions. That 
thepriviledge ef Rability againſt the Gates of Hell belongeth 
not only to the Catholick inviſible Church, but to every parti- 
cular viſible Church built upon Chriſt by ſuch an holy rofeſſion 
as Peter made, hath been declared in the end of the former Secti- 
on;»the Argunieut alledged to the contrary taken from the To- 
picks'of indignation againſt che Jeſuits, and the indignity of a 
_ paxtidularChurch.of Chriſt co enjoy che priviledge which the 
eſuits cannot get for Rome, might as jufily be applyed againſt 
any particular faithfull member of a particular Church. Bucer 
and others of bur judicious Proteſtants Writers, doe from this 
vkry promiſe of Chriſt, argue the ſtability of every true Beleever, 
and his ĩmpoſſibilĩty of Apoſtaey. What if an Af minian ſhould 
take up the objectors Argument, and ſay, The priviledges of 
le. Church which the Jeſuits by all 


c the Catholick and iny .C | 
< their wraſtlings have never heen able to extort from us for their 
Idol of Rime, :thall we throw them away upon every particular 
< Belcever ? but if a particulari Beleever or Saint may claime the 
priviledges, or promiſes made to the Catholiek Chi reh, I ſee 


no reaſon why a Church of Saints, and faithfull Brethren may 
not claime as much? The Church - eſtate of Saints doth not wea- 
ken, but rather conſirme and Increaſe thie promiſes and privi- 
"ledges given to Saints and Beleevers. And ſo (as hath been men- 
tioned above) Paul applyethi a PE 


omiſe, and priviledge peculiar 
Z to- 


861 5 Of the Holineſſe of Chaurth-members. 
o Saints and faithful] Brethren unto the whole viſible Church 
The objector miſtaketh us, if he think that we call every In- 
dependent Church a Rock; but we ſay, they are built upon a 
rock, if they be bullt by Chriſt, or if they be built upon ſuch; an 
holy profeſſion of the faith of Chriſt as Peter made; if any of 
them have been ſhaken, and eafily ſhaken. in . (as he ſaich) 
either they were not built by Chriſt, upon ſuch a Profeſſion as 
Peter made, or elſe their ſhaking hath been but a ſcattering of 
de ed out of a Garner into the open field, where every graine hath 
multiplyed to an handfull; as the Church at Hiernſalem being 
| ſcattered aſunder, multiplyed into many Churches in Samar ia, 
and Antioch, and elſewhere. | Ward 
Obj. 5. The Rock whereupon the Church is builded, is Chriſt; 
we may not make any mans prefeſſion ſ be it never ſo cleale and 
© zealous Ithe foundation of the Church in ſuch a Faſhion, that 
© the ignorance or hy pocriſie of any man may remove the founs+ 
dation of any Church. H Alete lid 
Reply. It is true, the Rock whereupon the Church is builded 
is Chriſt, yet not Chriſt N ee rejected, but Chriſt belecved 
on, and profeſſed; and as Chriſt beleeved on is the foundation - 
of the inviſible Church, ſo Chriſt belecyed on, and profrſſed, is 
- 


the foundation of the viſible Church, $30 22533) ls 
We doe not make any mans profeſſion ( though never ſo gra- 
© cjious of zealous.) ſuch a foundation of the vitble Church; cas 
© that the Ignorance: A of any man can remove the 
foundation of the Church. Such a gonceit cannot be wire- 
drawn out of any tenet of ours but if there be ſome ( chough 
hut few ) who ate bullt upon Chriſt, belee ved on, and profeſſed 
(as there were hut a feꝶ names of ſuch ind ardiſ et as there was, 
{6 ) here is a trus viſible Church 5 ther ſignotance and hypocrifie 
of others cannot diſanull sha urch; eſtate of the reſt, nor re- 
more Uhriſt from being their foundation; yea ſurther, if all the 
Members oſ the Church ſneuld make but à verball, and igno- 
rant, and hy pocritieall con ſeſſian of Chriſt, and of faith in him, 
yet L wl. noridenyſthat uch a ſuciety may have the name of a 
Church, and chus fari the nature of it, that the aſtions thereof 
are not nullitieb, thaugk neither themſelves, nor their actions 


are 


are — in the fight of God, nor will ſtand in the houre of 
remptavion.” | 
| 04. 6. If none but the Elec, and thoſe who are filled with . 
«the Holy Ghoſt may be members of Churches, then the Ana- 

©baptifts have wor the field. However; it is not true of Peter him- 
ſelfe, who Jong before that confeſſion was a member of the 
© Church. | 

\ Reply. We willingly grant, That the children of beleeving 

Parents ( Parents profeſling the Faith of Chriſt) are members of 
the vißible Church ; which whilft it is held and maintained, the 
Anabaptiſt can never win the field. But this memberſhip of chil- - 
dren (I meane Infants ) is founded in the faith, and profeſſion 
of their Parents, God accepting a Beleeyer and his ſeed, as when 
the fruit of a Tree is good, the Tree with its Branches are ac- 
counted good. 

As Bat Peters Memberſhip before that confeſſion, it is anſwe- 
red above in che err to the ſecond objection. 


I SEC H Vin. 


r the abr wann of the former Arbe taken From, | 

| Chriſt his promiſe unto Peter, to make himfelfe ( fo beleeved 
on, and ſo confeſſed as was done by Peter) the foundation of his 
Church, there was added in the way of our Churches) a Parable 
or two, as an illuſtration of the ſame. The former was taken 

from At. 22. 72, © where the Lord expoſtalateth with the Gueſt; 

that came into the fellowſhip of bis Church, even unto his Ta- 
©ble; not having put on a Wedding Garment ; which expoſtu 
lation ſeemeth alfo to Iritimace a taxation of them by whoſe 
6 1 came in. ms | | 


: bo went ont into the 1 
Fend, beth "quod anf bal, Ne 
ng? for as many as you finde is as 

bad; and the latter dorh'expotihd 


c the 
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the former, The Lord commanded them to bring in as many 
© as they finde; they finde ( in the ſtreets) both good and bad, 
©therefore they were commanded to bring in both good and 
back 1 ihn erte Sc year Rane 

Reply. 1. The charge given to the Miniſters muſt be interpreted 
according to the nature of the buſineſſe in hand; the charge was 
to invite all, as many as they found, and to bring them in, 
but not as they found them, but firſt to cauſe them to put off 
their beggerly raggs (which they wore in the Hedges) and to 
put on a Garment fit for the Marriage ſolemnity; elſe if it had 
been the Kings meaning (who gave the charge) to charge his 
Servants to invite all whom they found, and to bring them in 
as they found them, he would never have expoſtulated with him 
that wanted a Wedding Garment, for comming in wanting a 
Wedding Garment; for that man might ſoone have anſwered, 
came in as I was bidden, as I was commanded; yea as I was (in 
ſome ſort ) compelled. The Anſwer is full and ſatisfaftory to 
God and man, to alledge, and alledge truly, I have done what I 
was commanded from God, and his Meſſengers, and as I was 
commanded ; 1 was commanded by them to come in to the Mar- 
riage, and to come as I was found, in my rags. Why am I taxed 
for doing as T was commanded? But in that ſuch a Gueſt was 
found ſpeechleſſe, it argueth; Though he was invited to come, 
yet he was commanded al ſo to put on a Wedding Garment, and 
had one offered to him for that parpoſe by the Servants, or if 
they did not offer it him, they were to blame; yea it argueth, he 
had made ſome ſhew of putting on the wedding garment, or elſe 
ſtill the Servants were to blame to let him in; but if after he 
came intaithe houſe, he put it off, or made it aſterwards aꝑpeare, 
that he did but aſſay to put it on, but did not in truth, then che 
Servants indeed are blameleſſę; hut ſueh u Gueſt is juſtly left 
ſpeechleſſe, and inexculadle., .,, -. N To rel 
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.  Reph.. 2. AsThaveelſewhers anſwered to the bloody Tenet 
concerningthe Parable of che Tares; ſo it maꝝ bg ſaid here, 
amm. adementsin Parables. are non alwayes Hirni,“ 
n.of-what;ought.to be dane. dy way. of. Qrdinag ag but a 
prediction of what will be dong by way. of proyidenge.>Calvine: 
giveth, an hint of interpreting. that Parable ( Aft. 22. with the, 
TX - paral- 


Of he Holineſſe of Church-mentlers. 65 
e e Parable, Lake 14.) in an hiſtoricall way, as the call of God 
hath been tendered to Jews and Gentiles in courſe of providence. 
The marriage Feaſt, which God made for his Sonne, was (et 
forth from the beginning of the world. Foure ſeverall Calls 
God gave to the ſonnes of men to come to that Feaſt: The firſt 
call God gave as to ſome others, ſo chiefly to the Iſraelites; but 
that Nation alwayes reſiſted the call of God, as Moſes and Ste- 
pben complained: of them, Deut.9:24. 40. 7.5 I. whence it is 
faid; Mat. 22: 3. They would not come. And this was before the 
comming of Chriſt; when; Iſrael after the fleſh refuſed ſaving 
fellowſhip with the Lord Jeſus in the ſure mercies of his Co- 
venant. * bolt 1 , C | 
The next ſolemne call was given to them when Chriſt was 
come in the fleſh, when Gods dinner was prepared, and his fat- 
lings killed, and all things were now ready. But the Jews fear- 
ing the loſſe of outward comforts ; if they ſhould imbrace ſo 
meane a Meſhah , they ſet light hy him, and dealt ſhamefully 
with his Miniſters, beat them, and ſleẽ them; whence it is ſaid, 
They made light of the Feaſt, and the call to it, and went their 
ways, one to his Farme, another to his Merchandiſe; the reſt 
took his ſervants, andeatreated them ſpitefully, and flew them, 
which ſo farre kindled the wrath of the King, that he ſent forth 
his Armies (the Roman Legions)who deſtroyed thoſe Murderers, 
and burnt up their City: Jeruſalem, Mat. 224. to. Tlie third call 
is recorded by Luke. chap. 14. 21. When the Maſter:of che houſe 
ſent forth his ſervants, to goe out quickly into the Streets and 
Lanes, and to bring in the poore, and maiĩmed, andthe halt, and 
the blinde. This ſeemeth to be the vocation of the Gentiles, (af- 
ter the rejection of the Jewes) by the Miniſtery of the Apoſtles, 
who quickly called the chiefe Qities and Villages of the World, 
but in them chiefly the meaner ſort of men. The fourth call is 
mentioned in the ſame Chapter of : Lake (v. 23.) when God ſent 
his ſervants: into the high · wayes and hedges to call and to com- 
pell men to come in, that his houſe might be filled. And this call 
was given, hen upomthe ceaſing of She cprimitive perſecutions, 
God called in the Emperours and Princes, and great Rulers of 
the Earth to imbrace cht Goſpell of Chriſt, and to come into his 
Church, whoſe very example nn many thouſands te wo” 
Satan F elle 
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fefle Chriſtianity and to come into the Church; as Peters exam- 
ple in another kinde (in prevarication) compelled many pthers 
with him to the like diſſimulation, G2. The two laſtcalls, 
Matihem joyneth ; and in reſpeſt of this call it was ſaid by him, 
That the ſervants gathered all. ſorts into the Church, good and 
bad; when indeed the watchfulneſſe of Shepherds growing more 
remiſſe; all ſorts of men (good and bad) erouded, and thronged 
into the Church. At which time one Gueſt ( and iſuch an one as 
carried a: great traine with him,; more then all the reſtbeſide;) 
ſar downeatthe Table, and openly profe againſt the wearing of 
the wedding Garment, the Rightebuſneſſe of Chriſt by faith. 

This Gueſt was the Church of Rome, and the Pope, the head 
thereof , who hy the oſcitancy af the ſervants, took up ſo great 
a room at Gods Table in the Church, that in reſpect of him; all 
the Chriſtian Gueſts. in the world were but few: And ſo dur Sa- 
viours accommodation of the Parable is fitly inferred, Many are 
called, but few choſen. Otherwiſe, if this Gueſt, who had not on a 
wedding Garment, had been but one ſingle perſon, the Apodofes - 
(or Reddition) of the Parable, had — 2 That 
ny 


many are called; ut femichoſen; but rather the Inference had b 
thus Many are called and many choſenꝭ and yet one of many not 
choſen, which were contrary to our Saviours ſcope. If any ſhall 
thinke this interpretation of the Parable to he more argute then 
ſblid/ let hin enjoy lie one judgement; allowing the like li- 
berty to othert tu accept it, if the ſee cauſe, : But taking the 
Parableinthisfonſe, Thic word ofthe King unto his ſervants, to 
call in as many Gueſts as they fhould ſinde, either the ſervants 
miſ. underſlaod ĩt, to ĩntend men of all ſorts (good and bad) or 
elſe, ĩt ĩs notia word of injunctĩon by way of Commandement 
what ought to be done, bat a word of prediction, of what in 
time would be done in courſe of providence. 
Object. 25 The very ſcope of the Parable is contrary to this( the 
F taxing; oi the ſerrants for admitting i good and bad unto the 
. geFcalt: J The ſcope is, That many are called externally, 
<and:fo are of he: vitibleChioceh. , and chat by: Gods ſpecial! 
f:Command, both here, A4. 5 8.9. 10. and Lake 14. ue. 2 1:24, 
And ꝙet few are choſen, &of the inviſible Chur chi And Lacke 14 
* che Servanti.or{Paſtors.callali(by the Lord of tlie Feaſtt Com- 
| * mandement) . 
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| © maridement ) without exception of- regenerate” or -unregene- 
rate. 6 15 ; | 
Reply, That which already hath been returned to the former 
Objection, may ſuffice here alſo, Bat be it that the ſcope of the 
Parable tendeth to ſhew, That many are called externally , and 
yet fe choſen. For CG call all their hearers to the 
grace of Chriſty yet many refuſe ſo muck as ſubje&ion to an ex- 
ternall call, and 3 proſeſſe their love of the pleaſures 
and profits of the world (their Oxen, their Farmes, their Wives) 
rather then tlie love of God. | And theſe are intended in the 
Parable, not ſo much as to enter into the Church, the houſe 
where Chriſts Marriage Feaſt is kept,” Againe, of thoſe that come 
into the houſe, there may be not one onely, but one with a grea- 
ter traine then all the reſt ofthe Church befide, that hath not on 
a wedding Garment. nd in reſpect of ſuchalſo, hh do enter 
into the Church, many may truely be/ſaĩd to he called nd but 
ſew choſen. For let the Miniſters uſe as much diligence and vigt- 
laney, as they well may yet ſuch is the dimneſſe of diſcerning in 
TY, mr va the ſubtilty of many 5 at 
it may be ninety nĩne hypoerites may ureep into the Churck, to 
dne fl fheepof Chr f B ta, many Miniſters may miſtake 
their Commil = _ renner an ops — ed to callall as 
many as the. 5 they thinke they may bring in as many as 
they call; though they be not onely poor, and maimed, and halt, 
and blinde ¶ for ſo they may) hut even ſuch as are openly wick - 
ecl (as wellas the gooch) yea ſuch As deſpiſe a wedding Garment, 
not; onely Nha ided ighteouſneſſe (as the Papiſts doe but 
ene e holineſſe; - as; prophane Epicures are wont 
o. Tf! 0 201 0 138 | 
as Nea but cheiſervantꝭ are ſaid ſeverall times to call all with- 
out exception ofuegenerat or uufeginerate, ind that hy Com- 
emimdetente f 2 20d) (W bn AVT d l f in 
TFrue, they are cotmumanded to call all even the unregenerate 
as well as regenerate; but they are not commanded to bring into 
the houſe all whoa they call; but ſũch as in ohedlenee to their 
eall, doe put on a adding Carmunt, br at leaſt prafrſſe ſo to do 


Or otherwiſe , They themſelves ſhould as well diſpleaſe the? 
Lord;robring 6 Table, as the Gueſt 
178650155 Tra 


them 
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themſelves dict, that preſumed to come to his Table, not having 
on a wedding Garment. e 


Oe 1 8 EC T.. IX. N ELD of! 
15 4172 1 016 vim Hf wal 07 iboats ng; 
"JF Auuſtimes Judgement may be accepted in the interpretation 
Jof this Parable of the Gueſts; he conſenteth with us, both in 
the ſence of this, and of the other Parable of the Tares, which we 
alſo alledged ( in thewway of our Chuuches ) as a confirmation 
and illuſtrationiof the truth in hand, that evill Perſons openly 
known ¶ even Hypocritesknowynto be ſuch.) are not to berecei- 
ved into the Church. For ( ſaid we) doth not Chriſt in the Pa- 
© rable impute it to the ſleepineſſe (that is, to the remiſſeneſfe and 
© negligence') of his Servants, that Tares were ſowne in his field 
camongſt the Wheat? Mat. 13, 25. 38,39“.. 


In chis point Auguſtinen words may give light to bot the Para- 
bles, in his Book, De fide & operibns, cap. 1. Abſit auem, ut fc 
© intelligamus quod ſeriprum eſt, ad convivium nuptiam addutas, quot in 
© veneruet bonos 2+ malo, nt eos adduxiſſe credantur , qui ſe males perſe- 
© veratures profeſs ſunt. ' Alisquin ipfi ſerui Pais familius Zizania ſemi- 
naveruntʒ falſumque erit i lia, Inimie us auttmquized ſeminat, Diabolus eſt, 
< ſed:quid bet falſimm eſſe non poteſt; adduxerunt ſervi don '&- male? ;; five 
© gui laterent, ſive qui jam adduli i e intromiſſ apparerent, . 
Ob. 2 But this interpretation (of the Parable of the Tares) 
* doth but ſtrengthen the Anabaptiſts, whoalledgeithe fame 
Reph. If the Anabaptiſts alledge this Parable; to prove; tliat 
either no hypoctites are found in the vifibleChurchi; or᷑ if they 
be, that we are to ſeparate from ſuch Churches, neither Auguſtines 
interpretation thereof, nor ours doth ſtrengthen them therein. 
But if they ſhould alledge it for this end, to argue the ſleepineſſe 
or remiſſeneſſe of Chriſts Miniſters when knowne Tates are recei- 
ved into the Church, I ſay no more, (but as Bellarmine ſometime 
ſpake of Calvin in anotlier caſe, ſo I of them) utinam ſic ſemper er- 
raſſent Anabaptiſt e. A 
Ob. 2 lt is a fault which a very Popiſh Doctor Aquinas con- 
© demneth; to argae ſrom Parables; Theolopia Symbolica non oft Ar- 
d aumentatiba- d 010003259 eie een e600 
Keph . I am not ignorant, better Divines (I mean, more or- 
k F E 44 thodox) 
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. thodox) then Aquinas, fay as much. But by his leave, and their 
favour, I thinke the ſpeech is neither Logicall,nor Theological!, 
neither good Logick, nor good Divinity. Nut good Logick, for 
Comparata etiam ficta arguunt. And if they doe Arguere , they are 
Arg umentattva. Nor good Divinity: For if all Scripture be pro- 
fitable, æpòs Nnoxanar N ie, then Symbolicall. And why ſhould 
Chriſt (as well as ſome Prophets be fore him, and ohn the Apoſtle 
after him) delight ſo much in Symbols and Parables, if they 
were not Doctrinall and Argumentative? It is true, the Legs of 
the lame are not equall; ſo is a Parable in a foals mouth, ſaith 
Solomon. But Chrilt (the wiſdome of the Father) was no foole: 
He would never have ſo much accuſtomed himſelſe to Symbols 
and Parables, if ſo much of them were to be pared off (as hus ks 
and ſhels) in the interpretation thereof (as commonly is done by 
Expoſitors) or if Parables were not effectually Argumentative to 
all thoſe ends of Miniſtery, for which any other word of DoRtr'n 
might ſerve? Evident it is to any that ſhall obſerve and medi- 
tate on the Parable of Chriſt without a foreſtalled prejudice ta- 
ken from that Thomiſttcall unſound principle, That whether 
Chrift be to teach, or convince; or reprove, or confirme, or com- 
fort his hearers; all theſe ends he both intendeth, and attaineth 
in his Parables. I never yet obſerved any part of a Scripture 
Parable, but without carnall affectation, or ſtraining of wit; it 
might holily be applyed both with power, and profit, and de- 
light to an honeſt heart. I know great Divines have been (I fear) 
too ſhye of ſearching particularly into the interpretation of 
Scripture Parables. But I beleeve that ſhyneſſe hath ſprung from 
that Axiome of Aquina, which after him obtained too great 
credit in the Schooles of Divines; For be fore him, ancient Di- 
vines erred too much on the other hand, both in turning 
plaine Scriptures into Parables, aid in ſqueezing many cu- 
rious nw out of Parables , which the Holy Ghoſt never in- 
Ob. 3 ut it is not ſaid in the Parable , that the envious 
s mo ſowed Tares , while the ſervants ſlept, but whileſt men 
6; EPL. liz V9 012 en | 301 DLIvE <2 5717 K 
Reply. But if the men that ſlept, had not been the ſervants that 
ſlept, other mens ſleeping had given the Enemy no more oppor- 
971 2 8 tunity 
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. tunity to ſow his Tares, then if they had been awake. For if o- 
ther men (vrho are ſtrangers) ſee one thing, or other, ſowne in a 
field, they-matter it not. | 
Beſides, if the Servants were awake, and ſaw the envious man 
ſow the ſeeds in the Field, 'why ſhould they make themſelves 
ignorant, how theſe ſeeds came to be ſown there? i 
Vea ( as Auguſtine ſaith right) the Servants themſelves had 
 ſowne theſe Tares in the Field, If they had admitted known evill 
ones into the Church. 'X Iaggi⸗ 
Ob. 4 Cajetan ſaith}, Here is not accuſed the negligence of 
Paſtors. | Ki | dee 
Reply. Cardinalls, and Popiſh Prelates ( ſuch as he was) had 
need to ſay ſo; elle they ſhould condemne their own negligence, 
and ſecurity with their own mouths. art both = 
Ob. 5 But it is befide:the' Text, that by the ſleeping of men 
* ſhould be underſtood the negligence of Paſtors, neither is it at 
© all expounded by Chriſt . YET Tr 
"Reply. ' Chriſt doth not expound ſundry df his Parables at all; 
nor doth he expound all the parts of any Parable : but when he 
hath opened the maine ſcope; he leaveth other parts to be ex» 
_ pounded, according to'the ſcope of his Doftrine;in hand, and the 
Analogy of other Scriptures.” ''o ot TH 
It is true what the Objector ſaith , That men cannot ſee the 
© hollowneffe and 'falſhood of Hypocrites, till it break out in 
* their actions, no more then thre ſſeeping Husbandman can ſec, 
when weeds grow up in his Field: And chat is it, which Chriſt 
eſignĩfieth by the {leeping of men I. gt 
But then by the ſleeping of men ſhould be meant, the ſleeping 
_ of the Servants, which the Objector eren now would not ad- 
mit. 7 E 3 | 170 M141 Go $35 133 tn 
- Beſides , whether men fleep or wake, Weeds will grow in the 
Field, nor be difcerned till time of open difference come on. 
Ob. 6 If the Lord here condemne the ſleepineſſe of Miniſters, 
for ſuffering ſcandalous Profeſfors to bee members of the 
<Chureh ; ho dotł ie Lord forbid thoſe Seruants to plucke 
© up thoſe Tares, but to let them grow till Harveſt? For he com- 
-© mandech the Offfeert to caſt out of the Church, and to ex cuùm- 
miinieate ſcandaleus perſons. tl *. | 


Reply. 


- Reply, All are not openly ſcandalous perſons and excommu- 
nicable, who are Tares, It may be ſome are good Wheat, whom 
the Servants may take for Tares; and ſo in plucking up Tares, 
they ſhall pluck up wheat alſo. ws ED * 
2 lt hath been ſhewed above, that though known Hypocrites 
are not to be receiyed into the Church; yer being received, they 
are not to be caſt out meerly for hypocrilie, til it break forth into 

notorious ſcandal. .. . 


— . - 
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3 l deny not, That the word of Command to ſuffer the Tares 


till the Harveſt, may be rather a Prediction of what will be done 


in the Church by courſe oßgrovidence, then an injunction what 


ſhould be done by way of Ordinance. 3 
| 17885 7. But certainly ſeeing the Field is the Field of the 
* vifible Church, It maketh for us againſt our brethren, that wic- 
©ked men are growing in the viſible Church: 
-, Reply. 1 williogly , that the Fi Id is the Field of the vi- 
fible Church diſperſed in any part of the world, and am far off 
from the Expoſition of ſuch as meane it of the world out of the 
Church. But yet this maketh nothing at all againſt us, who doe 
acknowledge, that not onely Hypocrites, but oftentimes more 
open wicked men are growing in the Church. Elſe how come 
openly wicked men to be caſt out of the Church, if they were not 
ver in it? But this we ſay, That neither openly wicked men 


” 
* 


dhe tolerated inthe Church, nor known Hypocrites recei- 
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I Listh Argument (but the fourth alleadged in the way of 
A our Churches) was fetched from 2 Tim. 3. 5. N 
5 Apoſtle forbiddeth us to joyne with ſuch, yea commandeth us 


c to turne from them, who have a forme of godlineſſe, but deny 
©the power thereof ja 
To this is objected by way of Anſwer : 


. . Obje&.: 1 So our Brethren by this Argument proſeſſe the 
©lawft * > lung whe all perſons and Churches, except 
© from their owne. | : | 


Rah 1 In chat place the Apoſile foretelleth, That in the Iat- 


ter 


— 


— 
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ter dayes ſhall come perillous, (and as the word ſignifieth) 
difficult times; and the reaſon thereof he giveth to be, the vicious 
qualifications of Chriſtians : For men (faith he) ſhall be lovers 
of themſelyes, covetous, boaſters, proud, blaſphemers, (or ſlan- 
derers) diſobedient to Parents, unthankfull, unholy, &c. lovers 
of pleaſures, more then lovers of God, v.1,2,3,4. And that which 
maketh the times the worſe,theſe ill conditioned Chriſtians, ſhall 
profeſſe a forme of godlineſſe, * they deny the power of it, 
v. 5. For theredrefſe whereof, and for the preſervation of the 
honour of the Name of Chriſt, and of the purity of his Churches, 
the Apoſtle preſcribeth this remedy From ſuch turne away. 
Therefore ſay we, It is according to the will of God, and the 
counſell of the Apoſtle, not to receive ſuch into the fellowſhip of 
our Churches but to turne away from them. 

© Yea but (ſaith Mr. Rutherford) our Brethren by this profeſſe 
© the lawfulneſſe of ſeparation from all Churches (and perſons) 
except from their own. , e ot 8 


* 


But (fay we) by this Mr. Rutherford confeſſeth, that all Chur- 
ches beſides our owne,confift of many ſuch ill qualified members, 
as make the times wherein we live more difficult and dangerous; 
or elſe there were no ground for his objection. And if all Char- 
ches be ill qualified, how then can the Churches ( without ma- 
niteſt beter 1d come and confeſſe before the Lord (eſpecĩ- 
ally in dayes of ſolemne Humiliation) That the times are difh- 
cult and dangerous, and that in reſpe& of the evill conditions 
and courſes of Church- members (ſuch as are here deſcribed) and 
yet we our ſelves admit ſuch into our Churches, yea and juſtifie 
our receiving of them? Can we pray for the healing of ſuch pe- 

rilous and difficult times, when our ſelves make the times pe- 
rilous and difficult by receiving ſuch groſſe Hypocrites into nea- 
reſt viſible communion with the Lord and his Saints, yea and 
juſtifie our practiſe in ſo doing? Can a man looke to be juſtified 
from ſuch ſinnes, which he himſelfe juſtifieth in the encourage- 
ment of others that live in them ? were it not that the Eord hath 
ſaid, He dealeth not with his children according to their works: 
And that where ſinne aboundeth , Grace doth ſuperabeund; we 
could never expect a change and ſerious Reformation of thele 
evill and difficult times, whilſt ſuch vicious Hypocrites are ad- 


mitted 
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mitted into Churches, and their admiſſion and tolerat ion juſti- 
fied. It is not ſuch ill conditioned · perſons in the world that 
maketh the times perilous, but their admiſſion and toleration in 
„ r + judgeth that theſe Quali ea livel 

Reply. 2 Calvin judgeth that theſe Qualities expreſſe a lively 
deſcription of the Romiſn Clergy and Aonkery. "And have not 
all the; Reformed Churches juſtly turned away from them? 

Reply 3 This Commandement of turning away from ſuch, 
doth chiefl concerne Church-Rulers, and with them the Chur- 
ches-themſelves. And though we be commanded to turne ef 
from ſuch, ill- qualified Hypocrites; yet we are not forthwich 
called to turne away (or to ſeparate?) from ſuch Churches and 
Congregations of Saints, who doe not ſtreight · way turne away 
from them. We may juſtly conceive, the Churches tolerate them 
as burdens, and groane under them, and cannot be eaſed of them, 
the greater p een the better, - We are not to with - 
draw our ſelyes from our Neighbours Horſe dr Oxe groaning 
and falling under his burden; much leſſe from our Brethren, or 
from Churches in ſuch a caſe. But yet if any of the Saints wearied 
with the burdens and niques of the times , when they cannot 
caſt off their burdens in their preſent fellowſhip, ſhall withdraw 

themſelves from that fellowſhip (wherein they finde it difficult 


and peri lous to beat ſuch burdens) and yet ſtill continue fellow- 


ſhip with their holy Brethren in all thoſe holy things wherein 
hep may keep fellowſhip with them without fellowſhip in ſinnez 
we beleeve ſuch withdrawing. will fall under the Apoſtles Pre- 
cept here. For in ſo doing, we turnę not away from the Saints, 
but from the ill qualified members amongſt them. 
Med 2 No marxell, if Faul will have Timothy to ſeparate from 
Apoſtates, from Reſiſters of the truth, v. 8. and from Proud, 
© Boafters, Blaſphemers, Traitors : For ſuch are to be excoms: 
© mynicated; as I Tim. 6. 3 5. AI leguitur Paulus de Fundamentali cor- 
© ruptione iſtius Docfrinæ que eſt ſecundum ſictatem, ſaith: Parkęr. But 
Faul here forbiddeth to exhort the Proud , and malicious Blai- 
© phemers,and Refifters of the truth, and not to wait upon them 
any longer. Whereas otherwiſe he had ſaid in the end of the. 
< preceding Chapter, v.24 25, 26. Thoſe who are dtained in che 
marcs of Sathan abe eite e eee if God will 
d. 1 | give 


_ * c 
ns. — 


* 
* + P 
2 N 
I * 2 AM * = Z . 
* uy - 
"ORE , : N 
e 3 of 1 NE AT 


r 
by 


give chem Re entance. q Ergo, Timely wen inſtruct 5 


8 unconverted rſons, and to joyne in communien with thein; 

nut as for deiperate Enemies, and Blaſphemers, he was notes. 
© wait on them, nor to inſtruct them with meekneſſe. So that if 

*rhis Text prove any thing, ie will eon clade againſtourB et 

0 „That fach as dehy the power of podtineſſe, fhould hot he 
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© rers of the word; and-much leſſe (as our Brethren rea i Ymems | 


bers of the vilble Church. 3 2 99 — JT UL & 

Reply 1 If ſuch perſons (as the Apolile hers deſeribech) be to 
be e municate (as Mr. Rutherford ſaith)to wie, when cheꝶcde 
notofionfly'a eareto be ſuch it i as much ag we deſtre For 


then if they doc appears to be ſuch aforehind;they are not to bee 


received into the Church. Hewſoever dus watchſulneſſe in 
@herch-officers is here requiſite ; for theſe vicious Qualities are 
nich at are not at fiſt exbilyelpied whhout due obſervation. For 
faith” Celvit, ¶ Ejuſmod: vitie enumerat Puulur, que non frotinnes appu- 
rent ind gue fickan ſanctitakem ut ylurimum eomitemur. Ori enim Hy. 
© pooxita non pee non amans ſui, non alivrum contemptor, non fe * 4. 
c crudelij? non fraudulentus? ſed bee omnia lutem ee occulos, ” 
Reply 2 What Parker heath of the fundamentall co 
of Doctrine, hath not refere 
Nevertheleſfe I eafily grant; chaſe whom Pail here deſeribeth 
may eafily wax w e and worſe (as Puul faith, 2 Tim. 3.13.) — 
ſo may become like to thoſe in 1 Tim:6.3: J. J. But yet before they. 
grow on to ſuch fundamentall oorruption of Doctrine, they 
may be turned away from, when ſuch morall vitious Qualifice- 
tions eh pov ripe 2] 1 wt 5 
Reply 3 As for thoſe in the p o were dex" 
inet inthe ſnare of Satan pom” — 1 ob to inſtruct 
with meekneſſe, preving if God will give them Repentance, It 
an not N That Timothy was a Paſtor to ſuch; or that 


oper, them to beſuch, he was to joyne in 'communion with 
wg 


70 


eſe things are aigye}e, meere fuppoſitions without any 


colour from the Text. He might be an Evangelift to them, ah 
ſo pieach to them al ea and confer with them 338 
llowiſbip 


254 Paſtor alſo may doe; but not to joyne in Church 
widrthem, whilf they are under the ſnare and eaptivity of 3 
eee will, For al ſelowſtip' bat Chr iſt with-Beliel? Fd >; 


Rh 4 


nee to this place, but to 1 =) 3 


bd v 
-. 


apy < le ben che Objeftivn laith, Ticbagh N. | 
: rt moſe in the end of Clizp«2.oett ory ates note in 
c © Chap: 3. andtherefdferbac ſachi INNS hearecÞ}df the 
5 word (which he thinketh maketh againſt us.) 
I ſeeno ground fdr ch ab 15 chene For not onely morall 
vitious perſons, but even proud, dea denke, and reſiſters of the 
Truth, way heare the word ifchey will; ; and if ſuch come into 
the Congregation, whillt Timethy.is preaching, maſt fre breaf off 
biss mon leſt they ſhoul d heate it ea, Saw he not 1 y 2 
ward of conyiftion ro fuch? - ( unleſſe le knew knew, they bad inned 
r eee Pics © iff 
Ob. 3 (which is Mr. lies) this confiaentl is naught, ich 
che; Paul biddeth Timothy to turne away from ſach , who have a 
* forme of godlineſſe;, bat deny the power thereof. Ege; They 
who are not found to ha poſitive and ſatisfaRory &gnes, of 
eren ought not to bee admitted Members of any 


14s ok wk e' gather ao ſuch conſequence, as Mr · Bh ĩs pleaſed | 
to en upon us But our conſequence is this, Paul bide 
Timothy, to turne away from ſuch, d have s fotme of godlineſſe, 
but deny the power thereof. "Therefore! the Elders of the Chur- 
ches are not to admit ſuch into the oommimĩon of the Churel as 
e no bett ew of lineſſe 3 then what isjoyned wiede 
denjalt of th power of it. 12781 
7 Age? 4 The Apoſtle ſpeaketh of perſons openly ſcandalons and 
agitious, 

Zeh. Tad doch not ſay, That chey were ſuch at bet Cand ſo 
Calvin interpreteth lim) bit that in time they waxing worſe and 
worle, will manifeſt tiemſelyes to be fach;vi9c33, . 
| Ob. 5. The Apoſtle (peaketh of ſueh as are th be aſt d * 
their pie dg But dur Brethren will not caſt 125 all, of 
* whoſe Regeneration they are not convinced; ct. 1 ; 3. 

'Repho Turn away from ſuch, doth! rather expreſſe a ſeparation 
from ſuch, or a diverſion from admitting ſuch unto communi- 
on, then a proceeding to the caſting:forthr of ſuch out of com- 
munion . But grant ĩt to be ſo, as the Objector ſaith; yet when 
ſuch hall ſhew forth the inward hypocriſie of their hearts, by 
ſome open ſcandalous crime in ä or manners; in ſuch 22 

| 2 | ca e 
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= 
* 
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tion of ii. 8 
_ "-Againſtthis, the chiefeſt 68jefions's Riot, oy BY 
Argument, not as che words offer themſelves; but as they may 
lye moſt obvious to exception. The words do of themleſves: offer 


** By — C 2 
ye ſon chin it meters caft ot of our Howthix 

of our own members; as ate ſo qualified: And we thould thiitk | 
alſo leſſe mert to K b rene 24 


4 SPOT, XÞ bn _ | Ty | 
Act Ae ( bur the ich nove frrths way of 

out Churches) was take from N. by ſuch ons 
« (heir firſtlove (as all Hy pocrites will at 


© to procurethe removalÞof the Candleſtick es EE they 
r being more fit for the ruine and denden of Fee Ebac an 
© not to be judged fit miterlalls forthe"conſtitu ec 


FE Th FUE 1 as 


this Argument. 

Such 25 are deſtructive to the eſtate of the Church [th got fi 
materialls for che building uf the Church; and being ib di 
ed,vight not to be receive as members into the Church. 

But Hypocrites and 8 Profeſſors - e to 
the e late of the Church, Rev. 2 4 ie | Fan 3 At 
Fhetefore , and bob miin 'Profelioth;, are not fic 
materialls for the bu ilding of the Churc ,andbetiig belag ſo diſceri 
e&; ought not to be received as members into the Chürc k 

Oh. 1 © The Argument wal thus be formed: | 

All "boſe whom God intendeth ſhalledifie, and not ruine the 
Church, are onely to be members of the 'vifble Church: 

« But all known*H ry are ſuch. Ergo, Sr. The. Propo- 
"ſition is falſe : Bor if we ſpeake of Gods ſecret intention and 


rdeerceing will, 1e is nota Role for the Church toſquare and re- 
* oulate their actions by. God may intend in his deereel Will, 


*that many Hypocrites, ſuch as Jude and Hemau ſhall be rch= 

members. I we ſpeake of Gods revealed will, the Propoſition is 
© RiH falſe; 1 87 v our Brethrens Doctrine; it is-Go revealed 
© will, That the Church receive (as members) latent Nypoerites, 


eſuch as Simon Magie, and yet latent Hypocrites are no feſſe un 


l materials to build che 1 then knowne Hypocrites. 


— 37 


Reply, . 
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$038, Atidtherefore 
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cated w Maler Höft wch- 

r 9 — rec We de Church knoWhe'! po- 

ſary Apes Pr Sele. - 1 0125. 
Why (faith the ObjeBtbrPby Fo Shine DoltrineFatent Hy: 

crjtes may be received; andyer A ri Hypocrites are no 15 


e materials *0 2 05 be hare, "then' dhe o. 


E ©crites.” c 
Ref! 5 n hy 0 e, chat Ebert lypoc rites arend leſſe unke 
rater Obere cen crow Uypoecrites”' For a 
farnifhed) nich wan) and great (difying 
of tegenerating grace; and when 
owne by ſome open ſcaridalhhis 
l eck; and made un ſerviceab eto 


e ts hits 


ed and made unprgſirabie to t ) 

erage rs nd the ins of them to the 

cites Fallen from their 

i Lleg lente to bee 

— Reply. Beit 10 : Thea ich 5 che Church ate m uchi 
lefſe to be received 3 into the Chi all they profelle't their Re⸗ 


But ſaith the ObjeRvrYthe Ruthor f alledgetli, Rev 42. hi t 

«che Church ef Eybeſus falling from her firt Iove, muſt os alſe- 
c conſtituted Church, in which there were members fitter to ru- 
ine, theft to fiethe —_ "And'yet certaine it is, Paul (in 
3 i Eph. 


een 0 0 eee 
eee chend a 0 
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Church „ an procure the removigg of che Candleſti 9 
20 cet Prcruntbei ee eee, are 


ſuch 1 2 0 6009 nel 39: gas zbwiz Pin £97 
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Wee 700 abe ner ien may ber, dh 
3 is no Aſſumption of mine, but his own preſumption. 

But Ws at is his anſwer untq this 17800 ſuch as it is} A * 
1 Voz! ſormeg. al l TAE ObjeRion;, — — 


uh be) held . 16 hl : 


neal] Hyper | 
© ava rom Many Magee 4. Fe 1139151; 122 2 Ing thn 71 © 


0. h,iThe Argument, ag Mid it 5 th-no ne+ 
on nee g de all. Hypocrites: bu: known 
yoo Ho WI 155 dexclude 1m —.— away from 
Fe 5 For wh 115 ide PR SATO 
we 125 77 canexg 
4 in lis caſe cer MW! Ae olymen : ; 
is. CE gien another may de 
degree of their firſt love Chick . | 9988 yet mo 
any from ae 120b9V/? v.40 


(faith, he 
ens e from 50 de ie, 


lm e eee gs 
Jie aan wich bie i, dn Pe {3 ni 4: * by 
et 


I conſent with Im herein but "him know | — 
Mow 50 i, by vn h Fido 5 fil wh 


But tl e © falſe agaiafiahe pri ihr 
Chriſta af 1 . 27 Wants reger livers. Hypo- 
. And ou ae bee ee dg 


C their 


Reply.” 1 dare not be'f6-boldy4v'e6fay Fehough'Mbr WP thinks 
rp fe pre ſfionls bold andire uit and Ni 
5 oſtles did alwaycs redeive divers berker. Sue? am, when” 

Chriſt reevivad eh and eg into hk fel top Wine 
18439.) ile bete either gt Thün Hypsxiites And ln 1000 


after he received James and 7obn” ow b2413/2,94, )"ribivher” Were! 
they Hypocrires i nor 45 ewe' read that at thoſe times he recei- 
ved divers Hypocrites lvihem! V Vea wheffmany did beleeve in 
his Name, he did not recalveitheariinto\any; neaficommunitory. 
with kim i decayſe he knew [theishypocgifie,, Joh 1. 235243 125% 
And thongh he, received one Iudat an Hypociite rand Nraytor; 
yet his hpocriſie was nat openly khowne, but his ſphit as ell 
approved amongſt the Apoſiles, as thelt own Handb. at 22 Aο 
Chrilt had a ſpeciall gr —— rxceciving him, that tba Herip - 
tu 5 5 counſell of G God ig ve ee 4d: 20 ank 
Ti 13.18.27. bo: 2 
41 And tor the Apoliles,. we payee read ; | That they raceived any 
* nawne Hypocrites : though true it is, that ſome of them bam 
1 by y, did receive, did afterwards diſcover their-ownehypoceilie. 
g 1 . Arbor our ſelves, though we neither dare; — will deny that we 
xeceive ſoms Hypoerites 3 yet neither alvayes z; nor ka r 
y eren or allowance of our ſelves herein, if v we ſhould 
19 | = 
£ However 8 the Text' it ſelfe praveth our Tonet; for 
c 4 to Chriſt there is a moſt true Church notwithſtanding + 
*theip fall f ir firſtlove, and biathromning of them with 
0 removal of their C adleftick;8&c, 
Reph.Touching the ſuperlative truth of the Church of Epbeſus 
15 it then ſtood ( That it vas toChrtiſt a moſt true Church) I have 
little to ſay». For if forme; ſtat in indiviſibiliget neque recipit mag is nec 
minis then it is enough iſ it wete a true Church at that time (as I 


"beleexe ir was) though vom Riled o maſterue Church. But if 
the trathofa Ohurck be of degrees of compariſon( as in 
ſom ow pp it is, in hoy tar party) I ſuppoſe, it in whe rather 


. — a moſt pure Church, when it was fervent in her firſt 
7575 eee 
Late cothe Elders of E., Thatafrer his dee. 
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80. 
ture, grievous | 
the flock; and chat out of themſelves 


perverſe thiugsto d 


hich i ciples after chein 5: Ad, 20. 25, 300 


Tebns.time under Domitian (after Pault 


raw / 
hich if ir came to paſſe in 


departure under Nero) ſurely the © 
che ſuperlæxive truth of her profeſſion, 


pahuve truth of her Church eflate. 
F dle en nee 491 ben: 


T,Or an illuſtration of the Point in hand, I did inftance curſo - 
rily in a Type or two of the Old Teſtament, which yet are 

not without their due weight. We paſſe by (ſaid I) the Type 

* of the Old Teſtament. Rough ſtones were not laid in the build - 

ing of Solomons Temple, till they were hewne, and prepared be- 

fore, 1 King 6. . And behold 4 greater then Solomon is here, and 


though ic did retaine ſome 


a greater Temple, then that of Solomiine. 

The attendance and watchfulneſſe of t. 
none to enter into the Temple, that were unclean in any thing 
£ (2 Chron... 23,19.) doth it not evidently type forth the warclifule 
© nefle-of the Officers of the Church of Chriſt, to ſuffer none un 
clean Cunclean in eſtate, or courſe of life) to enter into the fel - 
3 of the Church ,' which ought to be a communion of 


* 


O5. 1 In this Argument many things 8 looſe and doubt⸗ | 


* full; i. we deſire a warrant from the word, that the Temple was 


© a typeeftheviſibleCongregation;and that all muſt be as realy 
* holy before they enter into a viſible Congregation as they be- 


* hooved to be typicall 


* 


Temple of Jeruſalem? 


y holy, before they entred into the 


Reply. The Temple was a type of the body of Chriſt, both of 
his naturall body (which was the Temple of the Godhead) 7eh. 
2.21. and alſo of his myfticall body, the Church; 
onely of the inviſible Church (which it is mere ſeldome b 
to repreſent ) but ordinarily of the viſible-particular Char 
Knew ye notc{aith Paul to the viſible Church of Sorigth) That he are 
the Temple of God,and that the Spirit'of God ds lleth in you? 1 Cor. 3.16. 
And indecd it was the Aſſembly of the viſible Chure 
of which the ſtranger profeſſed, That God wa in them'of 


a itmb, 


Wolves heuld come in amongſt aſt them not ſparing! | 
em ſhould wen ar iſe ſpeaking 


hurth had loſt ſomething of 


f the Porters ſuffer ing 


and chat not 


b. 


Cor. 
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was tie Aſſembly of the viſible Chireh of Corinth, 


s 


fi — Churchn 


T : I ers. - dx 
* x Cor. 25. And if there were any he in that Argument 
1 — Love, to prove that due Char in Matth. 1 6.18. was 


. — not the viſibte, bur invifible Church, becatiſe it could not 
be deſtroyed e then it will as ſirongly convince, That the Church 
here ſpoken of is not meant the inviſible, but che viſible Church. 
For the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of ſuch a Church (or Temple) as maß 
be deſtroyed : If am mam (faith he) deſtroy tbe Temple ef Gd, bim 
will God deſtroy, 1 Cor. 3. 17. When Paul devianilert, 3 6.16.) 
IP bat fellowſhip bath the Temple of God with '1dsls ? he ſpeaketh 
the viſible Church; where tlie Sacraments were adminiſtred, 
whereofhe teltech chem, they cannot bepartakers of the Table 
of the Lord, and of the Table of Devils, 1 Gorztb.2x; And the 

pture whereto Pal hath reference ( Levit.26-19.- F will dwell 
in them, and watke in thetn)) hath reſpect to the viſible Congregation 
of :the Church of Igel, In 2 Thef 2. 4. Amtichirift 1 Kid ro fie 
in the. Temple of God which engegte meant of 'the inviſible 
Church, The Temple chat was ſaid ec be open in heaven (Rev. 
— and 15:5; 4 "Was not the Hviſib] 45 but che viſidle 
Church. 5 


0 2. The Lordedpieieadltbuilig (0 Tem ple) whereof 
che corner ſtone, ind foundation is Chrift;is the Watch meilble, 

| D AO, > tively:Rones upom ht int, 1 Pe 2% Th ne Gul? 
e building, 1. Cor. 3:96 and Epb. 2,20, 21,227 The: e bk ex- 
© £ . — le, who ate built on the Dꝰ he of th e Prophets and 
Apel and grom ug tb an hel holy Temple in Ohriſt, and are the 
| F* habitacien-God through his Spirit, This eannet agre to a 
1 Church; che memnberi vice | (as our Brethren 
cow.” Rer. 'niny be Hypgtrites , hs" fall: From their firſt 
= &< wee (1928. * 


1 (Ml If ee Goch well ag as ths Aftble Clutch ducly 
1 a4 Fer Chrilt ig hs heat of the vifible Church as 
7 wdlavfthelnvifible;-andtherefore — — The 
4] vihbleChitch of Coripetrwad beilrupow Chifft ; as a foundati- 

nb A 310% ¹U And it hath been ſhe 
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82 Ofibe Holineſſe of Chuveliemeinbers. 
-onely of the inviſible Church, but alſobf che viſible Churches 


of Jewes and Gentiles. In Chriſt 3 an ugcircumciſed Heatlen 


(but a profeſt Beleever) may be received a member into any viſible 1 
Church of ſewes, And a circumciſed Jew. (but a proſeſt Belee- 
ver) may. be receiveda member into any viſible Church of Chris. 
ſtian Gentiles, i The members of che vifible Church ought to be 
built by Faich as lively ſtones upon Chriſt, as Peter ſpeaketh; o- 
therwiſe the Lord will caſt them out. For. living ſtones in the 
building are all one with living and fruitfull branches in the 
Vine. The Vine (whereof Chriſt ſpeaketh in 7h. T5. I. to 6. ) was 
meant the viſible not the inviſible Church. For in the inviſible, 
there be no dead, nor unfruitfill branches to bee cut off, 
and, withered, and caſt into the fire, as in the other there be; v. 24 : 
and 6, The life of Peters living tones: doth. not weaken: or in- N 
fringe their memberſhip of the vifible Church, but eſtabliſm it 
rather. What though we grant that hypocrites. may be in tbe 
vilible Church! Vet We ſay, as Paul doth, They come in bß 
ſtealth, as, creepers in. And their dead heartedneſſe and hypo- 

criſie, doth not kill the living eſtate of the other members wo 
are ſineere. What though Paul call the Church of Corinth Gods 
building, 1 Cor. 3.9 doth he: therefore ſpeake of the inviſible 
Church e Surely every yifible particular Chureh is Gods builda 


ing; or elſe it is bus an humane plantation, and then it will cer- 


tainly be rooted up, . 15. 13. What though che building (in 
Eob. 2. 20, be built upon the foundation, of the Prophłts and 


Apoſtles? Cannot that agree to the viſible Church 2 So indeed 


the QdjeRtor argueth.; but verily it doth ſo neceffarily age to 
the viſible Church, that it is in truth, no viſible Church, if it be 


not built upon that foundation. For as the inviſible Church is 3 ; 


baile upon'the faith of the foundation laid by the Prophets and 
Apoſtles ; ſo is the viſible Cha rch built upon the profefion of 
ing be ſaid. to grow up unto an holy Temple im Chriſt, and to be 
the hahitation of God through the Spirit ? 8 ree | 

to the vilible Chureh? ¶Doth not Paul call the vifible- Church of 
Epheſus wherain Timetby miniſtred, the houſe of the living God? |} 
1. Iin 3.5. And is not the viſible Chur ch | of : Thyatira: com- 1 
wazded by Chriſt for growth/in Chriſt, ſa that her works-were Þ 


che faith of the ſame foundation. Mhat though the ſame build - 
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more at the laſt, then at the firſſꝰ Rev. 2. 19. If God was ſometimes 
pleaſed, ſp far to honour Solomens Temple (a Temple of ſtones and 
timber) as to call it his Temple, his Houſe, his Habitation, (as 
Mat, a I. 1 3. Pſal. 13 2.5.) Is ita ſtrange thing, or incompatible to 
a. congregation of viſible Profeſſors, that they ſhould be called 
his Houſe, his Temple, his Habitation through the Spirit? That 
which may agree to any vifible Chriſtian (I Cor. 6 19.) may it 
not agree to a viſible Church of Chriſtians? 9 
0b. 3; But (ſaith the Objector) The laying on of ſtones up- 
onthis bnilding, is not the act of In- churching, or of union to 
a Churchʒ but the joyning of the ſtones to the building is the 
© union of theſe ſtones by faith to Chriſt, as is expounded, i Pet. 
Io whom comming, as to living flonegv;5.yea Peter writeth this com- 
* fortable Doctrine not to men as built uꝑ in a Church eſtate in a 
© fingle congregation. For many of.thele.to whom he wrote 
* were diſperſed and perſecuted, through Pontus, Aſia, and Cap- 
* padocia.; and might . and had union with Chriſt by faith, 
without a Churck- union you 4 
Reply. What doth this Obje&ion argue, but.onely this, that 
living members ofChriſt whether in vidbleChurch-fcllowſhip,or 
out of it, have acceſſe ta Chriſt, and are joyned to him by a lively 
faith in his Name? which we freely acknowledge. But this will 
not argue, that Solomens Temple was not a Type of a viſible 
congregation; which is the point to be proved. May not a vi- 
ſible congregation of Saints come unto Chriſt, as living ſtones, 
and be joyned to him by faith? Vea but the comming of theſe 
ones to Chriſt, and their joyning to him, was not an act of 
In- churching or of union to a Church, but of union to Chriſt 
* by faith. But it ſnonld be union to a Church if the compa- 
{ rifon prove the Point. i g „ TG 
- Reply, The compariſon, proveth the Point, though this Text 
ſpeake nothing af the Chu e „ but as inviſible. It is 
warrant enough from Scripture do make the Temple a type ob 
the viſible Church, if other Scriptures doe apply the type of the 
Temple to the viſible Church, ;thaughs phe qe of Peter ſhould 
apply it to the inviſtbię Chunch ald. I e e 
donſidered as viſible, or as inviſible, doth both wayes require the 
hewiag and ſquaring of the W before they be W 
_ . # 2 
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cher by faith Into union with Chriſt, or by blameleſſe profeſſion 
into union with the viſhble Church; a geen Helerven; ehough 
he hath been hewed by the Miniſtery of che Law; and (gaared 
by the Miniffery of the Goſpell, and ſo joyned by falch to 
Chrift; yer if he ſhall live in any ſcandalous'corraption ettherof 
Doctrine or converſation! (which yet may befall a member of 
Chriſt) he will y yet need further hewing, and ſquaring (convicti- 
on, and ofeſſidr on-of Reformation before he beser the 
viſible Church? The compariſon therefore proveth rhe point in 
hand, "though this Text in Peter ſpeake rather of joyning to 
Chriſt „chen of joyning to the viſible: Church. What though 
©rheſe diſperſed Saints (to whom Peter wrote) were not joyned 


in Ch ye in one fingle eongregat ion, as being difperſed 
*hron ugh 5 Tami, e weir they were foynid/though 
not in on, yet in many particular 5 
tions dif per downet out thoſe Countries. 

Peter \ wiftelh t be Elders fer 'overthem ; ast0 Paſtors;, nds 10 


the Brethren as to the flocke, 1 Pet. 5. T. to 4. And therefore; it is 
not ſafely taic, That theſe Saints had union with Curiſt b 
Hach bolt Chirch-ynion; For they ha both union with 
©Chriſh, . om ro Ctiarch al- 
0b. 4 Though in this Type (of hewing and-prepart the 
<ftonek les Temple) there 1 fightfied a moralt obliga- 
tion i, That : alt before! they be Tn. churched into a vifible congre- 
Hud n ſhouſd de converted 7 how ig it proveck, That the 
rh ſhould reteive none to aviſible congregation', till they 
he converted ? For theſe are far different. "All ſhould be — 
0 verted', but.there is no new Law command he Church to 
© receive none into the CHureh but 2 - yu 
U If that, Type of preparing ſtones for the emple, i ty 
am obligation . Th Iſbeuld be — — ey 
*be In⸗ churched in 55 blecorizrepation : Then it will alfo 
iwply a morall an reſſionz if ther cnverſion be not attended, 
pr dp eir Eractürehing For t theſe two 
the 10 Spar hy be converted, a the duty o 
k c to adinit nd in 


emnbers but the conventell ; yet they 
not fe far different, but chers far they mutually infer one 


eee that if it be the datyof ſuch as are to be received into 


the 
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the Church to be converted, then it is alſo a duty of the Church 
not to admit ſuch into their Church-fellowſnip; whom by their 
fruits they plainly diſcerne not to be converted. For as it is iu 
Charch-Elders; ſo it holdeth by proportion in Churck-Mem- 
bers. If fuch qualifications( as the Apoſtle ſpeeifieth, 1 Tim. 3.) 
be required in thoſe who are to be ordained Elders, then Tyme- 
thyand the Prerbytery with him, are not to admit any to Church- 
office; whom they ſee tò want ſuch qualifications,or ſee not that 
they have them. In which reſpect they are com manded to lay 
hands ſuddainly on no man, nor to bepartckets of order mens fins, 
but t keepe tbemſelves pure, 1 Tim. 5. 22. In like caſe, when God requi- 
reth Saintfhip (or corverſton) in {ach as are to be admitted mem- 
bers into the Church; then it is the duty of the Chureh, not to 
receive fuch into their Fellowſhip as they ſee to want ſach quali- 
ties, yea, or ſee not ſome groumd to conceive that they have 
them. Elſe if they lift up their hands too ſuddenly for their ad- 
miſſion, they will be partakers ef other mens ſins, and neglect to 
209: 5 The Hewers of ſtone, or builders of the Temple miſt 
<typific Paſtors in office,” dreſſing ſtones for the ſpirituall build- 
eing. Out brethren make them to typifie private Chriſtians out 
« of office, and deny that any Paſtonrs as Paſtours, doe fit and 
$ hy 5-50 ſtones to be laid on the ſpirituall building. ' Alſo none 
42 ſtones on that Temple, ſave Only bailders by office 3 but by 
Four biethrensdodrine, only Paſtors do not convert ſouls. There 
< were'tis ſtones at all in the Temple of Feryſalem, but choiee, and 
ell · ſquared ftones:are there no Members of the viſible Church, 
but the choſen of God? CI I BUP (33 31 

Reply, We willingly grant that Paſtours or Teachers by office, 
are the prinxipall Hewers aud Squarers of ſpirituall ſtones, for 
the ſpirituall building of the Church. Principalt J ſay, not 
the only Labourers in this worke, as knowing, that godly Pa- 
rents, and Maſters; Scheolemaſters, and Tutours doe afford 
no ſmall helpe to the preparing of ſundry perfons unto Church 
fellowſhip. le is an untrue: and unjuſt report, if it be applyed 
to the Paſtours or Teachers in New England, to fay, that we make 
thoſe Hewers of ſtones to de only private Chriſtians out of of- 
fice, We have pleaded and proved the contrary in anſwer to Mr. 
N 3 Williams... 
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Williams, aud in other Tracts. If ſome others who walke in a 
way of ridged ſeparation, be otherwiſe minded, we would not 
their priyate and ſingular opinions ſhould be fathered upon us. 
Though we doe not conceive our ſelves called to be Paſtours to 
them ho are not yet received into our Churches, yet being cal- 
led to be Paſtors to our ſeverall Churches, we attend the conver- 
ſion of the carnall hearers, and the edification of all. It is more 
than the Objectour can prove; That none but Builders by oſ- 
* fice laid ſtones on that Temple. Why might not any lay a ſtone 
on that Temple, he had only the gift or sxlll of Architecture, 
though they were not builders by office:? We do not ſay, that 
there are no members of the viſible Church, but the choſen of 
God: But this we fay, that none ſhould be laid in the Fellow- 

- ſhip of the Church, who are but ſandy and miry Proſeſſours, 

and hold forth no ſollid firmeneſſe of a Chriſtian Profeſſion: 
Though we cannot eaſily judge, who are the choſen ones of 
God in his eternall counſell; yet we may deſcerne a difference 
between precious and vile, as Selomons builders did diſcerne a dif · 
ference bi teen Freeſtones and the commonpebbles of the ſtreets; 
and as bulchy ſwellings of ſtones in the quarry; had need to be 
hewen and ſquared that they may lye levell with ot her ſtones in 
the building, and ſuic the proportion of the houſe: So we con 
ceive naturall and carna)] worldlings, and malignants oppoſites 
©o grace and truth, had: need to be hewn, and, plained by the 
Miniftry of the word, that they may lye level l to the Ordinances 
of God, and to the fellowſhip of their Brethten, when they come 
to be laid together in the Church- building. And ſuch as are ſo 
prepared, may be accounted choiſe perlons in compariſon of ma- 
ny other.. e nm Fo ang Mew 7-0 


 04j:6..* Toarguethat ones imSolomons:Temple,werenotlaid 
rough in the building: erge; men unregenerate muſt not be ad · 
emitted members of a Chriſtian Church; chis is a wanton Ar- 
gument. for thoughithe Temple might be a type of every Con- 
engt egat ion, and the ſtones of the Temple (a type) of the mem- 
© bers of a particular viſible Church : yet chat the roughneſſe of 
the ſtones ſhould be a. type pf inregeneratian,. and above all; 
chat the place of hewing c heſe ſtones ſhould he a type, and that 
* argumentative, to infere, that the place of our vocation, Re- 


* generation 


— 
* 
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generation, Juſtification, and Sanctification muſt be without 
£the Church, and that it is neceſſary we be like a ſtone perfectly 
©hewne before we bee laid in the Church · building: This is a 
5 kinde of Ratiocination, Which ſollid Divinity will not ad- 
ii bas „ ie 40 ine i pdt 
- | Reply. By the ſame liberty, whereby the Authour of this ob- 
ject ion called a former Argument (from Rev. 2. 4.) a bold and 
raſh Argument, by the {ame he calleth this a wanton Argument. 
But as the former Argument was taken (if I may ſo ſpeak with 
holy reverence) ſrom the Tophicks of Gods fear, leſt Churches 
ſhould come to be rained, or diſſipated (which is farre from 
boldneſſe or raſhneſſe) fo this is taken from the Tophicks of ſpi- 
Lituall chaſtity, (which ĩs contrary to wantonneſſe) to keep the 
Church of God from becamming a cage of every uncleane and 
hatefull bird: John Baptiſt was not of a wanton or light diſpo - 
ſition, but rather of an auſtere and. ſad ſpirit, and yet he taught 
neceſſity of making rough wayes ſmooth, to prepare men to 
rift, and to his baptiſm : which argueth, John dick not eſteem 
it a point of wantonneſſe, to account that ronghneſſe and harſn- 
neſſe (which nſually accompanieth corrupt nature) to be a fit 
emblem ox type of an unregenerate eſtate. As for that other 
point of wantoneſſe, to make the place of our Vocation, Regene- 
c ration, e and Sanctiſication, that it muſt be with - 
© out the Church, and that we muſt of neceſſity be perfectly he wn 
© before wee bee laid in the Church-building ; It is an inference 
that followeth not from our Tenet, For though we hold, that 
men ought to be Saints{and ſo Regenerate) atleaſt in the judge- 
ment of charity, before they be received as Members into the 
Church, yet we  beleeve this Sainiſhip and Regeneration is 
Teo gh. ordinarily: not without the Church, but within the 
4 — 2 that is to ſay, wrought, in ſuch, as in the Aſſembly 
4 0 doe attend upon the meanes of grace diſpenſed by 
the Miniftery of the Church; not ia ſuch as live out of the bene- 


fit of Church Aſſemblies, amongſt Pagans and Infidells. Ne- 
vertheleſſe many may be converted in the Church, hb yet are 
not of the Church. Beſides we ſay further, that many Infants 
may beborne in the Church, of the Members of the Church, and 
they if they come to bs afterwards regenerate ( which often ale 

h ; : | | eth 
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leth out) they being of the Church are regenerate within the 
Church, without any prejudice to any Tenet of ours. The like 
may be ſaid of ſuch as creep into the Church being hypocrites, 
when they afterwards are converted to unfained fincerity. But 
this hindereth not the truth of what we beleeve and profeſſe, 
That carnall worldlings and prophane perſons, appearing to be 
ſuch, whilſt they are out of the Chureh, they ought not to be re- 1 
ceived into the fellowſhip of the Church; and that ſuch as bein Wo 
borne in the Church doe ſhew forth the carnall ignorance an 1 
prophaneneſſe of their hearts, when they grow to ripe 
yeares » They ought not to be received to the fellowſhip of the 
But of all others, this Inference doth leaſt of all follow from + 
our Tenet , That it is neceſſary we malt be (like a ſtone) per- S 
* fely hewne; before we be laid in the Church building. As he 
© faith , This kinde of Ratiocination:, ſollid Divinity wilt not 
* adinit, So 1 may fay likewiſe , This Kinde of Ratiocination 
from any Tenet of ours to infer ſuch a conſequence as this, no 
ſolid Logick will admit, nor any Chriſtian ingenuĩty (without 
too much prejudice and partiality) will extore.' To be perfectly 
hewne we doe not expect in this life, till all Church adminifirs” 
tions Have finiſhed their cdurſe, and we our coutſe together 2 
and ſo come to bee diſmiſſed into the fellowthip of that 
5 95 , which reigneth above humane frailty in heavenly 
glory. 8 ee a E196 
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I He other Type taken from the Porters of the Tem ole. 

enter into the Teinple, was brought for rhe fame end ds he For=" 
mer, to illuſtrate and proye, That none who were diſcernled tj 
beuntlean or vicious ſhould he adimittedihto.Chirtſtian Erch⸗ 
fellowſhip. | | We. | b * 5 . 3 e Free 5 ++ 
Againſt this is abje&ed: 7 2 


0b. 1 If Porters: typifſe the Miniſters of vifible Chürthes. 
hen i. As onely Porters hoid out rheuhUeun 5 [6 onely Patörk- 
*ſhould hold out the fcandalons, But yon admit the whole 

| © Church 


ahh Holizeſſe of cat e $9 


Church with equall quthortty to take f In, or refuſe Church» 

members. 

Reply. I did not ſay, That the porters did typiſie the Mini- 

ſters, by theofficers of * vilible Churches; ;.,Which reacheth to 
ruling Elders, as well as to Miniſters, or Paſtors: onely, And 

p , bons to the Porters by office, to ſee that none 


uncleane did enter into the Temple; yet any other Iſraelites out 


of regard of publick purity) were bound to diſcover to the Por- 
ters, Who they be, whom they knew to be unclean, andi to pre- 
vent (as much as in them lay) the Defiling of the holy things 
of God by the fellowſhip of aer perſons... Hence it was, that 
the Tees of. Aſia ( though they were not Porters, yet) they com- 
plaine of ĩt fas a pollution of the Temple; That Pal had e 


in an ancircumeiled Gentile into the Tem pls Acts 21. 27, 28. 
a 


wherein though the 9 were miſtaken in Pauls act; yet it argueth 
the common care of all the Iſraelites to prevent the entrance of 
uncleane perſons into the Temple, Nor is it any more power 
that we allo to the whole Church, then the fellowſhip of che 
5 gn in bratherly faihſuloeſſecwhich lyeth upon the Elders 
by. o Eee to E ( ſo far as Fa, Een che pollution 
ofthe C by the 459 8 f unclean members,. This is not 
(as Mr. 55 95 1 eaſed to call it) the cheating of the people of 
©the Keyes by 1 5 or it alloweth them all that 
brotherly warchlal Ineffe and liberty, or power, which Brethren 

out of office are capable of. 
Ob. 2 If the Temple be a type of the viſible Church, then; no 
« prophane perſon, „ or uncircumciſed i in heart (ſhould meet wich 
. 2/6 yiſible Church, to heare the word; for hearing of the word 

Y. 


fach) prophaneth the holy things of God, This you can- 


nod 1 5 asche be (as Naw lay 0 Shaw: Partner with 

* the un h in h 80 8 0 
KRep h. It er 5 f ihe. Temple be a type of. the 
ebe ee >.< en no rophan perſon.ſhould meet with the 
aa to he. WS e word al or this Objector (Mr. Ru- 
here 0 48 cer jo Fr he pens words (in anſwer to Mr, 
125 ne 2/ ec wicked perſons, did 
5 9 7er, 3 And: therefore 
ee che T were at 8 of Fg! vigble Church , vet 


1 


(by 


56% ene aaf of celle ele. 


(by = Argament ) prophane perfons might come in to hear the 
wor 


there was foine'rfjore regard to prevent eorermmontalf wickanncfſe 
In comming into the Courts of the Temple, chen o Ha Up 
on Chriſtianvifbie Churches in theſe d- yes of theNew Teſla- 
ment, whilft the parton. wall food between Tow and Getete | 
no no ici cms rton, no Gemile might Ster into the 
Courts oF the Tem To mich as ts heare the word; if they did, 
it was adefilement ofthe place. BitHow that the partition wall 
is 8 downe now all forts of p mily enter into the pla- 
afſembſies do here n without either * 
GREY -Ordinanices of God, © "Te eric © 
—— 1 = hog pal For ſo "id the l 785 
chien come in to heave che Prophefying of the Chur ch, Cr. g. 


2425. | 
05. 3 © Tee bolteth, That eben Sed, and fo all the 
ſewes Ne de hemüelves from the worſd, that they 

eee a viſible Church to God. Bat ane reid net,; That che 

* Porters were. to hold o any Wicked erſon. | 

* profefſedly they cemet tothe Temple of | 
©Theeves, Advleerers , 400 wick 8 rv 

* neither are the Porters « 


© converted.” ; Ane Uh: By 91 
"oy x1 is reaſon [proven We lee 
he That Adulterers ; 12 cred perl 
eu ont of the Church e rethren dare 7 
wo J as that they are not tobe reed 12275 the Church. 
r "Thoſe Adakerers , The 
Ter, 7. were either not 5 
ee eee 2 
none, it onl Wee r 
er ſuch to come n 
rally undleene perſons ſhoul: 
5 — i ori 
| Pune dl wive it not 
the 


2 Though the Temple were A type of the viſ ble Church; yet ; f 


Lo 


tring 


wr; the Bin ho rel 
have bro ee eee eee eee and 

= en they finnes over the ſame, before they 2 

been al llowed to come to Joyne with their brethren. in Rank 


worſhip. -. 
Glied. 4 Where did em brecbren learn to e 
3 1255 1 
mentiag from: t except where t Ic 
© God in Sceipture, applieth 1 ta ſuch a fignification, or uſe, 
By what Neriptwwe will thes make leg wncleanefiero to ty 
e the xſtate of eration ? And abewe all, how: will 
chen make exclitfion from the Temple, fat legall uneleanneſir, 
da type of rejection from Church-memberſhij ſor irregenerati- 
on Nothing more common then leg cleanneſſe in a perfon 
nerate; and legall nncleaneneſſe in a perſon ate. 
Leg uncleanueſſe dic never _ hinder any . from; Church- 
d untler the Old Teſtament, bait. for. 2 time iz 
—. their Fellowſhip in ſome ſervices, tbnt-irregene- 
© racion, e . never hinder any; rom communion in any ſervice, 
* whether of the Tabernacle or Temple. 15 
den 1 'Tomake thePoreers ofthe Temple,rype a ofGharel 3 
der a pots meine e For who thit Por- 


0 ich, h of thi ſhreptold 
bat oniz che offcem of the Church? eg. 

2 Te makeutcleannefſed type, as uf other ſeandalous Gnues; 

look irregraerelons we lea ofthe e Paid, who makenh 

de albone, Tit. 1.15. But 


| 4 | ; i riceiverk, bur g our ſelyet 
pro opound ir, and w „ U willingly: i ate nc U unclean- 
ne 0 ee © tmanifeſt i ir- 
60 the fall of 3 perfan. into. open of 
bold à fortiers: I any legal! 

Iſraelite from Ce into the Tear 
5 3 chen frandut1 will exclude a Chriſtian from en- 
vithle: Church, And if any open ſcandal ichen much 

more ſuch groſſe and heinous ſcandalla, ar are nt incideiit to a 
regenerste parſon though invemiey; bur are certain evidences of 


irregeneration-. 
It is e hyperbole, whey +Natbing wade” 2 
) "then 
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© then legall cleatinefſe/iri's perſon irregenerate, and Iegall un- 
© cleaninefſe in a perſon regenerate: For though Hypocrites t | 
ſithe Mixt, and Annis,and Cummin, when they neglet the een a l 
ters of the Law, yet tae moſt common fort of men are not Hypo- 
erites, but either ignorant or g hap if they be? : 
regenerate; and make little conſcience of any ſpiritua duty, 
And Hyp ocrites themſelves; that t make moſt ſhew of legal clean 
neſſe, yet when they are unfaithſull in che greateſt matters, who 
can beleive they will be faithful in the leaſt / 

It is a very unfafe, and indeed an untrue ſpetch, hay, 0 That 
0 legal ancleannefſe'did neverhinder any from Church-member- 
ſhip under the Old Teſtament . 

The negle& of circumeiſion was'slegall uncleannefſe, and 
did cut off a man from all Church-commanion' with the people 
of God, Gen:17. 1% Eating of blood was alike legallunclean- 
neſſe, and did in le ſort cart a a man from < bus menber 

8 E. Lev. 17. 10. 
is true: what. dhe Objeftour faith, «Thar iti is 7 queſtion, 
© whether ſinnes th ſcandalous did keep men 'cereniontally 

6 cleane from the owe antÞ Sac#ifices)! But ſufely ſach"as 
committedthoſe very ſcandalous ſinneß, Were either Kin 
treſpaſſe offering, and other ſacrifices, to the door of the 
nacle of the Congregation, and to conſeſſeotheir fins over heir 
ſacrifices for their attonement: or tHe it was à ſinfull Leslie in in 


the Officers of the Temple, to admit chem t6 fellowſhiß ſhiß in the 
holy things of God. And ſo ic i. a0 in EVangelleall "Chorch- 


prifenacs'a man clenn to 


Diſcipline: 1 confeſſion 


the F ellowſhi 6 though otherwiſe unelean. 
But when 


© generation dong was never a bar to keep any from the moſt 


Holy and Sols Gcevidenjwhecher of the Tab rnacle or Tem- 


ri e 8 


He may be pleaſtdts underſtand, That it he will take our Tc | 


net from our on expreſſions, and not trom his owne foreſtalled 
prejudice : Neither amongſt us doth irr tion alone 
any from Church -Fellowſhip with us. 


penly ſcandalous, and ee manifeſt irregenepati- 


ita 7 out of at yon ©Thari itte; 


ot irregeneration a- 
lone, I ſay, unleſſe it be accompanied wich ſueh fruits as are o- 


On; 
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on; = groſſly pable Hypoctiſie Ft liketpivi- 
in rad vor DN eee Cee e 


[en ofihe) its of regeneration are required in the 'Church-yent- 
$ of the New Moron aha then re Old.” ark 


A Gaiult che Fa © alledged eue Rev. 24-1 gl a0 | 
| are Dogges, Whoremongens, Haolatery and whoſoever loverh' _ Mk : 

eth a lye: It is objected. 

Objectl. The ace; is fouly chaſed es it is wpolyed: to che vi- 
© ible Church, here there may be, and ordinarily are Dogs, yea 
c and lyars, Rev. 2. 2. Idolaters, ver. 14. Napier, Parens, Marhbrat, 
©expound it of the Kingdom of Glory, for that is the Kingdom 
© ſpoken of, Rev, 21:27. witkin that Kingdom cannot enter any 
thing chat defileth, neither whatſoever workech abominatton, 
*and lyes, but they which are written in the Lambes booke ot 
life. But it is a inſt all reaſon, and the Lords Word, that 
c in the viſible Church is nothing that defileth, that is,no  ſirme, 
e hut dnely thoſe whoare written in the Liinkes booke of life. { 


This is eee doi of Auabapliſts, though we know our dear 
brethren hate the ſect, and their do&rine: 
7 Though attribute much to the judgement of Mr. Ru- 


d wh objection this is) in matters of Doctrihe, yet! 
| _ crave keto depart from his interpretation of this place, 
and many fuch-Iike which concern diſcipfine. Doubt leſſe when 
this place excludeth Dogs, 1dolaters, Lyars and ſuch like groſſe 
n perſons, he meaneth them who are known to be ſuch. 
And they who are known to be duch, are get to be received imo 
ble Church: nor ſuffered in the Chubch, il being received 
they befound to be ſuch. To admit or tolerate ſuch; were a ma- 
nifeft 3 of the order of the Goſpel), which forbiddeth the c. 
Ring of 22 things ts-Dogs, Mat. 7. 6. and forbiddeth alſo Church - 
* Idaters,r Cor. 5.1 Hand commandeth the put⸗ 
| cngemar 1 ee a vice which David would not fuf-· 
abide a eöpſal. 10. . And behold Chriſt (of whom 
David was a ſhaddo Ins of purer eyes'then David, and the 
Houſe of Chriſt (by order from him) ſhould be kept more pure 
- than 


ag 99: | E the Helivaſſe of Churchemeniters, - 


than that of Denid, What if Lyars Eplieſiny Revel, 


mus funds 
2:3.1x ic neither ſaid, they roy Church, (but 
rather preventet by timely diſcovery nor is it ſaid, they were 
born withall in the Church; but er expreſiy contrary, for 
Chriſt himſelfe beareth them witneſſe, I know thou canſt not 
bear them which are exit. Ant whap if Idolaters were found 
4 the CR of Pergamus ver. 14. Fi not Chriſt ex relly blame 
them for ſuffering ſuch amo „ 
1 deny . 7 and-Parexs do interpret thoſe two 
laſt chapters of the Revelation of the Kingdome of Glory, the 
a eruumphant! in Heayeh, not of che militant Church on 
cart ; | 
The men 1 dearly reverence, but yet I dare not deny, but that 
ſome athers partly by light from Napiers principles, but ptinci- 
pally by a clearer light el by the holy Ghoſt, for the i inter 
pretation of Propheticall Series, have with fac more evi- 
dense of truth, interpreted the ſame chapters to be a deſcription 
of the ſtate of the Church of the Jewes,. after their ,conv 
upon the. deiolation of Rome. - Brightman, 17 5 Forbet, Ber. 
nerd, all of them well affected to Pralle Dif ipline 3, yet In- 
terpret thoſe chapyers of the eſtate of theFewiſhChurches he: on 
earth. Their reaſons are extant in their books{whic are in e\ 
mans hand) ſo that I need not to recite them. dT” alan 
It is true which the objection faith ; That the m 
© ken of Rev. 22. 15. is the ſame mentioned, Rey. 21.27 4 ch. 
eit is ſaid, That into it ſba Hing enter that. defileth, er that worketh.. 
N abomination, on nels he, bus Ti EDA Os in * e 
8 book of life, ry . 
But 9 is this; more 725 che 9 


the. pea mp my Th ban fo 197 Tam ſick 
ple; that dwel/ therein all be 1 
doubt nor, Mr. Ruuberferd will vigage ( an« 
with him) that ſuch as have KO —— torg E ritt 
in the Lambes book oflife. Veaʒ but ĩt ia again 11 rea. 
© againſt the Lords Word, that in the vid Church, is nothing 


eee a0 fn. ö 


* 
. , ” SS — * 
f 5 j It 
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it is not every finne, thr defleth a Chureh, but fin cpa ly 
knowne, and allowed, at leaſt rolleratedendnot proceeded a · 
gainftby due admonicion, and cenſute according to re or 
the Goſpell. And in that fence, the Lords Word expreſly fore- 
tel leth, that 5245 that ſeek ſhall 5 into the Church 
of the Fewes;Ef. 52.14.93 well as, Rev. 21. 27. And ahy ſhouldit be 
thought againſtal reaſon that al the Whore of Babylonis deſtroy- 
ed, the Spouſe of Chriſt ſhould appeare in ex and glor io 
parity,necording, to the primitive pattern of theApoſtolickChu: · 
where great grace was upon them all, As 4.3 3. And cloſe 
| Bu tes (ſuch as Ananigs and Sapbira) were ſoon diſcovered, 
ſeverely removed. Let no man decline the evidence ofthis 
truth, by the wonted eyaſion of the iinvifible Chureh. For take 
the corrupteſttimes or cnet KG ry even then, 
none entred into the inviſible Chureh, b as were undefi- 
Jed; Re 17 mes 00 written in che Lambs book of life, Rev. 
Te cher alſo be Loſs rear twpretable ofthe viſible Churekes 
. Kb * ſep themſelves from theAntichriſtian 
But in thoſe two laſt 's of che Revelation. 
be greater purity of, Churches is promiſed, nut above 
what was before required, but above what was ordinarily before 
| 1 attended. 
As for the Habaptiſts, he ſaith truly, we ier ap rove their 
leck nor doctrine, for their 797 7 725 the ſame whi eter 
rexeth In ane, _ ver wade Oh an on fuck a * 


7 SECT. XV. 


Tis 95 fhurring up the difcourſe of the Qualification of 
n e 58e th 7 A n 5 . our Cordes, 

not bee t an cuxi e 
erke de an dich verestert dee oa 
* of men by a confeſſion of their fins, as Toba Beptift did, es 
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96 Of the Holineſſe of ( hurch-: meml ers. 
andl by a profeſſion of their faith, as Pbilip did, ds 8.37, And 
Y *x 2 — not an exceſſive auſterity in Tobn, but an ho y faith- - 
© fullneſſe and;godly zeale, nor only to repulle; the Scribes and 
* Phariſzes, Hat-3:7; but the prophane people alſo from his bap- 


F 
4 * : 


| eile . 


1 Aich dg Bai di ideth int o two Ar um. | s, the one from 
Matiz. the other from 405 8. and anſweret N of objection 


againſt them both. 8 18 144 Bt. 
Ob: 1 The conſequence ( ſaith he) is not. good, but a looſe 


: 


* 


© kind of reaſoning from Iebn the Baptiſt, to all the officers, and 
© body of the Church from baptiim ox any ſacrament to Church- 
memberſhip, from the Scribes and Phariſees, and prophane peo- 
ple, to every irregenerate perſon. | 317 
KReßhy, This reaſoning is ſo far from looſeneſſe, that I ſee no 
. colour, why it ſhould not ſteongly binde, fog ain. faithfull- 
— neſſe in diſpenſing his Baptiſme, to urge the like faitkfulneſſe 
| in the Miniſters of Chriſtin diſpenfing Chriſts Baptiſme, unleſſe 
ve ſhould conceive the baptiſm of Chriſts, inferiour in. purity to 
chat of Jobi, which ſeemeth to,me-to0,grofſe-for any man of 
zudgement to imagine. 
That mention was made of the body of the Church, it was not 
to infer the power of Bapti ſme to belong to them, but to imply 
it to be a ſeaſonable. duty in them, to inform heir Miniſter of 
any. prophane perſons, who, might offer themſelves, os their 
children to baptiſme, and by. ſuch information to retard their 
e 
1 To Ahdl can but wonder, why he ſhould cal it a looſe kind of rea- 
-ſohing from baptiſme toChurch- member ſhip,ſceing haptiſm is a 
Sacrament ſealing to us, as other. ie al benefits, lo our in- 
itiation into Church · memberſhip. hereupon I, conceive it 
to be an undeniable truth, that A whom ba _ 0 —. 
and ſeale of Church: Ifllpwihipis acted to them Church: fel- 
lowſhip is denied 110 e 525 Mie reaſoning from 
; -* Seribes, and Phariſees, and the prophane people, to every irrę 
3 generate perfon.;, that is none of mine, but his owne, Alles 
Idid inſer from thence was, that as ?ohn did repully e Scribes, 
and Phariſees, and prophane people from his baptiſme, ſa the 
Miniſters of the Goſpell ought in like ſort; refuſe ta admit any 


* 
* 
by 
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1 Aan pee to Church -Fellowſhip. „ whoſe hypocrifi «(as that 
of the Scribes and Phariſees) dr ropbanen B Cas chat of 
T thepeople)didevidently diſcover their irregeneration. 11 
3 Obb. 2 But (lach be hahe worſt is 1 inotkeat. 
«17 againſtthe plates of Scriptiite alledged. Jobn did nor ex+ 
© clude, either the Scribes or t e Phariſees, or the common peo- 
6 ple from his Baptiſme: He received all that came; both the 
© Scribes, and Phariſees, and Jenſalem, and all Inden, and all the 
Region about Jordan, requiring no other condition for their 
e admiſſion to his Sacrament; then the conſeſſion of ſinne, and 
epropl. of new obedience 1 Acts vey feaſible to N 

E. 

Reph. This objedtion hath ben anfwered; whore: im chaprer 2. 
h Tobn' Bptift tx&laded the 'Scribes and Phariſces and pro- 
phane people from his baptifme : or elſe he made hinififematce 
unfaithfull in Gods houſe then the Scribes/and . ee For 
chis was a great part of their Temple · pollution, that they made 
the- Houſe ofGod « Den of theever, Mat. 1 1. 17. But if) il Tap recei - 
ved them to his bar 8 chen made the Church (or Houſe of 
_— only: ON of Theeves,bacywhich is werfe, Grneration 
The st and Pharifers were Hereticks in doftrine; 
Sikeeflicious in worſhip, inotorious Hypocvites in thei fellit 
on, and covetous Worldlings in their converſation: If that be 


* the work we ſay, t 7 — bur ulſed a generation of Vi- 

rs from his baptila bẽ not far worſe to ſay, 

e did admit them. e 1 

- on; 25 to nk that Jahn ad- 

c mitted wy all that catue, boch the Scribes and Pha- 

< riſces, auc pr ; although the text ſaith, There 
went wur deb Jernſalem if andcal tdeay,end all the Region bund about © 

Tordant For though from all thoſe — ſundry came to him, 


yet not all chat came to him; were baptiſed; but ſuch only 
asbeingrouchid: with repentance cunfeſſed their ſins, Mat. 3.6. 
And indeed wherefore was hig baptiſme called the baptiſme of 


repentance 2 batbecauſc hte. received nanetobaptiſine;! hut ſuch 
as profeſſed their repentance. Aster exhomaqd dhe Jewes firſt 
to repent; and: then r; be baptized, A4 2. 38. Buti us ſor the 
— Sadduceny hey arc 3 with an adyerſative 


particle 


= 


FO II) K G7 — 
© of Wy . * 


8 the age of Chem 
particle, in joining he did e from his 
which he admitted ſo many N —. For ſo Fe 
relateth ity Tbere went out i Fer Jahn, Feruſalem, aud all Judegand 1 
Region round hbout Fardan, and ee him in fel 1 
fing their une. But. when he ſaw many of the Fhariſeos and 
duces come to his baptiſm ( infies nſicad of entertaining them to 
baptiſm) he interta nech them wich a ſharpe Teprovfe, 0 Gene 
| 9 Mat. ee 1 00 F bald 5 

VLeabut loi required no o eon tion to, 18 in, 

* the gonfeſſiomof fin, ad promile of. new obedience, att very 
© feaſible to irregenerate perſons. 

Yes, John required more, to wit, That th ſhould bring forth 
fruits meet for repentanoe ver: 8. Neither doe we TR any 
more, then that 5 ad 2 7 5 
tance, and new 2 e 
e eee le 3 on. And, 1 
| be — hey forth all cheſe, yet we * 

5 acct profeſſion, when ge) no fruits. to he: 

= icwat, that im the 
55 place; MWehad Ja en 
©ciſh/throngh preſumption; then one h eee 
te Werten Wen pon —_ Gs by. 


Pate! 
| F: 204 * 51 eh? BY 
Ei en. NI 14 Hh K 
A zit bi 
0h. 2 N the Argument froin Aits8-foriſhortnell f . 
ſaith he) but one fault, in tlie re 


0 groſſe ones Tegen made a eęrtaine Argyr- 

3 of true grace and — — 

ede content eee as 

id 25 of the Apoſtles did require of their hew converts? 

will eke p gs that — . — rw conan 
7 1 


: nn 


| ef ours; but his one 
< bat upon proſeſſion of faith ; ergo, none ſhould be adwitted 


a members of tha Church; without certaine evidence of their re- 


e gtneration: This inference tre leave tu himſel fe: But ſurely 
ie it not found in any as ny pn" either in the propoſall of 
this argument, or any offi 
that cxamplevf wü may ee ed in theſe conſequences. 

Tf Phillip required it as a needfull rative to bi e that 
a Proſelite of grown years ſhould beleive with all his heart; then 
faith unfained is a needfall N ical in a man ofgrown Feares to 
. 
But f bil required in — 0 aProſclite of grown wn-years) 


as a neeelſary preparative to his baptiſmʒ Tbat he ſhould belceve with 


al disbein(which is all one wickfaith unſeigned) 47s 8.36,37. 


; a a needſul : requiſite to Church · Fel- 

owſhip. 

F od takethe right of ©hurth-fellowſlip, and the right to 

the figne of Church: Fellowſhip, to be convertible 

2 rere e e eee if Philſip reteived the Eunuch 

unto baptiſm che voluntary profeſtion. of his fach ih 
en he ſaw no cauſe t 

evill fruits; but rather bad juſt cauſe to approve it, by the 

ny of the Angel, and his own conference with himʒthen the Qth- 


ay of the Church, may receive a Proſelite into the 3 
profeſſion of his faith in Chriſtz when) they ſee no cauſp co 
of it; but tatherto approve t. 


But the former is true, 48 3538. »I dhe late. 


Let not then ure der, 1 de loth to admit 
© our members upon . any of the A- 


4 Lade new comers 5e admit them 
| hot wax willingly ae theory 


ta, Tyree ntl ke Som Profel 
fionofhis fa ſuch 5s w not de —_ — dl fruits, : 


and ſo do wy and that upon more: flen teſtimony from men» 


chew the teſtimony offs Angel intimated 'to!Rbilfp of th 
eſtate of —— ＋ elle, 255 


2 ddmlited notes his/baptiſme; 


that wewould infer from 


* 
— — 
ä — — — — — — —— 


&the ſincerity of it, by any 
teſtimo= 


wo of RT Rn ae Fg : 
glad- 


8 — . 
pladfothe ptofeſſionzrecelving his worde, d -which p 
on neverthelbſſeg w ed with ſuch life of e | 
on; that amongſt 3000 ones, not one of a chou ſand proved 
hypocritical; | Anais and Supbura here but two perſont; WhO 
ptoved to be F were then 
. 500d on And'Simon Magus was but ont 
Figs een l the, Samaritans; that diſcove- 
red his Hypocriſie afterwards;! but all. the reſt, though they 
were new convetts, yet: were inlargad in abundance ef illumi- 
nation, and holy aafietion; to abr lap hat. wis wanting: in 
their late convertion, yea and Simon himſelfe though no heiter 
chen ſtony, ox at mioft,thien thorny ſoyle, yet even he might be 
tronply and deeply affected fox a while. Forthe tony ſoyle re · 
ceiveththe 2 — with jay, Mate 13, 20, — the 
thorny ſayle we of. carthzthough: tt 


SECT) XY. 


bevy che (by! che ticlpeof Chriſt) DEE — 
objections, 


100 ew taken 2 gan am Let me protecdrs' reſeurin 
le fot a paſſage or two iwour Apology: * = 


in d Apology . — de ad, we ſhould, my 


- 
a! 
* 
. 4 ”" is 


92 9889 


«mike how fall we. 5 
aint thl $7 it i obje 427 
en 'v his Af eee enen bene ſation, be- 
eau wan rr provideneeare:Hypocrites int Sher 
Rep, It is v niſtund atguing from>Godspiovidence, o 
e ManyynodonhpHyporticess burgirophanc = 
Yeandalous perſons; ale ndt onely huthe tin the. Mi- 
ciſtery alſo; by Gods brovidence = But ic will not therefore fol- 
cJow, [that —.— and ſcandalous perſons ſhould be admitted 
leiclit inte che Miniſtery, or incorhe Church, neither of: thein 
undi ding wN Gods Ordinance, or Sommandemerit 2 15 
W , Commandemenforhe "wet 
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Feommandeth the Church to take in Hypocrites; ſo that they 


© -profeſle the truth; and ſo eommandeth that leaden toes, and 


members be added co Chriſt a head of gold. Chriſt is the head 
* of the Church properly, and according to the influence of. the 
d lite of God; bas he is the Head of the viſible Church, as it is 
ſuch, according to the influence of common gifts, which may 
© bein Reprobates. And theꝝ may be this way in Chriſts body, ho 
*are not of his body, as Auguſt ine ſai tn ; 
Reply: It is not ſafely ſaid, that God commandethhis Church 
$0 take in Hypocrites. He commatideth indeed his Church (or 
rather the Miniſters of it) to call all, both good and bad to the 
marriage of his ſon; but he doth not command them to take alÞ 
in; till chey be clothed with the wedding garment, He comman- 
deth them to preach the Goſpell to evety creature, Marke 16.15 
but te baptize only the diſciples, Mai: 28 19, And the infant-chil- 
dren of beleivers are counted Diſciples, as well as Their fachers, 
as hath been ſhewed el ſewhere, in che grounds and ends of chi - 
Arens baptiſme, Jeſt M. Rutherfera ſhould chinke, that in alledg- 
ing, Mat: 28. 19. we might ſeem to doubt of the lawfull Mirrant 
of bapcizingciiildrety Wheregſ he warneth us, chapter . of his 
N aceahle plea, 266 And theugh Ch niſt c mpareth his 
Church to a field, Wfiere in are ſawen good Wheate and-Tares ! 
vet he ho bere commander this ſervants to ſow Tares in his 
field, but accounteth the ſowing of them to healle worke of ike 
Pevill, Mil; . 39. which Maketh me tommaryellu chat che: ohje- 
Kor: ſnbuld ſay, God alloweth, aad commandeth his Churah 
to take in Hypoccitese:! Tt is true indeed, that / God allo h 
them to take im ſuęh as profelle the truth, ſo that cken dunot rc 
nounce, and falſiſie thele prſeſſion, by a wicked converſation. 
But that ĩs not, bæcauſe s alloweth them toirakn ind ixpocrites; 
hut berauſe heal lowethꝭ mende he mes: the) Chanch t judte 
of metis bolineſſe, not hy the eſtate of mens htahei, white 
centainly.knowwonly nn by theie outward proſeſſiom, 
and comter lation: God never allowed on cammaided; that 
leaden toes, and members ſhould be added to Chriſt, an haad of 


gold: no more then he alloweth Miniſters to hui li upon a gol · 


| © den foundation wood, hay, dae eee 7c 12401 to v 
It is a limiting of che grace 1 Chriſt, -andian injury to the vi- 
550 | P 2 3 


ſible 
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4 Of the Holineſſe of Church-melnbexs. 
ſible Church, to ſay (as the objectipn doth) © That Chriſt is the 
Head of the viſible Church, as it is ſuch, according to the in- 
fluence of common gitts, which may be in Reprobates. Fot 
Chriſt is the Head of the viſible Church as viſible, not only ac- 
cording to the influence of common gifts, but of ſuch gifrsalfs 
as accompany ſalvation.. Or elſe the Miniftery of the Word and 
Sacraments, and ſenſures in the viſible Church, were only a Mi- 
niltery of common gifts, not of regeneration, or faving edificati- 

on which God forbid, eee. 
It is true, what is alledged out of Auguſtine, that ſome may be 
jn the body, that are not of the body, as ill humours in che na- 
©turall'body/- | 2 ys 187 bb 
But ſuch ill humours as ate to be purged out of the body, are 
not to be drunk into the body: And it is one thing de fact, for 
ſuch to be in the body; another thing de jure, to allo them a 
place in the bo 11 
Another paſſage in the apology to the ſame purpoſe( touching 
the qualification of members) againſt which exception is taken, 
Was this. 3115 1CH 04 0.) 15753] 7 OPS” 
« '* Afaithfullſeryant (or Steward) would admit none into his 
Lords houſe, bur ſerviceable Inſtrumèmtꝭ, therefore one 
ehe Steward of Gods houſe (which Is n d 
mit any but men of ſpirituall gifts, living ſtones, ſanctified and 
meet for the Lords uſmee. | "4 
- 06:2 This dompariſon halteth maſy wayes, 1. All ina Noble- 
mam fαue are not Stewards. yourmatke: all the Church to be 
fSrewards, Raving the power of 'the keyes," to put in and out. 
g. Members are received into the Church; not only becauſe they 
dare ſerviceable for the Maſters uſe, hut to be made ſerviceable, 
band toe pol iſhed by the Word of God; and care of Paſtours: 
chutiſervalits are taken into great houſet becauſe they are ſervice- 
+ablei Fbrif irhey'become more ſerviceable: afterwards; it is 
_ Fnotyhe intent of the Lord of the houſe, or of the under-Stew- 
Lalds 3. The Oetonomy of Princes houſes, is no rule for the Go- 
ewern ment bf the houſe of the King of King. 
„ Rgh(TheHalting of this compariſon lyetti-nov in the incqua- 
lity of the thingscompartd; in thht wherein they are compared: 
but in che unequal eicher ortzan or medium, by which * are 4 
oc: cerne 


ſcerned. A ſtaffe when it is ſeen partly in the aire,partly in the wa- 
ter, ſeemeth crooked, though it be never ſo ſtreight. Look at 
the ordering of a Noblemans houſe, or of Gods houſe, partly as 
they are, and ſhould be ordered according to the word;and part- 
ly as either of them are ordered according to the finfull cuſtomes 
of men;and ſo thisdouble medium may eafily preſent an halting. 
Ortake a Noblemans houſe as it ſhould be ordered by the word, 
and the Church as it is commonly ordered by men, and ſo there 
wil be an halting:not otherwiſe in this caſe, = 

For the firſt, We make not all the Church, Stewards by office(as 
hath bin often ſaid) but by fidelity, to have a common care of the 
honour and welfare of Gods houſe, And ſuch a Stewardly fidelity 
ought every child and ſervant in his Lords houſe to have. 

2 For the ſecond, I think it cannot be truly ſaid, That it is not 
© the intent of the Lord of the houſe, nor of the under- Stewards, 
©that the ſervants received into his houſe, ſhould become more 
ſerviceable. Doubtleſſe the longer any ſervant continueth in the 
houſe,the better he knoweth anddoth his Lords will, and ought 
foto do, and his Lord expecteth it. And as in the houſe of Ged, 
ſome are received into the Church that they may be made ſervice- 
able, but thoſe are children; ſo in a Noblemans houſe ſome chil- 
dren are received ſ eſpecially the children of Servants) that they 
may learne to be ſerviceable. | | 

T Foe the third, The Oceonomy of Princes houſes, it is true, lt is 
no rule for the Government of Gods houſe,” But ſurely it is a diſ- 
honor to Gods houſe, if Gods houſe be more loſely and diſſolut- 
ly ordered, than the houſe of any earthly King or Lord. Ele Da- 
vid was miſtaken when he faid, bolineſſe becemnetb ebine houſe, OLord,, 
for ever, P(.93.5. 1 the Oeconomy of Princes houſes be no 
rule for the . of God houſe; yet me thinks the ordering of 

Gods houſe (the King of Kings)might be a rule or patterne, cat 
left in ſome proportion) for the Oeconomy of Princes Houſes. 
Methinkes the Stewards of Gods houſe ſhould bluſh, to admit 
ſuch unſerviceable perſons into Gods houſe, whom, if themſelves: 
were Stewards of a Noblemans houſe, they could not for ſhame 
admit into their Lords houſe, | 
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